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PREFACE. 



That many wild, yet highly interesting 
legends, are still to be met with ambng 
the sequestered glens and lonely straths 
of Galloway, is a fact that must be well 
known to every lover of nature, and na- 
ture's unisophistibated children. 

Nursed amidst scenes of the most mag- 
nificent sublimity, where he was hushed 
to rest by the bum of the distant water- 
fall—where his orisons arose on the 
wings of the tempest,— and where the 
voice of the thunder*cloud fell like mu- 
sic on his ear,— ^could it be matter of 
wonder thai the authoi: caught a flash of 
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ardent enthustasm frora the grandeur of 
the objects with which he was surround- 
edy — and that, as he skipped from rock 
to rock, with all the elastic buoyancy of 
youth, he has often, with conscious pride, 
exclaimed, ^* This is my own, my native 
land !" 

That a mind so constituted, should 
reap but a slender portion of enjoyment 
from the tamer, and more chastened 
beauties of the pyebald diety, is nothing 
more than might liave been expected* 
Accustomed, from the earliest period of 
adolescence, to contemplate nothing but 
the sterner features of her character, his 
step was only free, and tis thoughts un- 
fettered, amidst the. heath of his native 
mountains. It was there, and there a- 
lone, he could muse, till the rugged as- 
perities of bis passions were softened 
and. malted. down, like the morning va- 
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pour of the lake, into thin air. It was 
there he felt his ^^ bosom's lord sit light- 
ly on his throne,^' — where, at peace with 
himself and the whole universe^ the kind- 
lier feelings of his nature would take a 
more extensive range, and even inani- 
mate objects become dear to his affec- 
tions, till the grey rock that centinelled 
his mountain*rpath has been greeted with 
a smile of joyful recognition,— *and the 
antient thorn that overhung the .water- 
fall, hailed as a brother of the desert. 

In this dreaming state of vitality has 
be wandered, unconscious of the length- 
ening shadow^ or the *^ march of time," 
till the. approaching storm, or descend- 
ing dew, has induced him to seek the 
shelter, and share in the hospitality of 
the cottage of the mountain shepherd, 
where, seated around his humble 
hearth^ he has often listened with 
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ail intensity of feeling to the patriareb 
of the family, asr he chaunted, in a low 
xnonotoncAis tone, the fegendof the Ghodt 
of the Cairn, or the Brownie of the Lthn; 
tiH every blanched cheek and starting 
eye bore evidence of the implicit credit 
it had obtained, and the blighting im- 
pression' it had' made. 

And while their faculties lay thus 
spell-bound, under the freezing influence 
of the tale of terror, the aged narrator 
would dtaw himself up to his fuft length,' 
dash his thin locks Back from his wither- 
ed fi[>rehead, his voice no' longer trem* 
bling aild querulous^ but possessing the 
fill! mellow swell of unbroken vigour, 
and with a beam of triumph lighting up 
his dim eye, he would point out the 
scene of dne of the unrecorded battles 
of his native country, and tell how King' 
Robert Bruce, assisted by the widow^s 



ihree sons, and a HsiXidM of GaUoiridian 
shepherds, gave a fatal overthrow to the 
forces of J^knd. 

' He was ffilent^ but the im^al e%di of 
his tale was visible in the fisshed cheeks 
and fieiy eyes ot his rustic audSence ; 
the fttme of patriotism was lighted np 
within theiB> and its electric scintiUa^ 
tions fliashedl from every bosom, ^or did 
the ern^tid stranger escape a spiark of the 
celestial/ enei^yr On- the contrary^ he 
has listened with undivided atfentidit 
tQL l^ndis of a^ simifer di^riptlen, 
tiUy overleaping time and spaced he^^^ 
afrkeitidtNitified himself with the 'tmiiii 
saetionv an^ like the worshippers oi^ 
Bvahtti:!^ fancied he enjoyed^ sottKfthing 
likea. twilight^ reeolleetion* of a preirious ' 
state of ^^xistence. ' ' ' 

BuC enough of( himself and his' way*^ 
ward moodpt :^h0inustadd' an apologetic ^ 
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cat sentence or two in favour of the fol- 
lowing traditions. 

To those friends who have honoured 
^m with their patronage, and who have 
been instrumental in forwardinghis views 
while preparing the present volume for 
publication, he can only return his most 
grateful thanks ;<-^nevershaJl their efforts 
in his favour be blotted from his recollec- 
tion, nor their personal attentions cease 

« 

to summon up a kindred feeling with- 
in him. 

It would be unworthy his character, 
to .permit the following pages to go a- 
broad -into the World onder the impres- 
sion that they are literal transcriptions of 
the legends he has given. That their' 
basis rests on. popular tradition he avows 
to be true, but he begs leave at the same 
time to State, that their getting up, or 
Tather amplification, should tb^ be found 
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deserving of the term, has been entirely 

- • • • « . 

his own. 

I • • • 

He has also to state, that a short a* 
bridgement of the <* Miller of Eldrig** 
once made its appearanee iii a provincial 
newspaper of very limited circulation ;. 
but he can assure his readers, that not a 
page of the whole series, with that excidp^ 
tion, was ever printed beforet 

In conclusion, he begs leave to offers 
a single comment on the style and com- 
position of his legends. 

Doomed from infancy to tread with 
unsandalled feet the thorny paths of life» 
little leisure was afforded him for study- 
ing the graces of logical acumen, or di- 
dactic embellishment. For, when early 
sent in search of the *' bubble reputa- 
tion,'' the pursuit seldom led him to 
** cool retreats, and academic groves.'' 
It is much to be feared, therefore, that 
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those, whose trade is censur^r will find 
sufficient food for their spleen iif analiz- 
iag this little ycdumef ^houkl its ufpre- 
tending author be sa unfortunate a^ to 
be laid under the ban of the Htenuy em^ 
pire. 

With all its imperfections on its heady 
howevery^ he submits ittb t^e inspectitfa 
of a candid public, saCisfi^ that if hefaiw 
committed no great fault, his minor pec- 
cadilloes wiU be visited Mn&aamee h* 
nient chastisement. 

Caesyown, 2011 Jfmoary, 1825. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



On a Buperficial review, it would appear capable 
of affbrding only a melancholy gratification to the 
philosophic mind, to wander amidst the ruins of 
decayed splendour,— -to mark, with the eye of an 
antiquary, the tottering buttress and the moulder- 
ing arch,— to ^oze away, month after month, in 
futile attempts to re-emblazon the dilapidated cog- 
nisance, and to spell and arrange the erased le- 
gend,— to trace the sinuosities of the ample fosse, 
—to moralise on the progress of time, in the march 

a2 
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of destruction,— and, finally, to appreciate the Urvt 

ensemble as forming a conspicuous figuie in the 

back-ground of a landscape. 
But these reflections must naturally lead to 
.others of a deeper and more interesting character* 
They lead us to consider them not merely as ac- 
cumulations of rubbishy but as the labours and ha- 
bitations of living men; they teach us to give a 
voice to every stone, and to draw a moral infer- 
ence from every breeze that whistles through the 
tracery of the shafted onel ; they enable us to 
draw aside the curtain that separates the past 
from the present, and through the stormy vista 
pf ages that are fled, to catch a hasty and tran- 
sient glimpse of a portion of the barbaric pomp 
and feudal grandeur, that once spread an air of 
royal magnificence over their now moss- covered 
courts an^ roofless halls; they summon up, in 
dusky succession before us, all the bustle aild ar- 
ray of a baronial residence, both in peace and in 
war ; and they call On us to mark the fleeting pa- 
geant as it passes in review before us. 

The first beam of the rising sun had scarcely 
shed a line of trembling radiance over the tops of 
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tlie long avenue of dark pines^ that stood like 
open files of gigantic shaiipsbooters, to guard the 
approach to the lofty mansion^ when the airy 
note of the bugle^ and the deep bay of the stag- 
hounds aroused the . slumbering ' inmates from the 
lethargy in which their senses had been steeped 
by the midnight wassail. Little time was wast- 
ed in preparation ; the giites were thrown open ; 
and the long drawn procession issued ; from beneath 
the lofty portcuUis. The Serfs, armed with knot- 
fted staves shod with iron, dived into the deepest 
^cesses of the forest^ cheering on the hounds, 
whose echd^, rollbg away in deep reverbera- 
tions among the surrounding mountains, served to 
throw a sp^U of indescribable fascination over the 
whole sylvan an*ay. Ai: l^st, the shades of even- 
ing closing aroilud; reminded them of the comforts 
that awaited them in the gre^t hall of the castle ; 
and the mori, which echoed bf>m the bugle of 
the chief, recaUing his scattered fiieads and vas- 
sals, sommoned tbeiji} to.his presence;— -the bows 
were unstrting ;-^th^ game^ polledtod ;-^and many 
a gallant stag was there; whose flight had beeh Ar- 
rested by the hissing bolt, ^d many a gi-isly 
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bbar, whose bloody tasks grinned horrible even 
in death. The cavd(iade returned with the spoils 
of the day borne in triumph before them. The 
feast was spread ; — ^the mighty chine vdorhed the 
centre of the ample board ;«-»the wine cup passed 
in unceasing rotation; — and the sound of the harp^ 
•and the voice of the bard, were lost amidst ^outs 
of boisterons mirth and unceasing uproar. 

Sut hark ! what note is that, which, rising- on 
the midnight gale, disturbs the revdiers amidst 
their bacchanalian orgies ? Intelligence is brought, 
that a hostile chief has invaded their territorv« 
and is carrying every thing before him with fiie 
and sword. They rush to the battlements, where 
the fatal truth is written in blading characters on 
the murky atmosphere. Rage and grief light up 
tlie fire of vengeance in their souls ;— -they arm, 
and rush to the plain : The earth trentibles beneath 
the prancing of their steeds ; and the mountains 
echo back the shouts of their defiance. But what 
pen can record the hprrors of the midnight' com« 
bat, or paint in language sufficiently glowing, the 
blindfold rage of indiscriminate slaughter ? At 
last, the invaders fly— terror adding svriftness to 



tbeirfeet and idgour t^iktdis ^haiisted. bodies^*^ 
aaid jdase*. faelmd foUow their piirsa^rp^ ^aded for- 
iivacd bf evarf. passioob that caa iaflama to madaess 
•the ^RMBgo: bosom. {; They vremiad each ipther of 
4lieir bottages sniokiog in ruia^r^of theiv murder- 
•edpD.faofiselesa wl«e%««-of tbeit naked^ abiver- 
ing, 8l8rviQg.;diildieD^«-*of their eattle plundered^ 
mid tfadir.t whole [eaftbly eomfinrtai bl|lsted^for 
•«rer«»«««'^ Viogeanee alone ie.om?/' they exolaim^ 
^and'w&ivrilliexact it till the fUigel of extiei^^ 
4iatioa.7diaIli^ap hi9 wings over ai bseathlesa. de- 
«ert." 

Glutted with slaughlery and feeble with exer- 

tinny they retiim slowly to th^ir native glens, 

driving their pr^y before them $ the song of victo* 

:ffy arises^ mingled with the voice of lameotation. 

-The spoil ia paited^ nor were those who nobly 

Mell in battle. fQrgotteB*«»«-Tbe feast is spr^sad a- 

aewi and the goblet blushes to the brimy with the 

J exhilarating beverage^ and all 'the toils, and all 

the.perilsof the eventfd oigbt^ are drowned in 

the oblivions draught. 

Such were the vicissitudes to which the great 
and noble of the lan^ at the stormy period allud- 



8 IKTROBUCTXOH. 

ed to^ were diAy aad fa€Ui4y espoieil | |»l1y! tjr^ 

Tantfl in their h&tbf^ domaiii^ war tikeix tnrie^ aad 

xtupmt tbeir pastime, the ftanab of their. Uvee eoaU 

answer nootherpnrpofie than todironicleniaBri tniw 

-pitude; and -fort imateiyj aaWMt instaDces^tfae'hi 

torianhoflsbf^nkin'^du^^fibBi tfaeappaOiBgi 

•cord, andleft them 0» floM-a wvecfc down the oofian 

oftime^ tiA their- iMuaieaa»'weiU'«itfatirdeed8iaoe 

'forgotten ; or if atiy remembrance of them' staH'Ih»- 

gers inthe landths(t gaVe tfaenl:lNXth> itisonljrtobe 

-found in the wiidiegends of theaitnple peasantry^ 

who^ out of the scanty materiak handed ddwtbhf 

' tiliditioii, bkVe woven imeh a tissue ictf impidbkble 

r fiction; tfaat*ii> few instances can any depeb^Janbe 

' bcplaced in the aM>nsiroos'd^a|L ; '/ ' .' v • ' 

•' In our naetitsil wanderings^ amidsi those seents 

of moral d^olation, how graUfyMq; haslit appea^- 

'«d to us to ftseover. that-ete^ ia^^hisoubkiift ^f 

' the kii]gdoi», tbifi^ literary Uri^' wodgmHOf vm 

shofdd 'i^tiU- be able to boast.a fawb^mes, around 

^'Whon»the pen ef the htstorianiUas entwined a 

TVTeath of never-fading g)ory, /Patriots in the 

field,' or itiart^r^6n the scafibtd, they have beeit 

alike ready to assert their country's ihdepea* 
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dtoce with tbe aword^ or to euflei; S^ tke truths 
of their holy religion «4 the Btake$ . . 
- Amongst ' the number thiia trdngskitCed d^wrii, 
midwhoseiiiiemories are^till btiojrant on the^ivaVe 
of time^ thnre are few who have .deeper calls on 
tbe.gratitfide of the nation, than that of Kerlie. 
There- are few famiUes who can boast a bi|^her 
atatiq'uify« . Heary, the Miwlxel» in a passage of 
.^theWalkcfi/'SajlB; 

'^ Good KerBe past, had been with Wallace long, 
' And done foil well in many fellon tlifong^ 
/This Kerlle, then, Uiat GouU v^ttb Wallace fare, 
'iWMlKe.r he bight, mine author will declare^ ' 
' Kerlie p. Irish i^ Ker-Liddle cajled^ 
. In Carrick he had heritage of aid. 

His forbear, which aye worthy was of hand, 

Saint David, EiDg, him brought out of Ireland ; 
"Syne at Dnmmoir^ where first ' No^ways cifMe in^ 
*< This Ker made gfeai disoomfice of their' kio ; -« 
. With ieren hdndved he vanquished .nine thousand,. , 

Some drowned in Doon, some slain upon the land. 
^ Those whole lands the good king gave him until. 

How Wallace," &c. 

c Erom this it would appear, that the Kers of the 
.east, and the Kerlies of the south, were all one 
family, and that the whole were of Irish origin. 
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•The^Iiatter assertion reieirm somttthing like 
confirmation from the following aatlioritjr:^>r^Mac« 
j^eipson, in bis .introduction' to the Foma of Os- 
iSikn (q«i6ting Tacitkis,) says, tbat tbcinvation of 
li^and^bytke fVi^^ and Belgaoaagmd in the 
^ear 21 1 Df the Christian tena) ^^ Felix O'Car* 
rf^> inhistranslationofthechroniclesbf Tara^ aiid 
liiidtoiy oi^ the S^niKaehks, DubUn edit. foL 16ti* 
says that Carrol, King of Mnnster, was ejected 
from his kingdom by. these barbarians* and fled to 
Scotland, where he was hospitably received I^ tl^e 
King, and had lands a6si|g:ned him in^ QaUcmagfj 
where he lived in great splendour. Now, xmt 
leaders will, we trust,^ consider it neither a forced 
nor fanciful etymology, when we state our belief 
that Carrol and Kerlie are the same $ nor can we 
find, in the whole catalogue of Gallovidian sur- 
names, any thing that approaches so near it> either 
in orthography or pronunciation. It may- be far- 
ther stated, in support of the kbove etyiiiology, 
that, not far from Cruggleton, there are extensive 
lands which still bear the name of Carleton. 
Now, may it not have ongihally been CahroUtmn f 
There are many more etymologies which might be 
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aJdiiced in fkvour of our astumodoft tlmt' Carrol 
and Keriie are the eame. But- we sball tr«^ss 
DO farther on our .reader's patience,' than jodt : to 
quote m extract or two from f^the bake of me 
wanderinB in ye weste, be Father "6tewarC5atie 
moncke o' Croseragael,^' 

This Tolume, partly in Latin and partly in 
English, inust have biften itfritten ^ometiiue Mahout 
the middle of the sixteenth oentui^, biit the title- 
page being torn off the copy in our hands, Ave 
cannot ascertain the precise date. He states, 
in corroboration of Henry the Minstrel^ from 
whom he probably quotes, <^ the next great family 
are the Kerlies of Crnggleton, who, b^ng brave 
warriors, often* stood boldly up for the indepen. 
dence of their country under Wallace } and it 
was one of their forefstthete, who, at a plaice calU 
ed Dunuixnr, in Camds:, was particularly in-> 
strumtotal in giving the Dimes a notable over- 
throw, and took Eric, the Son of Swain, pri- 
soner—for which service the King gave him 
laiids in Carrick/'* 



* Father Stewart accounts for his pilgrioii^es, by In« 
forming his readers, that the Abbey being much out of 
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We hftve tabea the liberty of moderniziog the 
orthography, that it may. be more genenlly un- 
derstood by the English reader. 

We again retom to Henry the Minstrel, who 
introduces oar hero to our notice on the monu 
iug of the battle of Loudon Uill ;— he says^ 

'** Wallace rcceiTed what men would come him till^ 
The holy oath they made wiUi right good will» 
, Before the £air|, all with a good accord^ 
And him received as captain, and their lord* 
His special men that came with him from hame» 
The one, hight Grey^ the other Keirlie by name— 
Tn his 'service came first,- with all their main. 
To Loudon Hill, where that Fenwick was slain. 
He then commanded aye next iitm, pursue, 
. For he them kenn'd Hght hardy^ wise and irueJ' 

He next iBtrodaces hiui at the storming of 
Oruggletoji Castle^ in the following passage^ with 
which we shall ^^onclude our extracts >*- 
** Then took he two, when that, the night was dhn, 
Stephen of Ireland, -and Kierlid that could dimb^ 



repair, and its funds exhausted, he was sent to solicit the 
assistance of the well disposed for the above laudable 
purpose ; and in this manner, he gives brief notices of 
the principal families to whom he applied. 
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The water tmd«r, and clirmb the rock sa^ strong, 
-Thus entered tkey the aeothem' men among. : 
The watch before took no tent to that ^ide^' 
Tbir three in fier soon to the pool can glide, . 
Good 'Wallace then strake the porter himsel', 
Dead over the rock into the dyke he fell^ 
Let down the bridge, and blew his horn on higbt, 

The busbment brake/ftnd came in all their m^bt/'^c. 

• • • 

From these historical extracts, the following 
facts appear to be established^ that, lords of an 
anoiple domain, and a castle, whose natural strength 
rendered it all but impregnable, the Kerliieslongde* 
fiedall the power the English could bring against 
them— and even at that eventful period of Scot- 
tish histoiy, when the kingdom lay prostrate at 
the feet of the most perfidious and remorseless 
tyraht that evier disgraced a throne. When the 
cruelties of Edward in Scotland could only find 
a parallel in the tender mercies exhibited by 
Cortes in America— when the greai feudal 
chieftains of tlie land had become the sworn vas- 
sals and worshippers of this political Moloch, 
bartering away, for a transient security, their 
all^anc^to their lawful sovereign aiid dignity, 
as independent men--<when the ELing himself was 
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driven from the throne of bis fathers^ and the 
crown tottjcring on the biows^of a trimtning a- 
postate— it was then that the gaUant ebief of 
Cruggleton^ scorning to enter into any partial 
compact which might compromise bis own dig- 
nity, or the independence of his native landy stood 
boldly on his defiance; and snch was the cqontgp 
he displayed^ that there is every reason to believe 
be would have been enabled, ultimately to main* 
tain his ground — but alas ! what open f(Hx^ never 
could have achieved, treachery effected : br Ix>xd 
Scmlis being at that time a secret vassal of the 
crown of England^ came, on pretext of a friend- 
ly visit, and contrived, by some means or other, 
to introduce 9 number of his followers, sufficient 
to overpower the garrison, whom, tradition says, 
he put to the sword^ and held the castle in name 
of his perfidious master. Kerlie himself, it would 
appear, pscaped^-but how, is not mentioned** 



* la the year 1282, Lord Soulis came on a friendly 
visit to Cruggleton, and finding the place but weakly gar- 
risoned, he introduced a number of his followers, suffi- 
cient to oTerpower it, and expelKng the chief of the 
Kierlies, he held the castle for the King of England, 
whose vassal he at (hat time Mas.— i^aMer Stewart, 
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Many ineffectual attempts were afteiwai^ 
made by him, to eject the traitors and regain hk 
castle; bnt failing in all these,— and his few re« 
maining followers having been either slain or^id* 
persedy he was driven to seek shdter in th^ MdldB 
and fastnesses of his native land, till the unexam- 
pled cruelties of the invaders filled up the measure 
of their crimes, and the sword of retributive jus. 
tice sent theni in hecatombs to tlieir final audit* 

In the unprovoked and unprincipled invasion 
tliat immediately preceded the period here alluded 
to, theJBnglish seem to have embraced the too conw 
mon error, that to over-run was to conquer. And 
yet, on a candid review of the political situation of 
Scotland/ at that eventful period of her history, 
little else could have been anticipated than her 
permanent subjugation. The whole strengths of 
the land were in possession of the enemy. The 
nobles, weak, factious, and dispirited by recent 
' defeats, were totally incapable of bringing any 
thing together that deserved the name of an army, 
' had they even meditated such a measure. With 
their King de jure an exile, and their King de 
facto a prisoner, what other inference could be 
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jdtAWa,. than tha,t Scotland had become a great 
iief of the crown of England i 

It fonuB no part of oar plan to follow the im- 
inortal Wallace from ; victory to victory, in his 
flhort bttt brilliant career : it is sufficient to state, 
that no sooner was the standard of freedom raised 
amidst the mountains of Kyle^ than the gallant 
JS^erUe^amarting under tjtte ladi of his recent inju* 
ries^ and stung to madness at the treachery prac- 
tised against him, flew on the wings of vengeance, 
to unite himself and his few remaining followers 
.to t^e fortunes of the hei-o ; — ^they exchanged the 
right hand of fidelity on the morning of the battle 
of Loadon^hill ; and^ before sunset, they ratified 
the covenant over the mangled remains of Eng- 
land's noblest warriors. 

From that event&il day, which, trifling as it may 
>ppe:^ in the records of military enterprize^ was, 
neverrheloss, one of vital importance to the na- 
tion, as it served to fan the fire of independence, 
which still smouldered beneath the ruins, and which 
the invaders vainly flattered themselves lay ex- 
tinguished forcfver j diat from that day forward, 
till <&ialiy' separated by death, the * fortunes of 



Wailiace and KxaAm were linked together in t 
bond of indissolable anioiiy nor daiis^ the- ^^hole 
period of that eveutful stroggte; do we find that 
their .friendship sufiewditbe slightest ijiterrtip- 
tioo. . . » 

As a proof of tbis) one of the first acts of Wal- 
lace, afteriie had been.elected Begent by the as«* 
sembied states of the kingdooiy was to ii»rch a 
force iata Galloway ,fortbe avowed purpose <tf re- 
instating: his friend in his patrimonial domai&s, 
stiU held in the hande of the English. The resufe 
of this espeditioaiSftoldat lengtb by Uenty th^ 
Minstrd) a. quotation -from which we have given', 
aodto whoBLthe reader is nferred for fertfaer pai«- 
ticulars* . . 

' Kerlie, thus restored, did u^^fiMrget his friend 
and benefactor. He collected his scattemd va?- 
sals^ whom he armed and discijidined ju-tiie best 
manuer his. circumstances would permit, holding 
A chosen ^y always iu rea^iuess to « march at 
the qailof the Regent. Nor was there say bfttUe 
of note fooght during the regency ia which he 
(lifl . not take a part. And tradition affiruvsy that 
ai the Isualbattle of Faikii k^ KerUe appeared 
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the head of five httiidred joaif.matt oi.vihmiisMrt 
fiUio io itniiie&Gliitl .attempt io-jneeeiieSkJ^itti 
Gi^iemef who was' aorrouudadby Aifaat poituni'Cf 
ike En^liah Bmy caaiaMuidiMi by Brace. >Tbe 
tradition farther asserts, that it was by the spear 
.of hU aovereign the heBO'Iostt fata Ufiow Dr that 
.aa^it ma^t it iaa.^^sUeataUiahed fact,, ibat rafter 
tbrd^ih.of Grsem^Jif^laQe didsot-^T^posftthe 
saiQe confidence inaoy other, foUottev, as in Keiv 
Jlie ; aad.- ia every inataxkie we: find thia xepaid by 
jawarmtb* of zeal and deyolioa. ta the causa* ia 
^bi«b: they Were embadced,. that: amply justified 
tbe^^leotioftbe h»d'. made » i>aD d even in the last 
c^iegtaeftiQ^ when thee snareaof tfa&eiieaiy were 
narrowing around him—when the hero whom ihey 
'poUld «(rter ceiiqaer in the fields was doomed to 
iali a martyr-' to. most unnatmnd treachery— whett 
the oeitrest rdatiTe be had. on earth, aBnied by 
the gold^d the promises of England, became ae^. 
icessojy to bis ovm political degnulatioo^ and for a 
faaoctful of viledrofifl^ gibbeted himself to evedast* 
ing infamy, iby betraying bis own nepheW' into 
the I^ands of a merciless .and unpcineipled tyrant ! 
JXWM then that the. brave chief of Crn^letoB^ 
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3Cogembfi Ux OB^iv&.tfae ben> uiNterithdin he had 

iiiugte, aid the cacBse &r sffaioh'.be bad \Atdj 

iXU8faed!c».ihe i|i^axa.cf the enetty^ and a&tled 

!mtb'his blood hist de^otim to bin xaitkuxymA 

•fiiieUty iahmgbneral*. . ; . . .> ; : > 

. la tkiB hasty ttrienroE the K£e ofiKtUitiy to(|i 

Ustory and 'traditdob. hasire bkca aaiteMok€d-Ui 

furnish out the scanty materials ; anddt^iv^dtfeply 

to be regretted, ihat soilsttie is k2fiefim,i«lttre so 

nubh'hflBbden deserved*. l?bat iie wasiu^ijdt 

in the steictfiBt ageoepiatioBitf the iekvd,i$ afadt 

jiofc to befqnestioaed $i^*-4ind <liat hettca&the fidth^- 

ivi fiieadtandoonqnbmi of; WaHace^ Most bi^ &- 

tpaByt adniitted; asy uiidEtr eT8ry'Vi«is^lid« <if 

ibrttfne^ we finclliiai. tanged' by bin side^ 'eaidfidi^g 

his toHs,! oir sharo^^ida tmnaphs^^aiid uie to^ifh^ 

ead. ^]&erite*« .Was tbelaelt motftal atm that wa^ 

raised to defiaidbfimfxbm the^dastarcft^^afisttsidb 

to whbm:ke was basdy tiMl 

. Tiiere ate stifi a nandaa^ of (aMdMoatl^^f^ 

ingi amdng oar ^solitary gleai>;-a»]i^ehbt4ih<^9by 

the peasantry, recording the actions of the re^ 

dotibted KkUe, But these nil ailto- toib trhnal 

ia. tfaeir ^nsitwce to ^matiti^ais^' notice ; ^i^- wtM^a 

B 2 
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Otherwise, so combmed with. palpaUe aiisiiniia^ 
ties, or monstrous anachrooianiB, that they, aie aIs- 
togetfaer unfit for publicatioB; The foUvwiug was 
tak^Q, about twenty .yiaos'agoi from the recital 
of aa old man, who gave its; joatiiue with a de*> 
gree of clfariieBa^anil.mtnuto aiteiittoii to.parti* 
culars, seldom to be met \ with in. a .traditisci (oK 
sttch leiBigth* 

It ated^ficavceiy be added^ that thei Kerlie of 
the lege&d was not the hebo of LoiidQii Jull^ bat^ 
in all probability, a descendmit. of that redoubted 
dianioter. And. it may afiord a portion' of gratis 
fication to those of our. readers, not alxseady ac«- 
quaioted with the fact, to^be informed, that, there 
are «tiU three highly respectable jGuntUes in Scotv 
land^ who boast their descent fiom that brave as^ 
sertor of our. independeoee.; and after the most 
minute and diligent enquiry, we can, with c^- 
tainty, now affirm, that Captain Bobert M^Ker^ 
lie, Ordnanee. Store.keeper in Edinburgh Castle, is 
the undoubted linealrepreseatative of that ancient 
house. 

Of the other personages in the drama, little 
cfupi.beisaid. Tradition records, that the caatM 



t)f Kiilcclafugh Titis' iat one titlie porseiseed by a fa- 
iHous freebooter caffed Grasnie ; aiid- that he had 
incurred a sentence of oot^a\vry,•ftn* some depre- 
dation committed on the border, and fled to Gal- 
loway, ilv'here he obtained a footing iti the manner 
get forth in the legend. Many acts ''of barba- 
tons <iruelty are handed down of- this 'ruffian, too 
gross to be mentioned, one^nly oFwliich we shall 
Iriraply notice^ 

In an excursion he once made to plunder the 
lands of Muirfad, he met with a notable defeat; 
for the eld laird, awatre of his intentions, had col- 
lected a body of his friends and dependents to- 
gether, and these being placed in ambush, Graeme 
was taken completely by surprise,.a number of his 
^ang killed, and himself seriously wounded. Stung 
with rage and shame at being thus- foiled, where 
•he did not expet-t even resistance,^ he Towed vcn- 
^eance ;*— nor was it^ong protracted; for, watching 
iiis 0[iJ>ortunity, he appearea so suddenly before 
the tastie, with a strong force, that those within 
'Were taken quite unprepared. What they could 
klo they did : They secured the 'gates, or rather 
^eors/Tor it never could ha^'e beeo a place capa- 
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Ue of makiog much resistance. Greme demaDd- 
ed admissioo^ uttering the most dreadful threaia 
in case of refusal. Gordon, sensible of his owu 
weakness, was desirous of entering into some cpm- 
promise with the robbers^ and, for that purpose^ 
solicited a parley at the door, agaii^st' which, 
Gi»m/e had by this time, piled up faggots and 
brushT^wood, for the purpose of netting it on fire, 
A sum of money in the meantime^^ and a future 
annuity, by way of black-.meal, for protection, 
or rather forbearance, were the terms agreed 
on. The Xaird being in no condition to 8tipu« 
late, was glad to accept of aay thing short of 
miin* 

' Their arrangements having heen fim^ly made, 
Grseme observed, that they might as ^Ipart 
friends ; and advancii^ to the grated window, in 
the centre of the door through wh^ch thjeir n^gotia^ 
tions had been carried on, find having .revived 
the stipulated sum, he held out hisvha^ at part^ 
jbg. ,As this was a piece of courtesy which could 
loot be declined with safety, the proffered symbol 
of amity was accepted. No sooner^ however, were 
their.hands jpined, than Grasme^ throwing a noo30 
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over the other's wrist^ pidled with all his mi^t^ 
till an iron staple was driven into the wall^ to 
which he fastened the end of the chain, and in« 
stantly setting fire to the pile, burnt him alive be- 
hind his own door ;-^the castle, and all it contain^* 
ed, being deatrojed, except the lady, as 8hewn in 
the legefid. 

Of this celebrated per^pnage,. little more re» 
mains to be said, as every thitig wtnth recording 
It^been engrossed in the following tale ; and al- 
though, like most traditions, it' may have many 
fictitious circtunstaneesiliterWtDven id-its texture^ 
yet, -on the whole, it ideddlMi itself with too 
many locaUties, not to hate its basid resting on 
something more stable than conjecture ; the 
flames,! 4UHi many of die o^curren6es, being quite 
familiar to' (iie<e«hi' of' mb^ old people in the 
naighbonrhood. 
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*' Ve pilgrim cam to ye knicht*8 ha* dore» 

An* he tirled at ye pin, 

An* he 'prated for j^ s^e o' ye Sancta in glore* 
« They would. rieea^*.Jet him in.*' : • 

^ BONNT MaI^T GOKDOllr^ 

jtn old Gallowajf song* 



. CiuiGGj;i(70ji|i jCaatle, the principal ioeoe. oF tfae^ 
following )egeiid^ 6tail4s o|i theliigh^tswellof a 
contiDuoui^ range of precif»ices, tjiat extehd for 
8cm^ ^ii^ along-the eastern shore, of: the county * 
of Wigtown, the ruin > still forming, a conspicuous • 
land-Q);ark from the sea^ for vessels centering the 
bajk On approaching, it from the /couhiby,, the 
traveller cannot help admiring the judicious selec* 
tion of the ground on which it 6iands> or rather 
stood ; as, according to the ancient system of war- 
fare, and mode of attack, it must have been all 
but impregnable^ and even^ according to modern 
tactics, it possesses eapabiUties^^ which, under the 



i3il«clioaof askilfureagmeer^'migiit BttU be reo* 
tiered a place i)f considecabie ifttnength, 
. That portion of tlie predpice on which it stands^ 
juts forward into the sea^ like one^of the bastioncr 
of a star-fOrl^ having adeepre-entraat angle on each 
of its sides, without any curtain. The eai^tle itself, 
w|iicfa 6tood directly in the gorge of the bastion^has 
bad a deep and broad ditch towards the land, and 
oyen beyobd that a line of fortifications, which has 
e&tended alofag the whole opposite feces of the re- 
entrant angles, so "that, till these were in possession 
of the bedieg^, tbecastle never could bavebeen ta- 
ken iu f)ank,and tbeassaukinfront, considering' the 
mature jof tbe ground, nmst have been aH but hope- 
less. At thebottomof oneof tfaeangles,'thereare Aili 
renoaifiing some m^ks of a paiih^ which must hava 
b^n cut out of the e6lid rock, for the pui'fwiise of 
comfBuaic^ting 'with the beach beiieal^y atid<soiiie 
ruins atthejiigh water-niark, point out where their 
stiipS'Or ^SQpls must hate found, ai best, a preca^ 
liopa she.tt^r* We are informed, however, that staplea 
nfe. still visible; to which a chaiahas been fastened, 
whict^ jwfaeu drawn 'tight, alike prevented ingri^ 
apdegi^ss. The path up the precipice, was inter^i 
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liooseoverit^^tidvmidefiMidBd^jradiikeb^portisiUK^ 
^c; and the ^th theo asoended ta a^ wittdtag dlrec- 
tioQarouDdtb^bawofthe pototjor basttoa oawbich 
the castle BtoQd^ till it tenmaated inthe bottomof 
otji^ of the Fe<*etittaiit atigteS| as has already beea 
B^ftd^haViog^a MrallDrparapet on its lower stde^ to 
ptQveQlt atscideats. Altbougb almost etery v^- 
tige'of tbiB»e .works have now disappeared, yet tra* 
ditiQii Aiaiataius that they oQoe existed, andiefiec- 
tipa. tbrowB her mite into the «csde>ia its fovour^ 
aud: leads to the coaWction, that hklf theloeal ad** 
vwtagi^ of tfaesitoatioa must ba^e4>ee!a!lo8t| with* 
out some commimioattoil with the sea. -A high 
b^ttkrasnied wall swept round the coart-yard ; 
aad from its whole baaquettey the path from 'the 
shore to the top oi the precipioe^ was seen and 
commatided, while a gate, fortified lo the sam^' 
ni«niier»s at the barboQ^r, defended the castle from ' 
suxfffise QaL.tbe ^e oest the«ea. Another "walU 
fermii^a segmiemt of aa eKien^tire circle, lined the 
interior side of the ditchr ia front df thecascle, frt>ni: 
the one reentrant: angle to the other; aad having/ 
a .gste in its Qont^e stnoagly fortified, rendeiing it^' 
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This castle had^fortune immemorial, been thtffitiu 
o^Qoial reaidenqe of tbe powerful' family of K^i^* 
Ontbe easteni side of .Wigtown, bey, aB4 ^U^^t 
dijrectly oj^osite' to CriiggIetoi>^ atood tb^.^D^e 
fonuidable castle of £irkclai^. it, Ul|e the Iq»^ - 
n^, reared its bead in tem&csmi^ ^^ ^h» 
brink of aj&igh^ful pmc^ke; .aj»4' bad b#e4 lii* ' 
ffsded towards tbe.laod by a di^cb of iWoijdable 
depth. The almost kppesx^ptible f^w bf aatoti^ 
pier poiotsout, as in "Cvugglefooi ii^hfive ^if»r 
sjeader navy had. been sbeltes^lrom ib^ souih^rh. 
-tei]ipestjandadeep^aiidieapapioiJ|s^ven)^ae<{e#ib1e ' 
only at low water, runs far ap be)H>Dd the foui^dd^ 
tioos of the castle, and which, after eeveral i|itf iicate 
tondfigs and windings^ tradition say% tAtsm^f^ 
in an opepiag in one of the .aaglefi of t^ frnvt-- 
yard. Ahb0kigh no anch :Soiilerime eatf n^w be 
discovered, either from the caver^j' h^Iotv> m the . 
ruin abovei -yet ito ^^iBCeiK)er.ja -vep^i^ bffMy 
probable by the refieGtioUt that in caae pf a* ^iefSfb 
the garrison would have been fffedtnaUy ^H off 
ftom an eomrounication' with die. beach b^afa^^ 
and CQnsequently their navy could-faave been of uo 
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1196, either la procariag supplies^ or facilitUtiag their ' 
escape. 

This almost impregnable castle, mth a consider^ ' 
able ^Ltent of territory around it, was the pitjperty 
of a gentleman of -the name of M^'Cnlloch. He 
was a cadet of the family of Cardoness, and mar- 
ried a daughter of GorA>n of Muirfad, by whom ' 
he had onedaughter. TheyVete mnch esteemed by * 
aH ranks of sodety, and at a period when the fea« 
dal institutions rendered the lower classes altoge- 
ther dependent on their superiots, the family of 
Kirkclaugh were looked up to as an order of beings 
highly exalted, by their moral virtues, i^bove the 
petty tjrrants of that bai4>aT0fis aera. It has 
been said that they made the four pilgrimages' 
barefooted-^nay farther, that fhey founded an abbej^ • 
somewhere in the parish of KiritmabSI'eck, for th^ 
support of i^elvc'^rphan children, which they li^ 
berally endowed* • ' 

' One stormjr evening in the month of December, 
^en the wrhole household were assembled around 
a blazing wood fire in the great haill^ the warden* 
cameio, and announced that a stranger had arrived, 
-and beg^ned Iftrd to be admitted for the niighl. He 



satdy bis w^le appeanuioe bpi« evident marks of 
ekAMue wretchedness^ that his clothes were in taf- 
-tars) aod his Jiaod bare ; and* yet, in spite of these 
sjrntboiB of mia^rjr, his bearittg and addbeass bespoise 
him of aaocder above tbat of a oommon mendicant. 
^* I wiUqucisyonbim myself) '* said'thelaird; ^' he 
most be worthless indeed^* if I send him from 
mjr doom oa such » nighti''^ Fnlt of his hospttablb 
^urpQSfii'he ascended, the snail turret ;orrer tlie gat«» 
and tfaroDgh th^ gkmn of tfas^iast fading twilight^ 
he beheld a^faimxan :beijig shive^ag beneatfatfae tem- 
pest* The rain distilled in torrents froin the tattero 
in whichrhia form was enveloped^ yet his tall com!^ 
manding figure . stood erect beneatii the . blast that 
raved ar^mnd him. ^^ Wbence^on^ you^ and whr- 
tfaer are yon gi^g y ellqnired^e laiid. ^ ;I come 
fJBom the borders of Scotland^^a wreteh laden with 
many sorrows, ruined in circomptanees^ ^& brok- 
en in spirit, and will feel gratc^lfortahelter from 
the Morm, fire tOMranm me, and food to ippease the 
ecaidogs ,of hunger^ and in the xii^rlisDg I will de« 
patt/'^'These are boons I nevierdfiiiedtotbemean« 
est of the bnmanirace. Warder, aAnit the strand 
ger^ w!bilst I give thenecmaryoiiders for food and 
raiment," 
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Ii»eiit»njc^«idi>ii ajDCsaoer.Tiflncyme eotiai3er- 

9lsiy ;iii.ibe ^e8totfbattioti:«ir the imfaaties of the ctMd^ 

Hifr ^p«lttfii«ot^ tboiigli modeit; was fiseblfmmHeKii- 

|?fim«4mttt^««9A issaddrees^flU^wedi thai towhat- 

.w^'gnii^^ .society kdaittiiattj;^ bck»gad,1ieTvaK 

MO- stnlilsfif to iht fd9Bmnioi(tbiG bi^aS^t* . 

. .WbfM tbet <»lfe of hiiogbn liad bcbvBatisfied^ and 

•Jhfi»i4MotfhQd m^ eichan^Kir fbr comfcttafaie apt 

jiareV^ hk^iyewatacgiiBjBt' W iiMi fc .Boeh aioKtenoiy- 

,plmt9> ihatillidse ndiaffitv^ hini'Mi Uei fitsdapproatb 

tQ dicrj^t&,itad mnoiIifficiikjrlasecci^iiiDg.HimL 

. TJidlaini,! teanouag (the diaoaacae^ ifiucb bi^ 

j^^OQelof^mteit wai^dcw to the stmager^.itanta ioi 

dilpodiiiat io JbnakMat the fiint iot^h^cw, «*^ 

^jiMr4d:by:wbafe miafiiitiAie he liadi bee» veiiacai 

to fajsip«eabiit.todditiob'-y and' vftf iaAmued^ thalkfA 

ntjMWMdBnfe !pffft? fradi ^e fiigliafa ^im^ badsnu 

4>tMC|]; bia .boosef ; tbaH as.he bad j^e foiee tq o{^ 

9«M^ ^tbciaiv foba^ Ub sin^anny.hd coocealed 

jhia^el^ iptdck-ltbia imppeeaioiii d»t they woiiM t«* 

iife.with wbiatpfauHldr.tbfef. omdd get, Bbtiiif 

thi» bie wfta falsify nuatakea ; for^ dfiaj^idiei) in 

ivkat ap^pealDBl to bariaJbeeDAbeprittcrfial bbjibt 

iiD< tbeif' expediiioD> ti»y wreaked^ tjbdbiiiiilkff> ail 
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U^ ii^oci^jt' wife 'spdr^biH^, who^^ (h^:|itt ^o^ 

s\V0¥4 fcmjl^^ the liaiid&trf t|^ .foist Ji^ ^obU re«oi%. 
1^4']^ des|d'at fav^ifl?^ ip >9 iHsftMit; He idta^ 
tev^.rfl ,cry of Jtio^i^ ^ h^ ifar^vr jbiiiifidlf 
^er the bteediog bod^ ef '^(iieJlidd dear oit 
eactb^ imo the ye^y m^ ^.i hi^ seoaaoiieii ; nor, 
«QuU. he po^ibJy t^ how he .leaped in the 
stvife^ as rev^yi^, n^t^^ai^tyv Is^to his ob^etl 
JiecpHectioa seem^ fcir die (hue to. hd(vi fbr^ 
saken* him^ 8^,, wjieii i|: returnedy. he fotmd hiih*^ 
self at a considerajile di^aBoe-fimni hi8:hoa«e^ 
aod' ivhat appieaced to hitapi mo^t-aingular wan, ftbat 
he wa9 ttohurt*. He said; thatf on 0^mgia» eyeB. 
hBckm^By be iaaw jhia lat^eomfecttUe dimeUtiig 
^dteloped in flames^ and heard the Aob^ ot^ the 
plandemeraiiiifigled with tjhe iQwiegof.iiiacsGtti^ 
as they weie driving th^mefft ChiRl he^w/rathmr 
than ran back toiheir re9Pue^-^bttt 8tUI>as he ap*^ 
proached the blazing niioi the noise seemed to'i^«* 
cede^ aod fall fainter On hi^ ear ;^iii short, ilie prey 
vas earned off*, and he was left without a bouse 
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to idielterhiitt, or a morsel of bread t6 satisfy the 
demands of natiire,— a houseless^ friendless outcast^ 
with every endearing link that bound him to his 
specieS) snapt asunder and destroyed forever ; that 
even the lasrt sad token of r^pect, whith the dear 
objects of his afiection could ever have received 
At his hands, was denied them, as their b6dfes were 
consumed in the blazing ruin ! He fled, he knet^ 
not whither, the bloody sWord stdl in his hand. 
He wandered through the ^deepest recesses of thd 
forest,— nor did rivers or precipices impiede his 
march ; the present was the fourth day since 
his misfortunes overtook him, and he faad^ during 
that period, only once before tasted food ; his 
wish was to enter into the service of sfome chief 
who would afford him food, raiment, arms, and 
Englishmen tocope with, — and starting to his feet,' 
he exclaimed, ^ By the Holy Apostles, Dugald 
Grseme, who never broke faith with friend or foe, 
shall exchange with him the right hand of fidelity* 
as a brother, obey him as a sertant, and follow' 
him through the world as a slave.'' 

The laird replied, that he deeply felt for his sor«' 
rows-^and the more so, as they were of a kind ta 
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pifsn)!^ «U hfif^iiiE vBdnB»» Bb stated^ tfasfc tibbugli 

tjgf t}|g4t^ .9liiwre iq£ kia MtabtiiUMiieat put ft oat 

^ Aif p(]^^ t<»mdi»»anj( aagmentafetoQ te it, yet 

that he should be received. Ma welo^me goest, for 

^^tH||^i9^K<9»ighfc£Bek<dMp08e4 He 

i^HWtiii^^ liMiM9r«i^t iif heliad hq «h)ef to whom he 

v^n^ .^fwA ia jiwns of feudal awitf , who cooM 

k%^^§a^kKe^l]N«lipl^ia<p]»8M:«m^g^ .^Graeme, 

^9fiMWfiAW'Y»9me0ilVua, peplied^ that it was his 

n^%tfMAfi t^ hggf^hmKi m inkabitaat of a part d 

^iM W^V^f, kwmBi oa the bordepof Scotland by 

tJ^bf^^MP^I^ ^PP^tion of Bebateab)e4!aiid ; and his 

%^ei»fi%|}K¥^gkh0lli nuaerous and powerful, had 

1W^ili.¥i£Hrt09il^oafiJDeceiitoecasion, astoin- 

Q^Ff^ ,4kpiJlMaium<»f tiMir soverrigo ;«'-and, al« 

tjiy^gb 4l;imiM^hii{iB been aa easy thing for them 

ti^.bl^i(il^fiAd^ti^Qm9eh«9belo|reim&^ tri- 

bll99U}^* lhdl;.thmeiieiiaBSy haviag^^for the time 

complete possession of the royal ear, liad, by cir- 

<^)^4ljti9f Aifmeaef pIan8ible^ftlsdkMMl»t pre- 

ji^di<@^ j^9^«jrediit jeitseg&ely haaardbu^ for them 

m Upkm .lMM^p«mQKaaDdptOj^e|tiesatll» dispos* 

%\ft tiU » AaiPW^ oppcotanitjy Ibr undeceiving 

Im fhi^M ^Bhx kwir; that 4!bey had in eonse- 

o 



HT 



S4 THE STANDARD OF DENMAllK ; 

qnence witiidrawii to the south siie of the border, 
and placed th^nsdves under the protection of the 
king of England, where they intended to remain tilt 
better times came about. 

. While making tfaiscommunication^Graeme could" 
not avoid observkig a cloud of suspicion gradualljr 
condensing and hovering around M^CuUoch'sbrow, 
which at last settled intoa daik gloom, that ovef-^ 
spreadthewholeofhi& manly features. He instant- 
ly became sensible of the mischief he had done^ 
and hastened to remove it. He concluded by ob* 
serving, that for his own part, as he had not been 
actively concerned in the measures which gave . 
such ofSbnce at court, he preferred remaining at 
home, to becoming an alien and incurring a sen- 
tence of forfeiture, and that his defenceless state 
had invited the cupidity of the plunderers, which- 
to him had been attended with such dis^rous con- 
sequences. \ < ■■ "■ 

During the foUowing^d afew subisequent days, 
Gi?Bme moved about the castle like a spectre. A 
settled melancholy had invaded his bosom, and was 
^weeping his whole mental energies before it.- He 
was often alone, and when discovered, wds always^ 
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io tears* He seldom spoke^ and if addressed by 
any of the imimtes, always re]died with a gracious 
smile lighting up his countenance, and in language 
too studied and courtly -for the occasion. -At 
: last, however^ hi» despondency began gradually to 
give way $«— he seemed once more disposed to mingle 
in the concerns of active Uie ; he joined the retain- 
ers and servants of the house m their nsu^l avo- 
cations^ and lent his willing assistance in the pier* 
formanceof even the most menial offices. Ueappear- 
ed particularly ambitious on these occasions ol at- 
tracting the attention of the laird, and ultimately 
succeeded to the utmost extent of his wishes* He 
took the department of the stable under his own 
immediate . management ; he arranged and new 
modellad every thing ; — the skins of tlie horses be- 
gan, froip constant friction^ gradually to lose their 
tawdry appearance^ and to assitme Dfaat hue which 
is the result of proper attention. Nor was the re- 
form, so rigorouriy set on foot, limited to the caval- 
* ry alone. The housings and accoutrements were 
carefully examined, and underwent a thorough re« 
pair, and every thing connected therewith placed 

in the most serviceable state. 

c2 
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Tbi^airmoary n&xi wdsd^ubjisctedto a strict scru- 
Ittfuy f AM ihoae surms t^hut were gpoodf both o£BensiYe 
9^/d(^ndive» yyece polisbfidtULt^y^oae like a 
mnw^ and thekurdcimld Apt helpadmiringtbe ad- 
dfe^^ h ith wbipii (SiiseiAe could oliach a rivet or 
h^M ^p^ar* Tbo&iKe wooton, ispairii^ the bad, 
aod pkaoipgandbumisluiag up.the whole, till every 
scipaiulo article it coataiaed ivas fit for immediate 

STpr idid the castle itself escapethe invest^^ou 
oftbd officioa9 straoger. He from,time to time 
e^ered the most jncycious mmarks oa its d^ences, 
mi suggested certaio impfovemeata which appear* 
^sp seilf-evidei^, that ..they were adopted immedi^ 
atdy. The ditchi whiK^h, though eapacioiis» being 
QQly a dry one, he .filled with water, by diverting 
a 99>aU stream out of its original channel, intp.it, 
M^. paused flanking to weirs tQb&builtin.theao^^s 
o4\this waU that sanron^ded the'Coartryard.«^Ih 
shpirt, hi/5 ascendancy was by this . time so firmly 
^ahli^b^df thai; he Jiad oialy to suggest improFer 
i^Ats tp lensiuie jtbeir.being adopted wiihoutfartfaeir 
Q9$8tipn. There ^eeltted to e^ist betwuU the )air4 
and him^ a kind of tacit compact, to which eacl^ 



A TALE OF CrttfeGLttOlf CASfTLE. 37 

party adhered mthout farther expUnatito. AU 
though bearing no officii ismk ih the house, eitlier 
as a retainer or sertant, he nevertheless appeared ' 
by this time to have become as efTeetiVe ^ memb^ 
of the.estabUshifiefit a^eithd^; and in these didi- 
ple days^ ^hen tbd whole hduseihold weite plae^ 
atthefsame tahle^ without £Nflb^:]»spiect td per-* 
sons than what arose frt)m arraagement, Graeme' 
even there wICf perjpittodto hb]d the samee^uivo^ ! 
cal rank which wai eoficeded to ktih elsevthere^ 
Althou^^ot admitted to the daisytobr beneath the' 
canop]^^ he waa'Uevetthdk^s^tedibove the fmlC« 
From' the d^ hdl^etsatu^ ftu inmate of the ciis^ ' 
ik, he studiously erased ^Vler j^ attempt lo dieit 
farther loformlKlaon 'firomhim^ r^spebtii^ hiv own" 
affairs. Althbug^ 0u bis fir^ ainwal, he seem^ 
to court enquiry, and was all apparent opemioat 
and candour, yet these traits of his character 
soon gave way to those of evasion and reserve. 
When the question put, was of such a tendency 
as to require a direct answer, he generally repli- 
ed, that every recurrence to his misfortunes 
brought along with it such a torrent of mental 
laceration, that it quite unhinged hun for a day 
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afterwards. He, tlierefore, begged a lespite for 
a short time, till he could so far master his feel- 
ings, as to endare the probe without wincing un- 
der its infliction. 

• On one occasion, the lady of the mansion en« 
quired what family his wife belonged to. He 
started as if a burning arrow bad pierced hi? 
brain ; his countenance became pale as ashes ; 
large drops of cold sweat hung like globules 
from his cadaverous forehead ; and his whole 
frame shook with agony. At last, by a desperate 
effort, he recollected himself so far as to reply, 
'^that her name was Scott." The lady, who wit- 
nessed the intensity of his sufferings, apologised 
for the pain she had unintentionally given him^ 
and studiously ayoided every allusion to the sub- 
ject in Aituite. 
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CHAP. IL 



^< In joyoui youth, what soul hath never known 
Thought, feeh'ng, taate, harmonious to its own,— 
Who hath not pausM while Beaiity*s pensive eye 
AskMfrom hislieart the homage of a sigh,— 
Who hath not owned, with rapture-smitten frame. 
The power <of grace, the magic of a nam6 ?*' 



CAMnau.. 



Alicia M'CuLLOcH, the only child of the laird 
oT Kirkclaugh^ as has been said^ was now in her 
eighteenth year ; and ahhoagh legendary authority 
4a most instances^ rests satisfied with a few sweep- 
ing assertions, condensing within the limits of a 
single sentence, every ihiug that can be applied 
to either beauty or accomplishments^ yet on the 
present occasion, it has not left us to oscillate in a 
state of dubiety, as it assures us that she was superla- 
tively beautiful ; — ^that her features were moulded 
aRer the finest cast of Girecian outline ;-^that her 
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complexion was purity itself, sullied only by the 
presence of the fabt blush of the opening rose- 
bud on her cheek;— -that no statuary, from 
Praxiteles to Canova, ever moulded a Grace with 
such classical symmetry of person as that she pos- 
sessed; — and no poet, from Solomon to Scott, 

« 

ever embodied in one mind so much of female 
excellence as was found in ber* 

True it is, that we cmttot spestk wi)!& ce^in- 
tyas to the specific nature of the accomplish- 
menta^ which gave dignity and grace to a form so 
fair* We may safely infer, however, that the fol- 
lowing were amongst the number:— She was 
deeply skilled in the vulnerary and medicinal qiia« 
lities of every plant and lichen that- grew on her 
native mountains ; and from them she composed, 
salves and tinctures, embrocations and febrifu- 
ges^ laden with which, she visited the couch of- 
pain and the bed of sickness, and like aminister<i . 
ing angel, came with healing under her wings.* 

She also possessed the secret of extracting 
from the Tegetable world, every tint and shade 
that nature has scatteped with profusion over the 
face of creation* She could impart to the fleeces 
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of bei^fat&er'd' flocks the flaunting vierdtii'e of the 
istomier^s forest^ as well as the ^eaf add yellow 
^ hue of autumn. The crinison gloria bftheeveii- 
ing clouds, and the ltfv€ly aznte of tHe midnight 
iky, all gaVeoUt their hues at her magical touch. 
Hfeii th^ sociltlraiiibo^, in its fittile attempts to u- 
tiitemotnt^tb mbtbitaib^in the fleeting and ^van- 
teti&it giiispof Woddly fiiisndship, could not elude 
her reseat cfr, (mt Was pltindtered of its prismatic 
%e»tb adom thi^^hoiilderi?irf soitae rustic retdner. 
Of her literary acqtiiretti^nts, littte ean be s£lid, 
as ott^ r^iiders ne6d scatdely be infbnned, that at 
Ae period ailttd^d to in on^ legend, book^ wer^ 
air ill flhaii«ist6ript. It may ntctdrAllf be infbited, 
thaiefOfi^ iMt Bti* fefhfitVHbraiy W^s Mi very 
«fcft(Bii^ve. Skdfafedtfead, IfoweVe^^dieteg^ndbf 
SaStft Wiiiiim^ Wllfh that Of Skfttt i^oMk dfid^ 
Siliift C^ili&*; ^ Milcf tiot,^ geMfe'r^^der, wheti 
tv^^add ib f bi t^h^, tM eqn^y holy ndme» 
crmMB^lakito' and f^hit KitMtbd— -for eacit o^ 
th^&« VH)ffMe^^toti^{^irIod^ d^e i^sf^Yeiodeiil in 
tlMf THarn dF titHMl^e^on. 

Tbata^fdm iM) fiir^^^tf a^mind i^ ridhiydttft^d 
Wfth'^ti the Umrn^ of m Uitti^, should hdve 
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been permitted to grow up like a flower iu a de- 
sert^ without a sigh being wafted to her bower 
window, or a spear broken in honour of her, would 
have been a stain on the gallantry of the age she 
flourished in: — but such was not the case: for 
many a youthful aspirant laid his fortune and 
titles at her feet ; and many a ruddy cheek was 
blanched with despair, as he turned bis charger's, 
head round to take a farewell glance at the lofty 
turrets of Kirkclaugh^ and of the proud insensible 
beauty who had rejected his suit. 

Dugald Grasme possessed a tall, elegant figure ; 
a set of regular, though pale features ; long flow- 
ing locks, that spread over his shoulders, as dark 
as the raven's wing, and^uick pi^*cing eyes, that 
seemed to read the hand- writing of nature on the 
tablets of the heart, and to detect the vagrant idea 
while it flitted through the regions of the brain, 
ere the wand of reason had embodied it in a tan- 
gible shape* He appeared to be in the very prime . 
of manhood, and might perhaps have been border- 
ing on forty years of age; although his smooth 
forehead, and erect carriage, would not have set 
him down for much more than thirty. With 'alt 
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tbis^ however, he had a something of lurking sus« 
picion in his profile, — a kind of sinister glance in 
his dark eye, whi«h, although it did not strike 
an ordinary observer at first sight, yet when once 
discovered, made an impression never to be erased. 
. He was now, to all intents and purposes^ con* 
sidered as a permanent inmate of the castle ; nay, 
he was become so necessary to the laird, that no 
imdertaking, even of the most trifling nature, was 
finally resolved on, till it had received his pre-- 
vious sanction. 

Notwithstanding the unlimited confidence thus 
placed iu iiim, he avoided every thing that, in the 
slightest degree, could induce a belief that he was 
acting on his own responsibility. He made a most 
ostentatious parade of the deference he j^d to the 
laird's orders, and was constantly applying for in- 
structions iu afFiiirs, though of themselves of the 
most trivial import. To the lady and Alicia, he 
was all humility and condescension ; he seemed e- 
ver on the alert to serve and obli^ them ; he ne» 

. « • 

ver addressed them but with cap in hand, and in 
the most respectful terms ;— -he was constantly ly- 
iug iu wait for opportunites of affording them an 
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agt^eeable surprise^ sldd in dhe itistanc^^ he mt- 
t6eAti beyond his iDOst sanguine espectsitiott^. 

Alicia, like the ladies of tW period^ i^-ad erh» 
thbsiaStiealljr atf ached to field sports^ piarticfilar^ 
If hattking ; atid the atteHtioti she paid to th^ 
fef^higatid trainiiigh^ bivdd^ \^as otie of thd prin- 
cipal B6urees of amnsement ^ enjoyed, Ofi tlf^ 
ftltie of the ptec^pice, directljr below thfe cs^l6, » 
paii^ ef beautifi^ falooiis^ of the gendine breeS^ hUA 
fttt mafly yeahi baih their nest, a^ rda^ tfat9r 
young with perfect safety. The plac^ tbe^ hvAjU^ 
^i6tLh]y selected for that pui^se, had hitherto 
beeb cotii^et^d ad akdgether inaccei^ble. On^ 
praceding season^ Aliciti had expressed a wisk 
to possess one of them> and a farouritc page, 
stnxitius to render heir a service^ h'kd i^a^ly rt^^ 
tttted to reach the d£ii)ge)^6us eyrie, when his hblA 
giving way, he was piecifMtated to the bott^)fiii>j 
and literally dashed to pieces. This fatal accident 
was a source of great lamefitation in the casflev 
particularly to the young lady, who c6\M not d?- 
vest herself of the idea thM she wa^ iti mth€^ de-^' 
gree accossttry to it^ All attempts of a siniilaf t^^ 
ture were . strictly forbidden ih future, lAjde^ the 
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peo^ty otf ^e f^aird's high disgleasu^^ atad the 
rtF/ va? b^on JAg to be forgQitfii in the qastte. 
Grsme having heard from so.pop Qf th^ v^sabtfie 
^^P^r)(lf^l narptive, detprmine^ i» Jm if^n paind, 
th»t iu d<B&u)ce of the intejrdict, he wp.u^d essay 
the perilous ^ve^ture, as soon as the birds were 
faUy .fl|sdged. For this purpose^ fhe c^otriyeda 
h)44er m£^e frpm twisted raw lu4es> wt^ch^ having 
se^^ed at thp top^ he descended in p^ect safety^ 
^ l^F^U^ht up ^e broody which he presented to 
his yqung distress. Joy sparkled in her eyes at 
th^ sight of the anlooked-for presents sdthoitgh she 
qhid hfp severely for his rashness^ and even hiat-* 
e4 9t the probable chappe of having offended her 
fgtbexy by setting such a^ example of insubordii^a- 
tioq before the infierior servants of the qastle. 

Qj^me Jtistd sufEcient tact to discgyer, tb/Bit 
whatever offi^ce he might have given he^ fath/er 
on the pre^ut occasion, he had given none to her ; 
or, ^]iad heev^n entertained a doubt on the su^bject^ 
s^i^ i^ve him Ujttle time.tp remain in suspense ; 
for on ob§frvi^ngthat he had slightly lacerated hifi 
ar^, QU tuf{un$ the sharp angle of a rQck« she 
took 9, richly embroidered scarf from her waist, 
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with which she tied up the scratch, telling hinr, 
that as he had been wounded in her service, he 
must keep it for her sake. 

Grseme dropt on his knees, and kissing the 
hemwith much seeming devotion, threw it grace- 
iFully over his shoulder, and rising to his feet, re- 
plied, ^^ Lady I thank you ; from my soul I thank 
you : you have much over-rated the trifling ser- 
vice It has been my good fortune to render you» 
I am a ruined broken man, bankrupt in every 
thing, but a heart overflowing with gratitude, for 
the generous protection afforded me under 5''our 
father *s roof: Sut lady, it has not been always 
thus with me. — I have seen the day, when in the 
listed field, I would have made the proudest peer 
in Scotland vail his bonnet to this scarf, and ac- 
knowledge the transcendent beauty and splendid 
virtues of her that gave it, or lie prostrate at my 
mercy, f am not what I seem the finger of des- 
tiny has pressed heavy upon me. Had I acted 
the part of the flexible rfeed, and bowed niy head 
before the tempest, it might have passed harm- 
less over me ; but confiding in my native strength, " 
I stood erect l?ke' the o^ of ihe fbrcst, and wai 
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shivered by its resistless fury. Had it been other- 
wise, I could this day^ under the pennon of my 
father's housCi have made an avowal, which, 
whatever might have been its reception, might 
have been made without presumption on my part^ 
and listened to without anger on your'^s. I am 
fully aware of the apparent disparity between our 
several stations in life, but am not without a hope 
that a brighter morning shall soon arise, when 
the cloud which has for some time overshadowed 
my fortunes, shall be dissipated, and the fiat which 
has doomed me to exile and obscurity be with- 
drawn. — I see you are offended ; but pardon my 
rashness, and never again shall I intrude my sor- 
rows on your ear, till I can emerge from the dark- 
ness in which I am at present shrouded, and boldly 
display in the face of heaven the bearings and cog-^ 
.Disance of my name.'' 

** Rise, Dugald Graeme,^ she replied (for he 
had again dropt on hb knees), *' I can grant no 
favourto my father's vassal^ that requires to be sued 
for with such hunulity. I am sorry that what! con- 
sidered in no other light than a trifling reward for 
a &vour done me, should have given rise to hopes, 
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that|iey^rc?ap l)^ j^alj^.^ar«)M)l)VW^ W#ft^ 
attainted rank ^if4 .^Wf^ t^U^ J tJv9^ fre i^/prjr 
icppipjper «eci:et9, if seci:^ts tbey arq^ ftr a ^ifvi^i^ 
lil^e me ;— -uQir Qao ^he discave^y ^ver 1^ iqe to 
cpnsider you in a^ij otber ^ghi t|;ian as my iad^^s 
bondsman^ till b^ ijustrqcl^ me 1;o t)ie coatHMy ;t^ 
for the pr^dQnt^ \yh^t b^ pufit sb^ refnaia a aecppqt 
with m^i but should yWiag^niutjriid© Oft ftfff^ 
va^y, with sucb siniAtQr,hin^9|^fi?i4 wofiUedof^r coy^ 
fidenqe^ I shaU b^y® ioVMejlia^ .f^W?»B :t.9 Wy ftr 
ther, who wijl ^o.l; p^r.mit hi^.ds^^jhter to I^^9mU«- 
ed with impunity;' gp sayii^^ ^bp fqw^ t9 bfff 
own ropm^ >bere s|i<^ ^^^il^d ^ijl ^b^ ^ittJSW b«Al 
sumnapne^ h?jr to the [b^» 
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The border filogan ren( the skj, 

A Home ! a Gordon t was the ciy-" 

Lond were the clanging blows : 

A|ltaiiecd«*forcfld baekp*tiow low— 4iow higb ^ 

The pennoa wjok and r o se — 

As bent the bark's mast in the gale, 

When rent are rigging, shrouds, and sail. 

It wa^cfsd *mld th« foea. Scon. 



The snmnier had commencedy and the repairs 
and improvements suggested in andaboutthecastle 
wexe in full progress, when it was discorered that 
a number of additional mrtifioers wonldbe reqiiir* 
ed to have them all finished before the winter set' 
in. Thelairdappliedto mostoffaisfriendsaBd neigh- 
bourS) for a few skilfnl masons and carpenters^ bnt 
n(me could be procured. In this dilemma^ Graeme 
hmted that a sufficient number of very superior 
workmenoould be hired firamhisnative place^ were 
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it safe for bim to go in search of them ; but that 
not being the case, he proposed sendbg Angus Don« 
aldson^ with a letter from himself to a friend^ who 
would engage, and send them with the messenger. 
Angus was a young itaan but recently taken into 
the laird's service^ who had atlsa^hed himself in a 
particular manner to Grseme. 

No other alternative offerings Graeme was de- 
sired to prepare his despatches, and Angus tohold 
liimself in readiness to set out at si moment's warn- 

friend, he did on the the second day, well mount- 
ed and armed, as the custom then was. He was J 
charged with two letters ; one he was to deliver to 
a pe«^cm- m Dumfries^ who was to pi^oeur^ hitA a ^ 
gil^d^JsHTitbe reraatndOT of hi^ journey,' and! the 6- 
tjiet^ to a eelefaiated border c^hief of the nam^ 6f 
ATms^ipng.: A sum of money suSicient tof Wr 
his {wobdUe espeoditiirey was'afso ^eiKrudted to his ' 
ch4^:;:^d at the suggestion of Qn^itie, a^mall 
pr«ifBnt wai9 sent^ to pn»pitiate>ttie good offices of 
tl)^ bK^de^ chieltain, anditobtirderliitnnidreailett 
ia<|^Q.bMsi|iep«f/ • :••' " ■ ' ' ' • • 
^ith thi^e tastiuoiioiia/and a wklM ti^onl^be 
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BflMer behind bim^ wtilstoredwitli prcKmider.bcrth 
for himflelf Mi fats hoifsey (there .beings npiiiDs oa ' 
the road in those times), Donaldson rode mentUy 
on) and reached DttinfeiesinsalletyoQthe Aiybe set 
out. On enqniry be soon found the person to whom 
his letter was iqdjiresaed, who having pemsdl il, 
eyed the messenger for «ome time with acgUui^e 
of 'keen scrutiny, and at last breaking sileik^^i said, 
*^ Aweel frien% I fiiid you are for the :borddr9 
chaiged wi' a letter to aiuld Davie Snakeheels^ liii* 
imaun furnisb ye wi' a guide ; now, let me ii^k ye 
just ae questioD,^ an nae mair^^o ye ken whar. fc 
are gaun ?** ,; . 

^ ^ I know only that I have a letter to deUveIr Aa 
Sir Da^id Armstrongs" replied Dcmaldson^ Boaxkr 
what abashed by the abruptness of the euquinf^ 
*f and being a stranger in this .part of the country.^ 
shall require a person acquainted witii the. roads to 
gnide me to his placeof residence, for which trouble 
I shall reward him.'' << An' what may the purport 
o*the letter be, that requires sic baste ?'^ enqninod 
the pertinacious colloquist.. ^* ^a I am not cdK^deOr 
tially ^trusted with my master's aecretSy" r^pUed 
Aagtts, somewhat nettled at being thus catechtsed 
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by a stinager, '< I presume the infonnatioa I hafe 
already given will be sufiiGient to enid^Ie yoa to da 
what is requiied of you.'* '* V^ra true, yowig 
laaD, ye say vera true; but in looIuDgout ipr a 
gnide.to.ye/w^iBaunl'aay ye*U gie hiin?^^ .^ I 
AaH in a great xheasure^ leave that to yourself/' 
Angus relied ; <<- Suppose I were to give him two 
rosenoblesywouldnottbat besuf&cient ? " '^ Ayeiaye^ 
the goud o' England ; its ri&r dn the .border than 
I hae seen it, the mairs the.pity. A\ved young 
man, Imaunjustgangwr you myself an' that them 
that sent ye kent £6u weel ; there's no anither man 
frae the tower o' Sanquhar to the gates, of Lochn 
tnabeuy that could carry ye to auld Davie's phice 
o^ residence, as yecaH«^-^r,mindwbatIsay^lJier^^$ 
no a clump o' hazle, or a tuft o' heather in a' the 
Aow o^ Tarras, but has beenhis place 0** residency aa 
time w ither ; an* jret he's aye to be found by them 
wha kien how to sedk him — ^but ye'r^keepin* me 
h^re^wban baithyourseran'horseieqmrere^tdn'rer- 
fieshment, tofityefor the journey that's afore us the 
mom." The guide, wbo appeared to be a man 
that had pasted the meridian of his life, and who 
kept a house of entertainm«it on rather a limited 
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Steak, DOW Jed th^ way to the stable, where, aflLer 
seeing the horses amply provided with rationsi he 
ifltroduced Angus to the kitchen, that he niigfat so- 
lace himaelf with such eatables and drinkables as 
the house could furnish. 

. In the morning they were up and (mounted be- 
times and proceeding on their jpumey. Their road^ 
for a considerable distance, lay over undulating 
pasture lands, intermixed with scanty patches of 
com fields just gettinginto ear. About mid*day they 
found that they had gained a considerable ^cent. 
They w^re now entering .a country altogether pa£U 
tpral ; the 3igns of cultivation were becoming less 
frequent, and in a short time entirely disappeared. 
The travellers alighted beside a small stream, where 
havipg laid the wallet und^ contribution, and lest* 
ed their horses for a couple of hours, they again 
sc|t foarwat-d.. i . , 

The guide nqw ur^d Angus to proceed at a 
swifter pace tfaaQ they h^d hithertQ done,. giving 
as a reason that they had many a weary mile to tra- 
vel before they came to their up-putting. <<Doyou 
mean to insinuate that we shall not reach the ^d 
of opr journey this even! pg ? " enquired Angus* *' We 
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]!D&y reach the en' d' oiir'jouiiiey sooner than wad' 
be gttid for'us/* repliedth^ guide ; ''^att* gin we din- 
na g^ aff tliis wadte afore the Bxxa sets, tliere^d 
nought mair likely tohappeil ns.'' So urged, AOi* 
gus and his companion gave their' Worses the icin, 
and- proceeded at a roifnd pace lor a few hours/ ex- 
ohangiDg only monosyllables occasionally* At last* 
the guide, ^piilling up his jaded ebarger, said they- 
might now proceed m(Mre leisurely, as they would' 
soon reaeh their quarters for the evening. - ^^ 
• They seemed insensibly to have passed over the 
highest swell, that forms the boundary line between 
the-eastem and western shores of the kingdom.' 
'file d^(^iit which, in tlie first instance,, was aU 
mo«t iiB{>eroeptib]e, had now become sudden aiid 
irl^eguiaf^^^mall patches of stunted trees fringed 
the declivities i^f the mouat^ijis; ikicreasing in num- * 
ber and magnitude as they approached the jplain, 
till at Wt> ^4 turning tin sngle of tfad i^ad^^A beau- 
tiful JT^reist scene opened tOL their view. -Ndthing 
eodld^be more pietarp6qi(e tHan^tiie prospect be- 
fdi^.thiiW.- Larg^ open glades we^ se^ picwJing 
deep into the w(>ody receiSses^ oft which herds of 
red deer we/e *bix)u^ins^. A smnll stveairt de)3cend-' 
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tA f^In the mooutains, M^bich, ifter seVeitd me- 
anderings, added its tribdtary ivitve to a tirer that' 
rolled majesticaUy to the eastern sea. At last they' 
disebvered) at a short distance before them, a house 
•f considerable B^agnitode, thongh apparently &11- 
en much into decay. 

'. It had at one time been enclosed by a. ^11 of 
great height^ and foil (rf loop-holes for archery, but 
it Was now in many placeslevelled to its fbundations. 
Tbe'cbiiPt^yard had been paved^ but was at pre- 
sent entirely over-grown with rank weeds, except 
ft narrdw path.wsy which gave ingress and egress 
ta 'the occ^lpants. The house itself, thongh not 
bniit in the castellated form, had nevertheless been 
capable of making some defence. The high nar- 
row windows had been strongly barred Svith iron. 
Over the principal *gate-way/-*^as placed a stoni^ 
eilcntcheon, iVhere^ was deeply enghrreii ah eagle 
with the wanibg' -moon in his talon, with thiif rude 
legend on a scroll beneath it : •- '' -^ ■ i 



1 •.<»>.»•>». *^ 



The remains of a ditch was still visible, which had 
saffrouncfed the whole establii^ment. 
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^ We rest bejpe for the oic^t/' observed the 
guide ^ and without forther commuoingydbnionnted 
Ofikposite the gate-way, desiring Angus toehold his 
boi^ till he returned ; and walking up to the door 
of the mansion, be^towed a few hearty strokes oa 
it with the dudgeon of his dagger. A human &ce 
injstantly appeared at an upper window, iis in the 
act of reconnoitring, who^ on discovering theclaim- 
ant for admission, descended, and undid the bdtfl 
and fastenings of the door, and stood before faiaiy a 
brawny, muscular man, rather above the Ooedinarjr 
size, accompanied by two laigeand fierce deer 
hounds^ They joined hands, and seemed to ex^ 
change greetings of friendly salutation, convers-i 
ing together for some time. At last the guide beck«« 
oned Angus to advance, and the maiirc de hdel 
having led the hpi^es into the stable, and placing 
plenty of provider before them, usheied his guests 
into a paved hall^ ^here, welcoming 'theib'witii 
much seeming cordiality, he apologised for the »&- 
cesaity he was under of leaving them for a little, 
till he made soniie domestic arrangements necessary 
for their con(fort« 

Angus being left alone -with hb guide^ -onoe 
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moie intervQgtt^ biin respecting the prolxiUe 
teogth of theic jonrney^ and how much of it wis 
yet 1:0 perfor^i ; and received for answer, thikt 
these were questions to Which no definitive reply 
Qould be given, till he had conbnnined again with 
his landlord, 2i»j. on the information he expected to 
receive from him^ every thing depended ; but that 
if affiiiratuxiied out as he expected, their pilgri-! 
mag^ wotdd terminate the ensuing day* He, how- 
^ever, in his tnni, caiitioned Angus against exhi«- 
laitang any s3nDptom$ of impatience ou his re-ap* 
peasance^ 4>therwise he might considerad)ly retard, 
ifnotaltogetber defeat tjie object of their joiimey. 
Their entertainer now returned^ and annotmoed 
'Aatsupper was about to be served up, sligirtly 
^logisingfer^the plainni^ of thek commons, 
which, he assm^ed them, should have consisted ci 
more sifbstintiil materials, had 'he* recdved any. 
preiiious intimation of the. honour intended him. 
On recciviiig ^he expected* compliment that die 
venison was excellent, and the ale potent, he pro- 
ceeded, aainoontinuation,-^^ but as I was telling 
ye, the laird's sair bested just now ; an' it will be 
^tended wi' nae sma difficulty to get ony speer- 
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logs o' h|iir.^ Ye keQ.youysel! Ite«v9i8ay raab'^^i 
aa* nafecliing wad sair hiiii, .. about a .week' sjnce^ ' 
but . lie wad gang o*er the boid^i?; :8ae'he Aew 
thegither the aald squady aa' ae fine e'leningf be 
took tbe moon bj tbe herns, as w^ioa^t, an' awa* 
they set. But Jock O'TaiiiW0rth^(tI^at's SculU; 
ca^y ye kqn), haying got some infonnatioa o'theiv ^ 
intentions, met them at the FykeUfoRl, an' a saic 
reckoning they had ; an' though Jock was -sl^ipa > 
outright, an^his iUks gat thewanr o' thef^ay, 
yet the laird didaa win aiF ^seart ff«e neither^ bit: 
was just obliged to return w^mae clouted crowns, 
than cloven fieet afor^ him: An* than, the war- 
dens hearing o^ the out-breaking in the time o* 
peace, hae summoned aa><^arden tryst, an' the laink 
maun appear, an^ underlie the law^ wbilk wadna. 
be just that convenient at the present time ^ sae 
I see naething foif him but back to t^ DeePs Step^* 
j)in'-<8tanes at>theGrey Marias .Tail^ till the^storm 
blaws bjr, an' than things will just gang on in^the* 
auld; way again." 

^' But cannot I deliver a letter tohim before- 
he retires to his place of concealment ?'\enqdk*ed/ 
Angus. '^That's a question am no prepared ioaa- 
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fiWer ye,*' implied mine host ; ** but fitid ony tliiiig> 
bapjieniifore the mornin' I'se let ye ken ;-~S8^^ 
as ye Will be fatigued vn* your jouphey, I shaU; 
shew you to your chamber, and gin needs be, I 
cau wakeu ye." He then led the way to an up- 
per apartment, and having locked the door after 
him, left them to their repose. 
• Angus could not help feeling a portion of a- > 
Ikifiu at the precautions of their landlord, whom he 
considered as in some way identified with the late 
transactions on the border ; nor did his guide e- 
scape certain indefinite suspicions, that he was 
deeper in the secret than be wished it to be sup* 
posed. Suppressing these reflections, however, 
he threw hitnself oh his couch, and sunk into a 
sound and tranquil slumber, ' 

A' fewliouTs al^PterwardSy he.was roused by a loud 
a^d continued knocking at the door of the nSstuL* 
sion,' accom|)anied by the deep buyidjg of the stag* ' 
]K>unds, and th<;. clatter of horses' feet on the paVe^ 
raent. He shook his guide till he awoke, dud 
having explained to him the caiise of his alarm, 
thej' stole isofti}' to the window, afid discovei^ 
the wlvote court filled with armed men, ** What 
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caa this fnedn?'* enquired Angus**-^'^ Na,.Gnid only • 
kcmsy^' replied his guide ; '^ it aurely caiuia be the* 
lidrd faioisel'. He wad nev^ be but wi' sic a foU. 
lo^g at thia tkab ; but baud your tongue a wee^ 
an* we!ll aiblins discover someihiog,'* They were 
flilent for a minute or two, when the guide began 
to tremble, and cros? himself with much seguing 
devotion. ^' Who are they P^*" enquired Aiqpus, a« 
larmed at the terrors '. of his companiou.«-H<^ Iiord 
bae mercy on me, for am a dead man .1'* ejaculat- 
ed the guide. *^ Its just Pate Forster himself 
att^a' the clamjamfrey o^ Fennick's at his heels; 
an' thene's an auld score atannin' o^er atween him 
an' me tins mony a lang day, an' he^U pay it a' 
afore wepart.— -Had the door been open I might 
hae made some shift, but now its y o'er wi' lite !" 
Angtis, being a young man of abold^feadess cha- 
racter, hastily, replied) ^' Although I am ignorant, 
of the cau^e of feud betwixt this Foi*ster aud you,^ 
yet I presume, my being found in your company,! 
wHl place me in a predicament of equal peril. with 
yourself j. let U9 therefore try, if possible, we can 
make our escape ;--if by no other method^ the chimr 
ney may conduct ^s to the roof of .the house, from 
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.whei|C0 we m^y descend in the retyr, aad A few 
steps will take us into the forest^ amidst whoqe 
labyrinths we may tie concealed till they xetite $ 
cfr slundd that fail ns, we have arms .ii| otsr. baiidfff 
let us sell our lives lilf;e men, and not withwVap 
efibf ty tamely lose that which the feelings of na- 
ture has rendered of more value to us, than $|I 
other earthly blessings,^' 

^' Ye speak ye know not what, young man,V 
the guide replied i ** the house is beset oti every 
side, an' escape impossible ;— besides, what cOuU 

twa unarmed men,with only swoids in theirhands, 
effect against sic; numbers ? An' m:iir than that^ 
ye are in nae immediate personal daoger, tude^s 
. ye draw it down on your8el\ They'll no iiyure yc^ j 
only just conceal the letter in your boot, an' p^y 
ye are gaun to Embro^ on your master's businei^ 
an' cam this way to see a' frien^; —the coloutti if 
your house, whilk ye wear, will bear ye out in 
your assertion ; but as ye value ye're life, men- 
tion not Davie Armstrong. I hear them coming, 
sae, mind my instrncti<ms^ while I dern mysel' in 
the comer a wee, till I see the last o't.'' 

Heavy foiotisteps were now heard appretching ; 
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4!he door opened, and tkd landlord enteredyintrou 

-dnciAg a sh6r^, sqnai^-biiilt man; easefl in ti fail 

;sMt of plate atraoor, and followed hf a consuW- 

'tHkAt retiniie, who remain^ ontoide the door : he 

'ildvanced'into the middle of the room, and eyriug 

'Abgns for some time, at last in the broad Doric of 

'th6 Northumbrians, enquired, '^ Whear comes tow 

frea,lad, an* what's tow doinghere?'* Angus, tiowa^'s 

abashed; repKed, that iicf'iMB a^ervant.of the laird 

' of Kirkclaugh, in GaHoway^'tttiveUing on his mas- 

' Cer^s business to Edinburgh ; and that, having made 

»a considerable deviation for the purpose of visiting 

r fli friend, he had been behight^ where he then was» 

and had prevailed on the landlord to accoftiniodate 

r'Km. till the morning.— '^Towf peaks weal an^ ifree- 

if, lad, but there's fwoa horses In tho stable, whea 

f betoiigs the secandtea,'' Angus readily replied th^t 

'hebelbngod to his>guide« *^ Tow itea be vera rit 

«agean, hi^, but wb^ai^ tbi6 jf^oide o^ (liine > I^mil^t 

-meetily to sea him.'^-lfVb^n, k:asling'hi&eyesenquir- 

'ingly arottud, he espied bim in W dark cornier, and 

oeieifig him by the arm^ he ssiid^ ^^i Qome fotrit to 

theleet, lad^ and let mo-look -at* teatl^'^^He bad no 

• f ooner obtained a fiiH- vicM^, t^n he ^etiikned 
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*' Hah, my duld fricfl' Sy ramie Jirfitfeton! By the 

-beans o* Saiiit Beeket am glead to ^a tea ; I thout 

t5«(^ wild nea be that far vS', ahd^jr whitefeut iki 

t^ steable.' I hae latig Iboktt for tea/ and now I 

%ea fond tea, weas mak a clear reckomng dfore 

*wfea peart. It was a jade*« trick tow served mea ; 

'battbis meatingpeas for a*.-— If tow has ony ill 

• • • 

li^leed atween thy Maker and thea, meak it up as 

4aLSi as tow Can, for its now clear dea 1eet» and gin 
tow sees the sun rise, may I never cross the Twead 
again «**-— And addressing some of those at the door, 
belaid, " Tellteajumpertogetahalter, anMookout 
for a convenient tree, and hea every thing ready, 
an wc*ll be wea hini in five minutes.'^ ^ 

During this address Simeon Johnston appeared 
to be struggling under the influence of some mas- 
ter passioui and bis countenance bore pregnant 
marks of the presence (^feelings^^ven more poteittt 
than those that are the legitimate offspring of ter- 
mor albne^i— Atlast, by a desperate eflfort, he obtain- 
ed th& ascendancy over them in so far' as to reply, 

^ « • • • 

in ia) subdued voice, ** Sir Patrick Forster, we ken 
amiairiiher, an^that very knowledge is siifScient 
to inform me whart I hae to expect at your hand?. 
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Ye hae tJie.power, an' nae doubt will iKse it }n a 
manner beseeming yoar character. A.e things bowr 
ever^ ye seem to hae foigottea, mrhilk is, that whaii 
ye burnt my fiither's hpusei and didoa lea'e him a 
foiufooted aoimaly except ae auld collie^ on thai 
▼eca day I had your ain bairn doun an' my sword 
at his throat. I could nae strike him he poad^ 
Biccaii'a main, but just let him up, and helpit htsa 
on his yaud, an' bade him flee for his life.'W 
*^ Stop whear tow is,*" roared out Forster ^ '' tow 
heas said enough to seal thy doom, had toW dean 
nea thing else^—^What steat did tow send him 
beam in-^eal mea that'?— - Wi' yean o' his houg^ 
shineas cut,* which mead htm ieam for life— How 
hangs for that, had tow dean ne^ mear." 

^ It was nae dune by me,*^ replied Simeon; ^^nor 
can I be answerable for the mischief a man meets 
wT in the heat o' combat,'' 

^ Tow says true thear agean, lad ; but if it was nea 
thee, it was a Johnston, and whean a Johnston 
deas a fault, and a Johnston's hanged for it, if 
that banna law and justice beath, I keuna what is $ 
saebicing him ahng sum o^ yea, for I heanca 
mear time to weast in argument." 
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« Some of'the /re^iiier/sr/iqivv jrushe^jio^ oj^sqiZ;-- 
uf^ laim bjr th^collar; were dr^^u^g ji^^m forvifard, 
w|i^ he turp^d irouod to tfae .koig^ty and, .with 
mibch aoleqonity in his ofBumer^ssudfr-f^f SirPa-Y 
tnck^.I Jki^vv ye. to b(^ a Uooc^ttiu^ty xaavt, ;^ii79 
heipgji^ j^oor.power, I expeck naajneccyi but 
nearly terminated as the thread o'my exisitence 
9ipBa^:^ b^ I hai9 ^.preta^timept on my XBind 
tfiar/^our^^^isislill ne;aarer,.an* that tbeie is a fi« 
^i:f>>iiL yot}i;yhQ7pfiCope whilk tells me I shall out* 
^Tey^/-> Then liqrpiiig to Anga^yhesaid,*-— " tell 
them! 0i9it;aent you what has be£a!eiimeyaa'gaiig 
whar I t^^ldyeibr an answer*" .: 
, Forsteig tmning sharp round at thja afddresg^ 
said, '^ Cometow.alangtea,lad, we may need ijiy 

help .tea b^ryhifll•'^' . { - < 
^ jAngus repKed, that he r must . proceed on, hjif 
jpuxn^y and could not be detuned— rfmd eyen y&Xr 
laired to protest against the summary execution of 
his gpide*; but-Forster out him short witl^ ^'Keep 
tliea meutfa.shut; lad^ axLmind tout's nea in Gallo- 
way^i or, th^ar ar Qiear halters whear that yean 
cam frea.'^ 
. Angus thus cautioned, followed die procession 

£ 
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hi SBeabi iffl they Bad advanced a fittle way into 
tbe finest, vlhtHM iXuey found Uie 'jumper with the' 
tLp^bs^-aVreiay. Ani^thbii^ktltedSDiM^;^' 

WiSdi vna j^lieo to ^'tme tf deep tUtmiogi^ 
G^ bdiSat 'weie liift it tie (kMiirUyitd n^de^ii 

paa^ ■ 

'»lfiHlr/ap'iifea&i& i«ft]ibiafd^/,*< cHedTM' 
6&ri«*&^^96bn'bead«erl^faei«> WiSti 
tie jimipwms '^ti^dng tbe^tea{e^<»l'ti(e'bdfi|t4 
iuk antnr'^dDilttl filt^bbid tb the^tnfe. tfie «*M^ 
«ffibd Mtt^'lk^ny, aiid tftn^Ied iiriit all h& 
ffl^^t to free it, (»nl 1>^g ttii^Je, He tiUfed liutp: 
ly'r<ir'fie^ At [hUt mttaht, mmt «lin¥lfith 
fiiier aitefat, tflod, 'stnKj%&'nTet In his coi^; 
made the fin flaah from it, the "slia&'i^lhfte^ 
Git^ 'tWMfy ^ec(!s. rbnter'dienr'hSs^nNM; ^d 
rUf&t tMSagtonxitMi tb'eiecule his s^tAite Si'k. 
liiAl^ niaMer,'wh«i'd thikt ihaft^ingedVUK 
fife arreted Its pibgreab ;^it st'r«!6k hihi bhthe 
tekil^l\ kM bmiM itspbail in bis brain. 

*% ^jy bfii^acfi^rf 1^ baiid as^lemBI^ 

around ibeir wounded chief — ^tbey extracted thi^ 
'ifWu^, bbt life was ided tot ' ev^h At mt in- 
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stikti^ ia b^dy of ornted men rushed through <nie> 

of the opemng^.'-^The Forsters, nothing befanid( 

tlmai Ui coillT^e^ placed their dead captalabeaietith/^ 

dse tiee, and foiinii% in front of him, a miost fdri^.' 

oos contisst entoed, 'which ended in 4he total di&.. 

4omfi£iire of the invaders^ and the capture ^of a 

nuinter of prisoners and most of the Jiorses. 

Dtlrifig^ the conflict, Angus and his guide, who • 

W^re kept separate by a guard set over them, 

nrnd^^fevMod ineflSkrtual attempts to esea{)e;; but, 

tei£ng^jdtot itupbssible/ they were constrained' to. 

heQome:^fisfLTe spectators of a struggle j^ which 

they would gladly have taken a part, as on it ihe; 

1SSt dt Ike one and the liberty of the other in all 

probaUlkf depended. At last, however, when diei 

uaoe bectoe no longer doubtful, their guaedlfled^.^ 

l^anmg th^n to tfaemselTes. A^us immediatdy! 

Qi^ed the' guideVr kands, and suggested the ptoi»: 

pri^]^ •finaktng thttir esbape^ H6 was^^hawdrsry. 

iaibtmed;. that flight was - no longer Beeessaryy 

as the victors were their friends, and tbb leader 

the person they were in quest of. Rejoiced tee 

hear that' their joumey was to terminate so <sdoii, 

Ailg1IS^prDpo6ed going up imd deliy^ing'his cro« 

E 2 
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dentials immediately. Against this^ Johnston re- 
mobstrated, saying, that, as soon as wanted, they 
wad be sent for ;-^he added, that the knight was 
chafed at present, ** and wad inay be no rec^ire- 
them sae graciously as he behoved to do when 
tbe bluid was anes aff his hands-^bnt bide ye here" 
awee, an 111 step ower an^ pit in a woni for iiB 
baith.«~I saw a guid strong stump o^ U naig a- 
mong the bestial in the yard, ^ I was brooght' 
Here, an' I wad like to tack him hame ' wi* mei 
if Davie wad gie consent;— *a body wad need 
something to mak up for the jeopaitly they war 



If 
in. 



'. So saying, he left Angus and joined>tbe knight 
and his party. There seemed <to pass greetings of 
joyful recognition between Johnston and the vie* 
tors, to most of whom he appeared to be' known | 
and even Sir David shook him kindly by the 
haadj and, walking «side^ they haJaiCiMversiEi^: 
tion of some length. At last lie returned and in-' 
formed Ahgiis that ^ his errand wad be done4n«« 
stimjtiy." 

. Angus congratnkted faim on the miraculous 
voscape he bad lAade, from what appeared certaiii 
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death. *^ I freely own,^ Johnston reptied, *^ that 
X was in nae sma peril vbut/' he added, ^< let me 
tell you, young man, your danger was little less 
eminent than mine— -for, had they hanged me as 
tfaey.prQposedf the rerersion o"* your life wadna.a 
selKt for half an hoar's purchase, as, in the present 
ip^ance, they had deeper cause for sae doing than 
ye zve aware, o';' for the warden o* the English 
jEoarcheSj concluding, no without some show o' rea« 
acm, that SnakeJieels wadna keep iryst at the next 
floeeting, sent>the Focster» and Fenwicks to try an' 
^prehend'hiniy wha band themselves under a so- 
lemn aith to bring him o'er the border, either dead 
or alive, for this purpose, th^ crossed the Tweed 
j^estceen ii^ the dusk o' th^ e'ening; but auld 
Davie had information o' the haill plot, an' sent 
spie^,. wfaa met them frae tiifte^;to time^ an* milled 
them wi' ffiuse intfj^ence, till at last they 
biEOught them here* r^ibrster, /wha had the coin- 
toandy began now to discover thatthey had been 
deceived, an' wad a hae revenged himsel' oh them 
wha had done it, but they had somehow made 
their escape.— Uncaged that he had been cendered 
the dupe o' siccau a shallow artifice, he was re-- 
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fiolred fao'do sometfaing that wad {xdliarte, 'if >»ot 
:wipe out' the igDoibioy .of his disap^iiitmeiii, 
(He qnesiioned the lancHord^ wfaa hecoosideredide- 
•looted to his interest, l^t wh» b a true Scoisiarti 
at keart, if he had so&i onyvo^^h: Ihm^ people 
iorking abont lately/ Hf^ received for answer^ 
that he ubdesstood Saake-he^- himsef was aff lo 
j|be Steppnag-^staaes, wln» he keiit wed a^ th^ 
ITorstevs ia N<»thiuiiberland dtustua f^Uow kkii 
aa^ that he hadna seen a living 'soal for a^rMk. 
ipast^. exeept twa puk ^ trav^ers, Wha had anivei 
§a the e'^eain^^ aa ivar in their lieds ; the vest yie 
ken ; but, after distSovering me, he w^ ebnivDi- 
ed ia the opinioD that ye Bomehow ^op ithetf be^ 
longed to SirDavid^ an wada-hae'aeted oatfa^t 
belief had he no been prevented. 

*< I learned a^ thae news amang iny aald frien^e 
ower bye there, an partly ^fiae&irJDavid kiu»er; 
an' it was just ae bit wink that ouir landlord gted 
rae^ that let me ken there was iidp at hand, an' 
that I wadna "he justified the day, an^ that^ garl 
me speak sae snell to them,'' 
. During this cohveiaation, the cen^penMrs were 
busily engaged in iBtripping'and burying the slab, 
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drj^sfiiiijrthe borto o£ those that were woundecL 
paents wei^ also served ronnd from the honse, 

^%v*;.^i;0^ 'till i4v; i I'.... . ; .. ^{,i,. . .-jini nT:. .i? .^:|^ 

.and that, in such prpfosioo. as would have induced 
a belief that their guests were not unexpected. 
Sunog all this time the travellers were standing 
at ft ooosideraUe distance, without appearing to 
be either objects of curiosity or regard. At last 
the landlprd approached the leaden and, walk- 
mg aside with him for a little, was despatched 

to inform Angus that *^ Sir David waited for 

- - > • » fc 'i 

He instantly fidvanced, and stood before a tall 
i^WrbcMied old man with ft grizzly beard, i^id 
coarse weather-beaten features ; he was cased in 
armour, aud was leaning on a battle-axe, with its 
he^d dpwnward^ Mine host, stepping forward 
fittd% '^ this is the stranger that wishes to see yoO)*' 

^nd retiring, mixed among the crowd. Sir David 

^ • • ■ • * ><A*. <><i «.' "... ..| ,, 

then inquired what commands he had for him, 
and was answered, that he was the better of a 
Ijctter from a gentleman in Galloway for Sir Da- 

* -** .*♦* •.'<. # ».. 

^yid Armstrcwg. handing it at the same time# The 
knight received it, and examining the supersMcrip* 



I 
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tioik called bbe of fiis attendaots, and^itUrew to 
a short dbtance with hiih. They had a ldng,'aiDA 
sipparently ii]|£fesiting discussion on its conitent^ 

often applying to the letter for information. At 

» ••. -. .... i". , 

last they seemed to have come to'sOm^ iHrang^ 

ment^ as the pnvy councilor jretiied ;' and the 

I" '"i* •'»• ■'■ >f» 

knight, advancing to Angus^ and with a soine- 

thing * in hi£r manner whicih ^ he wish^ to pais 

off for affabdity, but which sait as awkwardly 

oh him as a/Httssar-jacket on ii Cie^nbnd'bea^f 

ssidj— ' ■ • ' * - •' ' '- "• 

■ . ' ' ' 

^^ 1 have perused your letter^ young man, sPbdit 
pains me diat 1 cannot' extend the rites of hospi- 
tality towards yon in ^ihe manaeir reqtii^' bjr 
your friends. My regret^ Howevei^i on this head, 
will be considerabty'ditninished, when I reflect', 
that the recent occurrences vrill enable me to 
spare the feciuisite number of artisans, wW will 
join you to-morrow morning with my answ'er i6 
your letter ; and *my counsel aftbifwaids is, thitt > 
you return home with the l^alt possiibl^ del4y«-i- 
Ha:ve you any other commands for nie?'* Angus 
replied that he had, and presenting him the littfe 
sealed parcel contming the parse, hewitipped tt 
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up iu ttie Adds of fits mantle^ and wishing bim 
aigood joarncy) withdrew. 
' Johnston now cameup^and en^piired with some 
anxiety when they were to set out on their retonr^ 
and was rejoiced to leam it was to be on theensuing 
morning* He seemed to insinuate, that the victory 
of that day would J)einstant}7 followed up by reta- 
liatory measures on the part of the English ;r-^that 
the 'death of Foister would set the whole chie^ 
tains of 'the north in motion^ and would, is all pro- 
bability, bring on a war on the border, which might 
rnqiiire judicious management to prereht becom- 
ing a national contest. As Sir David had been th^ 
fiiBt s^gressor, there was every reason to fear that 
he would be abandoned to his fate, if taken ; and 
that it might be doubly dangerous for them to be 
found lurking abont, after their interview with him 
oame to be known* 

In the morning, betimes, a body of twelve horsei 
men csane into the court>yard, and were introduc- 
ed to Angus as the mechanics that were to accom- 
jifoy him ;■ and after making a hearty breakfast, 
the whole cavalcade set out on tlteir journey ; and 
having^takeii leaVe ^ Suneon Johnston at Dum- 
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obtained a grant of the •*, fljjg" fiW-f^® I^^W*^ 

5!>4 ^'ff^*?.??^ hattleme^l^i^rpap .«?, if Igr, magif!. 

-te;:?t«9^". .VMch fiUed th^ iiuiiates,of O^p 
j^Ufs^^ijt|i certain ^1^ and ^tf^v^J farebodi^gi 
jof oceglt evil, and which even awakened a feeUnt 
|0| distrust ii^ the upsy^pe^iUng; |}Osw^,of thejajid 
^n[2se]yr* As the m^ts b^gan to .l^;igtbeQi thfy 
jWep frequently ia tlie habit pf absenting theq^ 
« selves, and not returning till the ensuing momijig,; 
and a9 they I^ad still r^taif^e^ th^ir hoi^jr the 
animals .were often so ^e4 j^d ^ov^red wij^ 
mud,) as to b^^ acarcjelj able to move foi;.^^^ f^ 
(erwards. Kobbeiies^and even murders, were be- 
.S»?¥'}« tf>>e t^etlp^but in cUiatricts tpo.^mjjtp 
.to include, tjiem, wji^.»y fbw of just^^e, jwitfe- 



4jL*llie.peripheiy0f the^fii^'Ci^au^pbxbd^^^ iKoWr 

pnde4iiBiif/)ftaif»3atcdi taiiolshia 
4iUfAioi Actor iaiiioi»^ >lmd* :fax4tq^ ils jaatirkty 
df oiitmmkaiitiaLfinBaideBiobrintO(die '|$eiietittdifedck^ 
(iMBiiai;! total' beoftme'tmly ti^apxastgi iOno.hai 
deealUdm tD'tbe gi^yaoofcniDg^ipttclung JGariKBsd 
vikfa theb uCmbfit speedy tbai'^tbey nH^iisead) 
liRb'&mi^.befosetbe ioii^ ; lanotbe^ 

ptiBteDiikilitOi'bave discoreiied tienll dadorjciieiuait 
kauces stfil iinoresiupicioaa, ^sakoD^ thtougbtb^ 
fcmst withijQQBififliiiag' laiarsaok,. tHfttior aDy>* 
tU&g heJuievr^migii^ be-adeadbody. 

Whatever tifoth theie^^was b)aDjr of tttoe^alt^ 
legatioosy they liad tbe-effsct of rowiiig Iho 
tiiiolecoiiHtiy iiito'ax^on. ')The:yoQth vi c^iety 
parifih'babded togelherfor mutual protecliaa.} ibe 
oatcry-beeame'so generd^ tbatit 9QOiiJBeao)ied4b9 
ears of the laird^ who iinis thimderstruoiL i^tko 
ittteillgeiice^aiidiloaiifily taxed Bug9ldiwidLbnngi» 
iog a banditti: into hiacmplajriaeiKt^ andiiiiflisted 
obitheisimniediate dismissal^ partioulatl]^ asitbe 
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whole of the repairs being novr completed^ he had- 
ne&rtheroccasioB for their ^rvicea, Hedesi^ 
hii&, therefore^ to iitfcmn them, that on the eiMm* 
kig moraiog he woiild>paf them thenr- stipulated 
wage&i and cKri&iss them witha letter to their<shieft 
Gieeme t^loddrfa theif defaieejiunei^i^ th« 
problibifity' of those iidio diMsdhriri. lliem :wttk 
orimes rf aodeep a dye, beipg the perpetratois^ 
orat Icastahettdrsof tfaem^themsetves.^ Heaiost 
j^thetioaHydwdt on the dnidtjr irfretimiiQgBtlttar 
gats, who'had'left the hoeodi ^ theip &aMliea aH 
the commaod?of their chiel^ to ^eadevihim aseiw 
vice, with tanuBbed reputi^ioaa^ and : a chaw o£ 
BBcoimected toroiBeB dogging them>at the hcds^ 
aaid that ofifibc^^dendereVidciieeaailieicoifafBaB^ 
{dace ealiihiiiies oC a cotutry; uAM^pottecb t^ even 
the shadow of proof ;-'-4;hat isAey Were deptv^ 
ed of the proteetiohi of. .their legiiimiite dblrf «v 
^ihepteseat'occaisieii^ Iwcertafady stood td.themr 
fn loco parentis s Bad it .woald be« inost «hBgratei« 
fid return for the sev^te^ and ttnveimttiag iabouB 
to which tiiey had been sahjected^ to tender inr 
payoieiit only a dialt on the exdieqner of d^fiMKHi«% 
tioDt Theie was smother conttdefntiOB> wbidi 
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fiBgbt to be kept H^ of on tbe prawt occa- 
sion :— -This vms /the view Sk David AvmatroDg 
mij^tbe pleased to take^^f the iU^fpondedchiMrges 
eklttbited against Ms people^ Hemu^t^dieroiN;!* 
sider them.gniltjr'Orjkot goilty ^ iCithoformerf the 
flimunarjr.prooeediBga of aoBUWDal^ court.on the 
bonder weidd, in all piithfibility» i<^ider a jnunher 
oEinnoeent men- the viaiiii^ of uopdnc^Ied ma* 
lioe Aod *bbck ingxatilttde ^ and if. the latter, he 
tmiblUfoc thonsttU. Hekai9v Sk Dayid weU, 
and this knoitltdge told* bin^f that bcrwas not a 
nmm to^ bet iaanlted -with imfmaity* 

He apologised ibc the wannthiof liis^faoe of 
the oifortttnale atiangeit^ i$diicb» as ho had been 
the principal means of bringing on the pieaept oq« 
oBsion, iieic<msideied'to be dne^th^. •iie bw» 
ged M'GnUoch^ therefiwoi to paii90 foif a i«w days 
bcferelie diimi$sed thenit that they in^g^ have 
an oppoorf unity of jnstifyiog^bwselves on tbe q^ 
by looking their acooiers ia the SMe, iiixpj §n€;|i 
dased .to appear against tbeiti j and- if ^09^ camc^ 
that they might then be sent h<Mne with sn^ 
thaidu and rewards as their skiUeod dilig^noehad 
so wdl merited. 
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7ilo4«tal trepfed, that .lib feoaUlatvl firbtH^tiio^ 
MmiSi»y in^Mtii^ citeimmiag thm nwH Mmiikk* 
Htti^io fiudMiribe fot' tkeui^iliitidqMital eUk^iioi: 
tte 'dlttttiiie^^pi^At akHoQgh .bjr itbcsenoetidiM) 
liitiU^, A^ litai (idttflklf aftnlti^gimiiidttfbi^ 

dily lie hii^li^l^hekiifd^lfaai am^moaB ^^ommm^ 

lartyy aa lie had i«o>fittriMtf ^i^iM for ynfat>; atif 
iM^^JMy^gMuilil' •^ 0Ao0e llltt^w^ fasfote^ 

■ 

leb^ • Wll4tom» Mbti^e^ he nigfat liave4iiid> 

Mid!^ bei^td; 4idd Anffi^haitfltot to dkcovfertttuli 
hn lif^Dg ti^9iLb}eic« Iwijr .iPikMdhier at tbe'pi»feiiln 
f&oaoent^-U^uld^atiswef nO'Otlie^pii^pdiietluai thsiki 
of fratmRMSBg ^ portAtotii of the, bald's mispitfiMiAi 
fkrni theAi'to hilliB^r ' H« tkotefflire repliedy thstl 
tbe Isfird'uras'ii^'-doBbt tiv^beirt: jiN^ in- Inft.owiit 
affairs ^ and he hoped he wonld be ^padduei if: 
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Z0A fbt bib^rtib6 h^ iddDiced ISiih tB ^ttj^it'd^ 
dllfekhl bi^G^ii. As he JM lett^'of iib|kR^taiit%f 

m^t'ted^isiyi^^ ft: dingle 4liy, till thef'iiiliiii- 
veady; To tbte Sl«<»]lek^h ailibe&t^ ;' infbi^lii^&ttiif 
tlmt bki»Utt)d96d' riding over to Catddne^d i&^^H^ 
monklgf w i^bd^e a siitd tif likon^ • flS8t' WgM)^ 
1Jeiie($^^^4iitfaelsmkfin(e^t« ' 
: It ]DQi»^ te jpidp^ to staf e hefe^tlifat A^SJ^ 
I)b»ddiM,^r^&6ni lio^filtthe^ netiKb'ha»b^W 
tsdUtt'fiinc^ MilxetiSdcii fiN^ th6 M$M(^;'kd^,^dtoi 

ii^«(teill« Miijiitibii^ df the t\i§trkci%tif HhmmS 

^^e'p¥elri<^t^ and after' ttebaM^r'Md'fBM 
tto difii, ifa&%li Ifuatdeid ^bd'>ihl}it«r;^ ^IfflOk^ 
tb«>vni^ tffit by his^uid^, te^)^t{Bg tfae'«bjl^t^ 
it tW{i^r^nage they were in <9e{irch*'tfi 'Be,' 
e«:«x>mbiyDg and darHluiging evefy^cMttifitt^ffigi^' 
ift M^ 05^ mii^^, eam^ to ilie dt»MisS(in that'SJf 
Da^d^Armstioiig wasHeither i^re ndr I^^lor 
a liotder Bioj^rti^pei", ftx^dtfbdl- ^ by BoUi^nig^ 
dams : afad thlit the patty he Was^diffffeetftig WiiW 
arr^t iMem^ ^06ibg Miti tHe'4[iaR& <tfc^* 



tjce, and who would be* foiiiid ready tools for pdr^, 
petrating apy act of de$petaiXe yillaajr ii| which 
:^l unpii^clpled leader 'might eiftga^e them«-i*'r 
Nor, in framing this sweeping^ yet plaUsiblebyft- 
potbesisy did his'qnondi|in'&ijend^ Dog^ld Graebie^ 
escape with unsinged wings. ;Ap^'s attachinent: 
to him arose entirely out of the coafidesc^ h^saw- 
placed in him by his master^^-^-aad to the skill' 
with which ' he execnted eertain handierafL And 

I. ■ ' ^ 

ipe&ial hibpnrs. Hesaw that OrsetEie was bask* 
iqg in the. sunshine of die land's fat^ur ; and her 
i>0nsidered the a^msttion of his fiinKbhilpy 'ab ne;* 
cessary to hia own devation $ but althoQgb'.ai)dbi-' 
tjons of distinotimi fnam his supeijbrsi his pinci;; 
]^ were. pai!)Q and tuMsontamiqated; He had ^ 
atroDg sense o£ motal. equity, and' would Mvl9 re^. 
coiled with haaos from an act of, palpaUe de- 
liofoency. And ivith all tbis» he. mhetit^d 
from natnce, a portion of shrewdaess wbit^h ena» 
bled hinit at a.fiagle |^ce,. to jbok deeper Ante' 
the hua)aii phaiacter^ th^ could, often b^ dojCe' 
by tbope who ha^ma^ the mighty vokivi^ their 
ahnost exclusive stndy. Add to this; he was k 
boldy daring youths who shrunk from no adven* 
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ture how perilous soever it inightV be, could it be 
rendered the means of obtaiBiiig for bim a little 
notoriety. 

. On his first becoming an inpiate of the castle, he 
was singled out by- Sngald, who, being anadept in 
the science of physiognomy, imagined he diseoveru 
ed a latent something in the bdd foi^wai:d mannery 
an(jl free cacriageof the lad, wUcb, under proper 
aoam^^ement, might be the means bf trainingbim up 
a fit tool for the sinister purposes he had in view. 
He therefore availed himself of the oppoitmiitiev 
afforded him of do^ng,'from time to tine, littl6 acts 
of kindness to Angns, who, sensible of the distinct 
tion of a person so very highin the laird^sgood 
graces^ met his finendly advances with a gratitude 
so sincere, and a heart warmed by all thekbdlier 
feelings of his nature, that Dugald with joy dis^ 
covered his labours were more than half aJBcpm^ 
-plished» '. .'. 

Yet although he treated him with apparent con* 
fidence> he was nevertheless a veteran too deeply 
read in tlie school of dissimttlation to commit him* 
self^ or any of hu^ plans, to the mercy of Angus, till; 
he had hi lu more securely ensnared in the meshes^ 
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of 'thatnieth^ \va$ uearvisg arcNUid him* As a pr^« 
pAiatory^ or rather ioitiAtQiyiBtep. to the fMrofefr<i 
sioD^ to which he had in hismind^s eyedevjoted biin^ 
he decided on aeadiog hin ta the bovder, where, 
on Y»miit pcetencesy' he isast toe he detabed for 
seo3fB:time, till he had aequiied a taste.£Qr the atate 
pf-mieietyy that ^pne^vailed iai th»t stonnjB oniiliiie iof 
^ kingdom ajt the peiiod alluded to^ and where^ do 
a mind so constitiital as.he.knew th^ o£ Aagaa 
to be, he naturally eondoded'that the wild nfiahc£ 
adventure, whick often stinmbded themoss^ttoop!^ 
trs to deeds, of desqperate valoiirj would pbiaesa ir^ 
xeaiatible oharms fiur him ; an^that, once mnstered 
JA. thdr ranks/ he would seek renown, without in<* 
^F^ti^;altng loo cloaelyv di& carimes which kd to it, 
Xhia plan was readereddbortive, however^ for rea*> 
sons with which the reader has alneady been made 



When Angus was sent to the border for a supt- 
plyt of mechanics,. Sugald did not entertain the 
slightest hope, that he would succeed in his mis* 
sion. AUr he wished was, that he should be placed 
among tibe retainers of. Armstrong, till he.sfaould 
bare acquii'ed a relish for their way of life, and 



to be retorned when, duly qwdifiedy te act tkm paxt 
heiiad ia his mini defOtdl hSm to ; but wl^a tb^ 
ttaexjfeifitodfligkt'Qf.tJmbQi^tfhief, andtibefU^^er- 
aiMK o£ bia^gangf eatbled iotgOa to* iieiurn Miu^di« 
atelywiUk^ueli M'lU^iikilioOiOCiiNN^ it^.ejitirely^ 
changed the postare of aflFairs. Al.tboi^hnhe ptiU 
ikbhoi'td xeliaQUMiijm his iiitepeefty)y(et bebad 
ilfAH ceased toi be so mdkf^Qfiibiy nepiessary to^ 
tbftMOomplidiiaeBt of bis plans, as he at; .one tioie 
uigbt hare, been : ^and although Gisem^ kQevir^,a^ 
was itecsooaUy.knowi):, to most of the indiTUwds 
fram.the bordiar, yet this was a species q£ retogr 
nitioii bothpaities were ontbeivguasd against mab- 
iflgy befhre any of the inmates of the eastle^ 

Angosy whose snspioioDs had.- now been fa}Iy 
couaed, both as to the ehaiaeteir and dijeets of 
Gxflsme and bis new associates, was reaolv^^ with- 
out failing in bis attentions to hira, to remain on 
the-aferty asdtolie ia wait for soooiii^hifig. that 
might afifosdidm safikient grounds for iaytag the 
whole in a tangible shape before his master^ 

Acting on this plan, he somanaged, that «n se«- 

veral occasions he detected Dugald in close diyan 

with one or more of his border associates, bnt 

F 2. 
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with all his address, he could never discover the' 
subject they were discussing, although the ear- 
nestness of their manner, and the impassioned ges^ 
tures VFith which their arguments were accom-^ 
panied, convinced him the subject was one of vi« 
tal importance. 

He, on one occasion^ concealed himself behind 
a wallas they were apparently in hot altercation^ 
and heard one of them say, ^< PU tdl thee what ' 
will happen, Dagald : unless thou carry thy plan 
into effect, and send for them immediately, they 
will join the Elliots to a man, and then thy whole 
plot falls to the ground.'^ To this Dugald replied, 
but in so low a tone that Angus could only make 
but detached words, such as«— ^^ Cardoness*^ — 
** cross-bow,** &c. ** But," replied the first orator, 
'* should Dick o'the Hasp miss,^'— *< Never fear 
Dick,* replied another, ^< there's ne'er a buck in 
iEttrick could escape his bolt," —The conversation 
here sunk so low as to be farther inaudible. This 
was on the evening before the laird's projected 
journey to Cardoness. 



'./* 
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CHAP. IV. 



'< ■■■ And withered Murder--* 

Alarmed by bi« eentinel, the Wolf, 

Who ho#le his watch,--thua with a stealthy pic* 

And Tarquin*e ravishing strides. 

Toward his design moves like a ghost. Macbeth. 

• 

Ok the moming of that eventful day, Dugald 
was early sent for to the laird^g apartment^ and 
desired to make out an account of the sums each 
was to receive, that they might be settled with 
in the evening, and be ready to set out on their 
retom early in the ensuing morning. This he 
promised to do, and was about to depart, when a 
servant announced that Angus Donaldson wished 
to speak to his master in private. Dugald'^s face 
tamed pale as ashes; he feared he knew not what; 
he gasped for breath, and foun4 himself, as he 
xonckded, in tbevery jaws of detection— |indy^t 
there was nothing in the request to have given 



•* 
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rise to the slightest portionof alarm. O Conscieacey 
what a white*livered poltroon dost thou convert 
us into, when our actions will not bear the touch 
of thy intellectual probe I 

Angus was desired to walking which he did; 
and havingmade his obeisance^ stood cap in hand 
without speakiDg. " You solicited an interview,** 
said the laird ; ^^ what do you want ?^ Angus^ glanc- 
ing his eye at Dugald, replied, ** we are not alone.** 
** Tilt, tut, why all this fuss; it can be only some 
trifling request, which it shall go hard if I do not 
grant thee ; speak "out, m I have no time for &r« 
therfodery/* An^s- tbiid urged, agm turned hui 
eyes on Gramme, and t^tii^ his cap into iweaiy 
shapes, was silent for a mknute, till at last, addres* 
siug his roaster, with much earnestness in hui 
manner, he enquired who acoompamed htm t0 
Cardoness. ^* That is certainly a very ^ifi^ile 
question,^ replied the laird, ^ to attach isoiqhcIi 
importance to. Indeed, it is a poiiit t^itfiiqiiette 
I have never as yet thought on; perliaps;! shall 
take a couple of domestics with ine ; has! thou 
any wish to be one?** ** I certainly have,** i?e- 
plitod Angus ; ** and hope, instead of two, you will 
make the number twerx^ ." *' Twenty '."re-echoed 
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the bird, ''dost tfaoa intCDcl to conutteiiee tinr siege 
in doe form.? What else could Sir Hector thibb' 
were he to see me advancii^ with an anay at my 
heels ?«— Why didst thou not inciadBentienching 
tools^ and otherimmitkNistifwar?^-^^Sir Hector 
Udll think nothing im the snbjecii/^ Angos replied^ 
''as he ibsdshed this morningto join the tJu^tti 
LocMnvar) who has summoned all Us friendii 
and retainer to assist him against some powerful 
border family, who haveseizedoneome of his lands/ 
*< When didsi: thou receive that intelligence ?^' 
enqnived the laird. Angus repttsdy that he «* had 
it from a servant of Dunbar of Msxihremore> who 
had been sent forward todietain Sir Hecttw tiU 
his master joibed him ; but that the knight had set 
outbdbile hisarrivaL*' ^^This must have been some 
very unexpected caiy replied the laird) ^ but as 
he was fully aware of my necessities, he nm^ 
have left the requisite sum with his lady ^ so make 
thee ready with all speed,' for we will return to 
dinner.'' 

Angus^s embarrassment [began to subside ; he 
seemed to be goaded oil by some occult necessity, 
that his dated not embodv in words<»-his maa* 
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ner Iscame more earoest^^he urged his request 
with jBomething bordering on petulance, that at 
least ten might be permitted to accompany lum^ 
giving, as part of his.reasouy the disturbed state^of 
the country, bands ofarmed men marching to join 
the. contending parties. Here he made a full 
stop, and casting a 'withefing glance at Graeme, 
he added, •^'^ and many other causes induce me, 
not only for your safety, but for all our safeties, to 
reiterate my request." 

The laird was becoming seriously offended at 
Jiis vassal, and replied with anger reddeiiing hia 
cheek, ^ Go to, thou art abusing our forbearance 
and forgetting thyself; it doth not become tliee to 
dictate with what state we: should travel : either 
get thyself ready to accompany us, or at thy op- 
tion stay at home and another shall take thy place." 
Angus was again about to say ^something, but bis 
master, waving lus band, commanded silence^ and 
he sk>wly and itductantly retire^d. . 

Daring the above conversation, the feelings of 
•Dugald would, scarcely have rendered him an ob- 
ject of envy, to a thi^f M- the moment the halter 
was adjuBting about bis tieok : He saw evident}}' 
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that nothing deterred. Aogos from impeaching him 
biit his being pi^sent ; and, as he was ignorant of 
the extent of the youth^s information, or whether 
it rested-on surmise alone, so was he equally un. 
prepared toHnybet it, under either^f these shi^pes. 
On Angbs retiring without bringing any thing like 
a specific charge against him, he began to breathe 
again ; arid his spirits recovering something of 
their former tone, he said,if MK]!)ulIoch apprehea* 
ded any danger on the short journey, he would 
t^adly accompany him, and evea order an escort 
of the borderers to ensure his safe return. Both 
these measures having, as he anticipated, been de- 
clined, the laird set out, accompanied by Angus 
and another servant, both well armed. The din- 
*ii'er hourarrivedy and no appearance of their re- 
turn; the &mily became alarmed, and a messen- 
ger was despatched in ^uestof them. He had 
proceeded but a short distance, when he discover- 
ed Stephen, the second servant, advancing at full 
fspeed alone ;— his mind misgave him; — he hailed 
ite appi^ching fugitive, and enquired what had 
'liappened ;— the other reined in his panting steed, 
4md i^eptied; with tears, that their master was 
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murdered, and lay bleeding to deatli dibout m Aufo 
farther. ** May every fiend in hett have a cten^ 
dt tfay darcasie, tfaou Tile poltrooti^*' roared out the 
enraged Vassal ^•'-^^^ thy raaster mtt^dered^ and 
thou tUetie to tell it :^W^ did h? and how did 

« 

it happen ?— Speak this instant, before I be'iem^ 
ted to extinguish the feeble spark of -^tality thy 
craven fears have left Ihee,'*— *^ Peaoe^ braggaxt^V 
Stephen replied^ in a subdned Wice^ nor tempt 
me too far ; ** thou wilt reqinr^dt that vapotuin^ 
frothy courage of tliine before long for a dearer 
purpose', or I ^tn mticfa bnt in* ihy reckoning. At 
the request of Angns/ 1 ^nl on u^y i^atfr-jattk bel- 
low my coat befiire we set out, as he had some 
suspicions of an attack. When, on paddng a small 
patch of underwood^ on out return, i faeaafcdtfae 
twang of a cross-bow,— the bdt hissed past b»^, 
and transfixed Our' belov^* master to die beaart^ 
who fell; and expti^ withodt a gtoadk I flew to 
his assistance^ and raised him up in my arm*, 
while Angus drawing his sword^ galloped nmnd 
to an opening, where he was saluted with aootlier 
bolt, which rung on his corsl6t^^-aiid a third 
struck my bandalier^ which it pleiro'ed^ and buri^i 
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its point jn-ffiytkigb^ wHoiei it yet revmtiu^ l- 
looked intdf '^e W6Mbi| ami msydnairei e»^ «biwt^ 
more^if I dld-tiot^ee^jte.skiitB <£ tbtfigfeen g^ 
berdine worn by Dick o* the Ha^)^ piK^ectiDg 
from^bebifid^ft tim. At Aat iostant^ Anfeiis called 
out to me t& go jioine and faring a sdfficieiijb fovc0 
to have ottr toaster^ body remoi^edh . As Kiarkw 
elan^ was no loiter a place for bifti^ be would 
xeturnt to CaxdcMoeBs tifl his evidenoe might b^ 
required, so saying, be turned bisborse'^.h^ad ^A 
galloped bade. Now, what more could I da i*^^ 
I was^womidod; and ^onki not remoTe the body 
aloBe ; lior was I left long in suspense, as to whM 
was designed fi^ for^ as 1 stooped to lay it gently 
down, another bolt flashed fire from my i^teelcapw 
I then mottbted, as well as I wassdafe^ and heie I 
am/' ** T\m vn^^hm tenibie news at the Qaatl^i 
Stephen ;--^who will tell our lady the fate <^ h^ 
husband?'' <^ 0>Dugald Grffime^to be sure> if h6 
has not made heraensibte of. it already/' ^^ 'What 
dost thou .mean by thatinsinnation, Stephen ?" 
^' I only inean^ that if lie. has not told her^ h« 
mi^t have done so, as I am mncb miatid^en^ if hc( 
bad not certain. forebodings about him> of whut 
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migkt probably happen before we retttraed/* ** I 
recommend thee to bridle that tongue of thine^ 
Stephen ; fbr beliete me, ^here axe more bolts that 
At the same bow,'\ 

Thejr had by this time reached the castle, and 
the alarm had spread in every direction. Dogald, 
who was waiting the messenger's return at the 
gate^ on hearing ^ fatal tidings, rushed into the 
hall, and uttering the most piancing cries, pro-^ 
elaimed the catastro|Ae ahmd, denouncing tlie 
most exemplary vengeance against bis master'a 
mnrderefs, and, in particular, against Angus, who, 
he i^s^ned, bad betrayed him into their hands, 
Und then fled 4o escape the pnnishsient he so well 
deserved, 

'^ ** The insinuation is^&be as hell^^' replied Ste« 
-phen; '* there was not a trustier bondsman vnUi- 
in the castle waUs than Angus D<Mia]dson ; and 
had our lamented master taken his counsel this 
morning, he had now been idiye. Had it not been 
Tor our steel-jacks we had both been sped as well 
as the hdrd ;i— see there is the dint of one bolt 
on my burgonet, and another is still lodged in my 
ftbigh ; and I am much mistaken^ if Ai^s were 
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faere^ if he could not shew an.eijual nqmber of tbjr 
love tokens some where abpat him ; hoi^eyer^ let 
me cooiisel thee^ whoDi thou, aefndeet Diik o' the 
Hasp on a similar errand, that thou fun^hhim 
with another garment than the old j^reen, gabej?- 
dine^ with whioh. we aie all so Well a;cqv>ai|ited." 

Dugald was foe a moment oveiisiwed by the uoi- 
expected retort, and furnished in hia pensofi a rane 
illttstxation.of the apothegm, that the most wary 
pedestrian, that ever trode-the crooked patha of 
.guilt, still left some invisible ckie behind, him, 
whereby his* crimes were made manifest, and 
himself, like the arch-fiend und«r the spear pf 
Ithuriel, rendered visible in all his native. defo]>- 
mity. 

As this was a crisis wherein tl^ least> evasion 
or sinking of the spirit must liave been fatal to 
hiin, be quickly rallied hifnsdf, and returned to 
the charge with renovated energy. He made 
the most solemn appeals to heaven in testimony 
of his own innooenoe^ and deqiandedthat Dick 
shoold be confronted v^tb his accusers, Bujt 
' Dick had acted a wjser part for them both ; fos, 
conscious that he had been seen both by Angus 
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Md Stephen, he ju^fed it moot juimable to le* 
tire to^ his old haunts for a time, till he^ wDfchesscd 
the iaal isstte of D^galdli plot. Peeple- wm 
HBent in quest of him ia wecy dkection,. but he 
^was Qowhejce to be found* 

The evasion of Diek at this moment canried 
iKPith it a *' coofirmation, strong as piroof of holy 
writ" that he was thegoiky pefson ; and Dugald, 
avarKng himself of this tid» of public opinion, and 
glad of. t4ie escape of Dick, as things had turned 
out,^ beeame the loudest of hi^aeeusers, and 4>fier- 
ed the most tempting rewards to any who would 
appvebend him, either dead or alive; and several 
were- despatched in the direction he was sof^osed 
to have taken, but all returned unsuccessful. 

In the mean time, the lady and Alicia hearing 
a& unusual noise and bustle in the hall, rushed in 
together to learn what had happened. They be. 
came witnesses ofthe frantic gestures, atidelamopous 
grief of Dugald, who, without any delicate pre- 
caution, or tender respect ferlihe rank W sex of the 
sufferers, gave a frightfid detail of the partktubrs 
of the murder, as they had reached' him* The 
death of her husband was all the lady hieard of 
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th^<tale of woe. liecollectioB forsook her, and 
s\^ would have fiUea on ike ps^vement bad uot 
'the doiue&tic& caoght ker la their ari^s^ and she 
.W4S borne to bei: apartment ia a state of insensi- 
J)ility. Tfaeloyely AJicia. gave. vent to t;he niost 
Jv^surt-^readiing lamentations,, aad it was wjith much 
odi^iculty she could be prevented from accompany- 
iing the party^ who were. sent to bring home, her 

.father's body. 

... ^ 

We sliall dwell on the mournful subject no 
farther than may be necessary,, just to inform our 
.ipe^ers that the remains of .M^CuUoeh of Kirk- 
ckugh were consigned to. the tomb of his fore- 
Catbe^rsin the churchyard, of Kirkdale, with every 
honour bei^oming his rank and character, andat- 
. beaded by a long train of friends and dependents 
whP; deeply regretted his loss. His amiabljB lady, 
being a woman of weak nerves, and haying been 
lopg ift s^. declining state of health, never recover- 
ed tb^«hock of Dugald's premature declaration, 
•h^ lingered on for about a year or two, rather 
eodiiu'ijng tlmn enjoying life, and having her whole 
-^ .thQ.i)gIU9 tending towards that haven of rest, 
{wliitjier hev increasing infirmities were rapidly 
iurrying her. 
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Uugald and his gang still continued inmates of 
tKe castle ;— he had contrived to render himself 
so necessary, that his lady, in her present feebte 
state, found she could not dispense with his ser- 
vices, and the others remained till their arrears 
could be paid them, as the laird had been rob- 
bed as well as murdered. Graeme, however, was 
respectful and' attentive, and' the workmen conv 
tinned under his directions to strengthen and f<NS 
tify the castle, till it was all but impregnable. 

An occurrence took place about this time, 
which filled Galloway with mourning and lamen- 
tation. It was formerly hinted that Sir Hector 
M'CulIoch of Cardoness had marched with all 
the forces he could raise to assist the Gordons of 
Locfainvar, against some powerful border familjr. 
These were the Glendonwynes, or Glendinnuigs 
as they are now called. The cause of the feud 
Was this :-(— The Maxwells of Nithsdale and 
Douglasses of Threave, becoming jealous of the 
increasing power of the Gordons of Lochinvar, 
stirred up the Glendlnnings to form a settlement, 
ou a portion of territory that had long been claim- 
ed by the Gordous. Althoiigli that claim had. 
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Seen resisted by the Douglilsses, who asserted 
that a previous grant had been made in their fa^ 
vour by ' King Robert Bruce. The disputed 
lands lay along the eastern bsuiks of the Ken and 
IBee, and. at present forms a considerable. portion 
of the parishes of Crossmicbael and Parton. To * 
reinforce their claims with a show of justice^ the 
Crlendinnings, obtained a charter o£i said elands 
from Douglas of Threave^ with a promisejof as^ 
sistance from both the Maxwells BSid him^ dlioiild 
their title be disputed; Armed with such autlio- 
xity, and relying on the support of these power- 
ful families, the Giendinnings came, and drove the 
Gonlons out before them, taking possession. of 
their lands and destroying their property^ 

Th^ knight of liochinvar,. sensible of his own 
inability to cope with such powerful enemies, 
summoned to his aid all his friends and retainers^ 
to enable him to recover his invaded territory. 
Among those who joined him from the lower dis- 
trict of Galloway, were the Stewarts of Garlies> 
the Dunbars of l^achermore, the Gordons of 
Idiiirfad, the M'CuUochs of Barholm, the knight 
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:e£OafdoBe8S; the Caraoas oCHaflKso, and the Leu* 
nbxesof Plnnton. 

Nor wene the Giendimiaga i<He« Tbey smir 
die stonn approachiigf alsl nadee^vry pv^NOa*- 
tblLtfae ensexgency seadered neceseary, as inde- 
]>etideat of the tvvo f^neal AmSies^brfore mention^ 
ed; they oaUedin tD-thiEfir aid the Lord Hemeg^ 
.and the tttior tif Si^bie \ «ivd £rom the bonier 
^eam^ aBtroDgdivikibii of Johnstons. Wiih tbnfe 
UBiofcrcements they awaited the Gocdons. 

The baitle was foi^ht on the banks of a sma^ 
.ttXBm that forms the boondary isne between the 
^piffiidies of OroBsmiohad and Pai^oa^ the pbuce to 
this day bearingthe name of the' SpeamfiEurd, and 
was maintafaied wkb desperate valour on both 
fides {isr semiB time. It eaded^ however^ in the 
total dkconifitttse of the Gordons. The knigtit 
oi iLocbinfrar being idson, as well as ihe knight of 
Siarlstcn^ di6 jcii%hi of Cardoness, MKiuUoch ^ 
JSurhohn^. Gordon of Muicfad^ and jnMOy others 
of iltot«4 . 1 

Nor ^hadtfae- victors nnidi caiifie for exnltatsoti) 
MB there wese islain on their side^ Mat well cif 
Nithsdale^ Maxwell of Munches^ the chief of the 



i 



^nivfixdnga^ 9Xkd two of bi^ b^othj^ra, wkhodim. 
of eqp^l rapjt. 

This batltlfi was £[>a^l^ ^bpi^J ^ we^t Jb/pj^ore tbe 
4^aj;K of L^f Kiyfcplaugh^ wbq, ??ti?Rilljr wp^^ to 
^ JibfidQW^ dtisd .of a b^ei^ (lefirt, laying bep 
d^bter ^Du^ppotiepjted Qrpb?M9> ^^ t^e mercy o£ 
^fi uQ^riDqiptod nifl^an^ and wi^,a.tteDded wit^ tho 
qQf(9fjt dis^roios cQ^^eq^e^ce8 t<i tbe upifortunaie 
4iisiai^^^it i^^pri.'v^ ber of bee tjvo ^jear^^r-ipn 
deed/oQJly Jte];»ti|r^ fjpopi wboin s^b^ !Poa]4 have ef^ 
pecitecl^eiitber Apiutsel or ^sistance :r-rthjei5e were 
b^ insU;qi;]l^.gi:a(Qdfatbei: (Gordon of Mx!irS»fij^ 
^ml Sir Hector M^Culloch.^ Tbe heir of Gardo. 
ness being now a minor; and the flower ofhis^ 
v^als and retaioeis having fallen with their mas- 
ter^ he was in no pqodition.to have made a vigor- 
««, eftrt, had he ^It ever so amck disposed. 

Indeed, jmchracoiic9len.ation of unfortiu^ate cjir^- 
fjamstances following each otb^ in exidi rapid sue* 
G09^on, might hav^ induced a person to believe,, 
tb^ the better gienios of the n^iserable orphan had 
dji^erted her, ji^ ^plistied W^^ the banners x>i 
Pngc^ Graeipe. 

Wil\Lgigly ^wW.sb^bJwre k^<%.^a»tle^, ha^l d» 

G.2 
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&00VVI1 of an asylum to retire to ; but where could 

she go ? Lady Cardoness had fled to Kirkcudbright, 

taking her young son with her, and leaving the 

castle in charge of her uncle. Her grandfather wa» 

dead, and his son, being unmarried, lived with his 

kinsman for the time at Lochinvar ; no choice 

therefore remained for her, but stay where ishe 

was, or seek protection in some religious house, 

■ ' ■ ' • • • 
The latter being the only practicable alternative 

left her, she gave it much of her serious atten- 
tion, and had even made overtures to the black nuns 
at Wigtown for admission into their order, when 
the whole was rendered abortive, as will be shewn 
hereafter. 

During her mothei-^s lifetime, Dugald made the 
most ostentatious display of the deference and re- 
spect he paid to the slightest commands of the 
fady. He never ventured on a measure, even of 
the most trifling nature, without her previous 
sanction — never obtruded his opinion unless soli- 
cited, and when given, it caiiie with such a force 
of reasoning, that it carried every thing before it^' 
lie by these means paved the way for that as- 
cendancy, it was his object to obtain over the do- 
mestic aSaim of the castled 
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He kept the borderers coDf^tantly employed. 
He was never satisfied with adding to the fortifi^ 
cations, and extending his lines of defence, farther 
into the country. He, opened up a communica- 
tion with the castle from the beach beneath, through 
the cavern. He built a harbour, and afterw$irds. a 
vessel or two, which he laid safely up in it. And 
when she sometimes objected to the unnecessary 
expence incurred by such formidable preparations, 
he soon silenced her by exaggerated details of the 
unsettled state of the country, and the .necessity 
there was for being prepared for the worst, ^ 

After her death, however^ his conduct uoder-p 
went a radical change. He began to act more on 
his own responsibility, became less obsequious in 
his demeanour, and even went the length of dis^ 
missing the domestic chaplain without < Alicia's 
concurrence, on some trifling pretext ;, and when 
she remonstrated on the impropriety of turn- 
ing away her father's old tried friend> he assured 
her he had weighty reasons for what he had done ; 
that father Jasper was not to be trusted in these 
perilous times ; and that he wouldproctire one in 
a few days on whom more dependence could be 
placed. 
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Hi§ il^dSLt^tl^^ Ms to ihoneafie thegarriBoii^ivhioh 
iii6 did imperce^Uy, fiddingdftily ooeor tmi fltmn- 
j^ers to it, till io a short time they 0Ht-Bumb^«d 
tht ttit$in€ts't}£ the hoase. She again tepr^s^t^ 
^ the iojostioe of iDtroduciiig entkk a tramber df 
Buspicibos people into tJie castle without her coi>- 
'eiirreiice;-'*-8he ittsisted that hi^fatlier's rassalsand 
retainers Wei^<amp]ysafliteieiitf>ra1ltieees8ary par^ 
poses, either in p^c6 or w^r ; — And assuted htm-, 
tfeftt nniess the stnmgers were sent away immedi- 
ately, she would apply to her friends for a foxx^ 
to expel them. This last threat called up a sardo^ 
nic smile oveTtlie granite features of l>tigaldi which 
insfontttn^eeuriy settled down into a foAn<«(f po(tten- 
tooEs meaidlkg^ as he replied^ ^' Lady AlieSa> yom 
fai^w net what yon requifie r-'-^te yon yet to team 
tliat the Gordons are agsin drawing tli^ir fbrceii 
ff^igellier) for another attempt to expel die itt^d^ 
eft ; and Chat Archibald Dongl^s^ with die Lord 
of Herries imd the tiitor of Bombie, meditate an 
tiMption into t)v^ lower districts of Galloway, for 
the pnrpose o( giving those in the interest of the 
Knight of Lochinvar employment i^ faoraOk Tour 
htifxg a M^Cullochj therefore, will aflbrd 'soffieient 
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grounds of quarrel for these warlike chiefs to take 
ia your castle, and lay your lands desolate, un- 
less they find you in a situation to repel force by 
force, which, if they discover you to be, they in 
all probability will not disturb you. 

■ 

'' Let this answer satbfy you in all time coming, 
that I am acting to the best of my judgment for 
your interest and safety ; and believe me wlien I 
assure you, I shall always be ready to submit my 
conduct to the investigation of those friends you 
ipHk of, wbeneyejir thiqr oiay iH^^ pn>per tQ call 
for it." 

Silenced, though not coayinced} by this specioii^: 
reasoning^ s^e withdrew jto b^r apartment, baVr 
ing finally resolye^ to sfeek fome. safer w^if^ 
than the bpnse pf her fathers conlfl a4S>r4 her, on 
the very first opportunity ; and for that,piii|iQAe,^ 
she airanged with father Jaspeir before bia/i^p^ivr • 
ture, that he should g<^ tp Wjg^ow^, F^bh futt ; 
powers from her to treat mth tjb# ^bb^s^ £pst h#r 
final vidmmoBi into th^ ^r^r. 
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CFIAP. V. 



Glenaiuon,'^So, Lady Ranctolphshiinftiii*— bjrand bye 
1*11 woo her as the Lion woos bis mate. DocaLAa. 



• Th£ crisis of her fate was now appioaching. 
She had made no secret pf her intention of leaving* 
the castle, and Dugald was perfectly aware that 
her carrying that measnre into effect, would de- 
priye him of the last shadow df a pretext for re- 
maining behind her. It would have unma^ed the 
whole of his plans at once, — an expose he was re- 
solved to avoids if possible, as he had many jarring 
interests to reconcile before he could finally reach 
the point at which his ambition aimed. He saw 
that no middle course was left him to pursue. — One 
of two extremes offered themselves for his accept- 
tance, and be did not hesitate a moment In mak* 
inghis election. 
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X)ne day, he took occasion to send most of the 
old and faithful vassals of the house away, on di- 
Ters pretences, into the country, where they would 
be detained till late. He then caused the draw- 
bridge to be raised, tfaei-amparts to be manned, 
and eveiy thing put into such a state of prepara- 
tion as if he expected an immediate assault. He 
then demanded an audience of Alicia, which be- 
ing granted, he appeared before her with a con- 
siderable portion of apparent alarm depicted on 
his countenance, and informed her, that he had re- 
ceived certain information that the Douglasses, 
with a strong force, had invested Cardoness, 
which being weakly garrisoned, would mstke but 
a feeble defence, and that Kirkclaugh would 
, be their next object, which, (thanks to his pru- 
dence and foresight), was prepared to give them 
a warmer reception ; yet the chances cflF war 
were at best uncertain, and it was absolutely ne- 

Ksessary, thsit before he subjected himself, and the 
brave men who ha d united their fortunes to^his 

von the present occasion, to all the miseries of a 
protracted siege, she should confer on him some 

.mort legitimate grounds for adopting her qnar- 
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reL;*^tbat she had only one method of doing 
this^ which was,, by giving him her hand in mar- 
riage. True, ho appeared only in the castle in » 
menial capacity :— he was neyertbelesB her ^ual ; 
and were the cloud once dissipated that oversha- 
dowed his destinies, he could rank with the proud- 
est knight in Scotland ; — that she might object 
to the abruptness of thb declaration, in reply to 
which he had to offer the uxgeucy of the cas^ 
which left no time for deliberation ; and finaUy^ 
hoped that her good sense would enable her to 
rise above the little trifling coquetries of her sex, 
and do that with a good grace which the safety 
of both rendered ladispensible. 

During this address, the unfortunate Alicia 
was struck dumb with astonishment. She felt that 
she was in the power of an unpriucipled ruffian-, 
ivho had gone too &r to recede, and who would 
permit nothing to arrest his guilty career^ till be 
had attained the summit of his wishes. A sense 
of her own helpless condition rushed over her 
ipind with such icresistible force, that it carried 
every other fediog before it, when, clasping her 
hands in an agony of despair, she cried, ^^ O, that 
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I had followed my jpare&tfr to the silent grave I I 
ahouU tlien bare escaped. a fat^ which would reii^ 
der deaths in its most hideous formy an object of do» 
sire. Tou iniii'niiate that a cbaia of ciroumstaa-^ 
eea baa liBl&ed our interests together, and that the 
sacrifice you require is necessary to our mutual 
saCety : How We come to jiave any thing in "cobk 
moB, exoeptthe air we breathe, is ijaorc than you; 
havje yet shown :•— You came a houseless stranger, 
to my father's galles^ aud'was receiv^ and cherish- 
ed, not as a dependent but as a friend, and how 
have you repaid his hos(pita1ity ? Dugald Graeme^; 
you avofooUy Mspected of having been accessory to 
Us murdei^ Gaul ever become the affianced bride 
of a man over whose head such a horrid suspicion, 
hangs, w^re there even no other objection ; but^ 
suppose for a moment that it was fully exphuned 
away, I have others sufficienUy powerful to in. 
^hioe mc to jH'efbr the deepest dungeon in the 
castle of Threave, with toads and venomous rep«- 
tiles for my companions, to a couch of state and 
si&en canopy, on the terms you offer. I again- 
repeat, that, with such feetings, we can have no. 
'communion of interests ;. leave me therefore to my 
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fiite^ I entreat — ^nay, oommaadyou, as no evil caa 
overtake me of such a disastrous character as re^ 
maining here under your protection ; or, should 
you avail yourself of the po\«er virhich the mis- 
fortunes of my father's house has placed in your • 
hands, at least permit me to retire to a place 
more beseeming my character, and I here offer you 
the. castle and all it contains as the price of my 
safety." At last, overcome by the agony of her 
ftelings, she sat down and wept bitterly. . • 

^ During this address, Graeme became sensible 
t-hat he had ovet-rated his influence over her, and 
that from intimidation he had nothing to expect. 
When, with all the pride of conscious virtue, she 
stood erect before him, the fire of indignation' 
flashing from her eyes, and the blood of her fore- 
fiithers mantling over her beautiful face, all viilaift' 
as he was« he felt the force and dignity of her ap- 
peal, and the half* formed wish almost escaped 
him, that he had been woHby of her. 

If at the moment he felt any compunction for 
the infamous part he was acting, it was but of 
short duration ; for, curling up his lip into, some^ 
thing he meant-^hould pass for a smile, and with 
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ullthe sel&possession he was'master of, he in a 
tone of irony, replied, — ^** Beshrew me, lady^ 
bat Demosthenes was a fool — a driveliing idiot*— ^ 
to choose the tempest for his schoolmaster, and 
the waves for his audience, when his oratoiial 
qualifications would bare been subjected to a se* 
rerer test, had he tried to out-rail a woman ! I^ 
have little leisure for the shaip encounter of* a 
wordy war ; nor can I see any possible good like* 
ly to result to either of us by its being protracted 
much longer. I shall, therefore, content myself 
with simply informing you, that in one hour I 
shall expect you at the altar, where every thing 
shall be ready for the performance of the nuptial 
ceremony ; and although your cheerful complianoe 
may create an interest in your fovour at some fix- 
ture period, yet your refusal will neither alter my 
plans nor proti^act your fate- a single moment.—^ 
One word more and I am done :— You hinted 
something about. certain prepossessions you en- 
tertained in favour of a dungeon, with toads and 
lizards for your visiting acquaintances. Believe 
me,' lady, when I assure you, that you shall ever 
find me 00 much disposed to indulge your erery 
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wlshy pftrtlcalnrly wfam it is so very r^osonoiAry. 
thuXf 8be^I4 yw oonluiiie in the same way of 
thinking fortweQiy-fi>urboarg,^w*«circttiiistaiice> 
liy *tbf l>yo9 B^ very likely to happei^ it shall go 
htfrdy indeed, if I do aot find youaccommodationip 
B» mueh to your likiag, without tcaveUiug so bx 
as Threave for (bem«*' So saj^isig, he left the 
iroqniy vaug the pcecaotioa of sepim^g ^e door 
behlpd him» 

« Troe to his appointed tupe, Oi^efie xeturoed* 
He found Alicia on her kiiee% aapplicating the- 
ipcfoy of heayen, and deploring the &te that af»~ 
waitjei heir. She shrunk fromhis emhf^e ; and 
gnvipedy with cooyulsive energy, the (cnicifix be^- 
few ni^iob she had humbled henself- He tore 
the saoced symbol &om her amu^ and dashed it 
in fFagdneBts on the floor. Let us pursue the bor« 
tid detail no farther. The eventful day x^losed 
in on a scene of n;Lore unfalushijjfg outrage tbai^ 
ever 49rkenfiMl the page of hWtory ^ and the mom^ 
iftg sun witli€9^ed tbejAnfcyrtupateiUtphantheinas^ 
miserable of human heinp. 

frpm th^^day foriiiirard peace never vi^it^d her 
^iff^Priiipfe. She :8eM<l9^1efl'her ^fw^epi^n^- 
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was Bever per^iitted to wandeir beyood Jtbe pse** 
cuict0'Of the caAtle, unless acoeiBpaiued hyt ^awa 
of her xai^her^s ci^atores. She neiver. mtenned* 
died in any domestic ooncem^ but left/every thing 
to the arrangement of these placed aiwut hec^ 
She seemed to take as little inteyvst in the af. 
fairs of the world, as if she had been an inhal»<* 
tant of anetlier pknet, dropt on it by accidents 
In short, she seemed to be fast 4esceudiiig to 
that grave she had incessantly prayed for, &om 
the day she first called the ruffian, Graeme, hey/ 
husband. 

Dugald having succeeded in his plans, even fae« 
yond his most sanguine expectations, soon threw 
aside the mask which he found it no longer ne^ 
cessary to wear. He possessed « castle whose 
strength mighc have ^^ ladgfaed a siege to sconiV^ 
and he had garrisoned it <by frequent levies from 
those hordes of outlaws that infested the bordeEs 
of the kingdom — ^men nursed in blood, andjctac* 
ed amidst aeenes of plunder and assassiiiatien**^ 
The history of their lii^es woidd Jhaive been a libel 
on their Qpecies. 

He caniauaAeedp ihorcfoi?!^ Jbis System, of .ope« 
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rations, and soonlittd the whole district under eon^> 
tribution* The pooier claiwes wesee glad to purcbascf 
bom him a precarimis- protectioni or rather for*' 
bearance, while the more powerful banded to-» 
gether for mutiud goarantee: He built a number 
of small vessels, and made several descents on the- 
opposite shores (^ the bay^ piimdering the c6un-> 
try, and putting all to death without mercy who* 
resisted him«— From these expediticms he (rfite& 
returned laden witk^spoU ; and they answered the 
two-fold purpose of enriching him, and training 
up his banditti to be equally expert on sea as on* 
land; 

Six years liad now etepsed since Alicia's mi-< 
serable union« if union it ought to have been called,^ 
where there^ was nothing but ccmipnnetion and' 
horror on the one side, and unfeeling violence Gtt 
the othiBT. She bore Graeme one daughter, who was 
now in her fourth year. Her birth seemed to have 
kindled in the withered bosom of Alicia some littkf 
relish for life* The feelings of a parent fell on het 
soul like the dew 'of heaven on the parched rose- 
hud. She awokepartiallyfrom thatmoitalislumber 
beoeaih- whidi her energies wereftst sinking,' to 
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a ;siertse of the nevt^ duties she was caUed on ta^ 
perlbnn ; and tbi^ very effort seemed for* a time . 
tahave arrested the uplifted' dart of the King of ; 
Terrors. 

It hiB^ already been stated, that she took no inter-* , 
esi in the temporalities of* the castle, nor did she 
ev^ mingle in eifeher social or friendly intercourse . 
with any of its inmates. The two female attend- 
ants were perjnitted to remain with her,- as Graeme . 
hfMl no ^Ott^t in. removing them, and her time , 
seemed to buve been equally divided between her , 
maternal and religious duties. She had fitted up . 
a small oratory in one of the turrets^ and here she 
retired as often as she could detach herself from 
h^r in&nt^.and poui^ed out her sorrows at the foot-^ . 
stfdol of him, who hsM^ promised to be << the orphanV 
9tfty." 

. Father Gregoiy, the unrworthy successor of the^ 
good Mi JaBpsr, was the exact counterpart of the 
£ri|fkr.Tttck of Bpbin-hQod: — ^he had stabbed' aa ,. 

jpiiot in a brawl on a recent occasion, and fled 
from the vengeance of his friends to the protect- 
ti<XH of his old moss*troG^ing .companion^ Dugald 

(jcseme. He was a valuable acquisition to the in- 



11 



114 THC ^TAKDARD DP DKlTMATlK ; 

mates of the castle, as independent of his profes- 
sional ntiHty, thete ivas not one who assumed the 
jack and spearwith more alacrity when a pjejr was 
to be driven ;— -add to which, he knew something 
of leeeh-crafr, played on the rebeck, and could 
have emptied a flagon with the be^ of them. He 
made several ineflbctual attempts to estabUsh him- 
self in the good graces of Alicia ; first, by tea» 
derittg his assistance in directing h^ ffevotions, 
and afterwards by contributing to her amusement, 
either by his musical or other rare talents ; but 
she met his advances with the most freezing dis* 
dain, and declined his sarvices in either of Us 
two-foFd characters o( ecclesiastic or bufflxm— ndie 
still bearing in mind the unworthy part he had 
acted on the day of her undoing. Piqued at her 
repulsive manner, he said one day to Grseme, ^ By 
the spear of Saint. GoKah, Dugald, the prepara- 
tions of thy ^ lady love'^ for her celestial joa r H c y 
dkre on the most extensive scale t^hast thou any 
notion when she sets out V* Greeme, fi^Linghis dark 
full eye on him, replied in his formal, laconic 
manner, ''that is a subject in which I am deter- 
mined not to interferr^ nor must you*** This wa» 
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perfectly miclerstoody and the ftiscttsstbn t<ras suf* 
fered to drop^ nor was it ever again tesomtd. 

AldMmgh ike birth of ker daugfatet, and the 
maternal duti^B she was in oonsequence thereof 
cailed on to perforiii, seemed for a time to havd 
arrested the progress of disease, yet the evil wad 
too deeply rooted in the recesses of her bosom, 
ever to be -eradicated. She felt that her days were 
Mimbered, andshe hailed the hour of her approach- 
ing departfire with joy, bordering on rapture. One 
thing only preyed on her mind, and became to 
her the somx^e of much uneasiness, as well as deep 
reflection— this was the fate of her infant after her 
death. She wished it removed from this den of 
iiifimiy, and placed where its moral and religious 
education would be attended to. For this purpose 
die preferred a petition to Dugald, that he would 
pennt her to apply to either the lady of Cardo- 
iieaS) or the abbess of the black nuns at Wigtown, 
to take the infant Euphemia under their protec- 
tion. She painted the impropriety of her remain- 
ing where she was, with all the force of reason- 
ing she coald command; — she gently reminded him 
of its being the only favour sfhe had ever solicited 

H 2 
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from bim, and that he was equally interested ia 
the child's welfare with herself. 

Graeme heard her to an end with impatiencae, and 
sternly commanding her to be silent on the sub- 
ject in all time coming, informed her that his mind 
was finally made up as to the matter under dis- 
cussion ; — that he considered hitnself fully compe- 
tent to the discharge of every requisite duty, with* 
out calling in the assistance of Lady Cardoness, gk 
any other lady whatever; — that his views respect- 
ing female education happening to be in direct op- 
position to her's, he was resolved to give his own 
the preference, particularly as they appeared better 
calculated for the class of society she was likely 
to mingle in, than all the superficial embeUisbf 
inents that could be engrafted on her. After this 
explicit declaration, the heart-broken Alicia never 
resumed the subject more — ^indeed, her health de- 
clined so rapidly, that it became evident to those 
about her, she could not linger an inhabitant, of 
this vale of sorrow much longer. 

It might naturally have been expected, that had 
Graeme possessed one kindly feeling in bis bosom, 
he would have given vent to it on the present oc- 
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caBioD, when he beheld the victim of his unbrid- 
led passions sinking into a pretnatnre grave. Had 
any doubt remained on the subject, however^ his 
conduct on the morning of her demise,' set the 
question at rest. For as soon as he heard of her 
death, he left the castle on a predatory excur- 
«ion with a division of his gang, and did not re- 
tuni till afler the funeral was over. 

As soon as the little Euphemia^ whom he con- 
stantly addressed by the familiar nameof Eppie, 
had attained her tenth year, he commenced his 
system, of education. Nothing was ever to be 
seen in her hands but mimic implements of war ; 
and his whole leisure was employed in teaching 
her how to use them with address. She in a few 
years made so much progress under the tuition of 
this best of fathers, particularly in archery, that 
before she was eighteen, she bad been permitted 
to accompany him in some of his expeditions, 
wherein she gave proofs of the most undaunted 
courage, setting an example of intrepidity to his 
veteran troops, and adding a quickness and fore- 
sight in emergencies which often put to the blush 
the judgment of riper years. After she had for 
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iiometime been the coDstant adeociale of his gangv 
9hanDgy and oftoQ commanding, ia adveature^ 
fraught with peril, her feetingps began to^ assume 
a higher toDe,-*-8he became at once fierce, tieadi^ 
erons and vindictiye, with passions that bestrid 
the whirlwinds, and alike unfettered hy super- 
fttition and nnawed by principle ; slie set no 
bounds to their gratification ;-^and to all this, 
she added a cunning, that might almost have de- 
ceived the enemy of mankind* When she had a 
&vottrite object in ^w, not attainable by open 
force, there was not a virtue under heaven^ whose 
semblance she could not have borne till her pur- 
pose was obtsained; and the next instant have 
stood forth the fiend confi^sed, in all her native 
deformity of charact^. 

Among her father's bands there were many as- 
pirants for the hand of this Gallovidtan Thale»*. 
tris, in marriage, and even some who, presuming 
on former services, demanded it from Dugald 
as their right* On these occaslpns, he set the 
matter at rest, by informing them> that Eppie bad 
duties to perform altogether incompatible with 
those of domestic life j-^-tfaat this arose out of the 
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peculiarity of his situation, as he, having no son 
to succeed him, had felt the necessity of training 
up his daughter in a manner that would enable 
her to supply the place of one at his death. It 
was self-evident, therefore, that a woman bom 
to command all, must forfeit all titl^ to that com- 
mand wfaon the becaitie the etcltittve ptopettfiii 
one; and he was determined that for these rea« 
sons, she should never marry. 
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CHAP. V, 



^* 8q}^ Jamie laye doune b« the quhyte eefaemv 
He fell asleipe, an he dremit ane dreime. 
^' An* he saw ane scbippe, decket wi' streimirs gaic, 
Plowen alang yat waterie ley, 
An* ane steil-clade Knichte on ye decke yid stand, 
An* ane flickerin swarde in his dexter hande.** 



Romance of Kino Jamie I. 
£jl/ Captain. HamUton* 



Let us now return to Cruggleton^ where affairs at 
the Castle demand our immediate presence. Ro- 
nald Kerlie, the only surviving son of the vener- 
able and respectable Sir Eneas, was a youth of great 
personal prowess, and had on several occasions 
distinguished himself in the field. A feud had 
'^sted for many years^ between the Kerlies of 
Cruggleton and a Sir Arthur Featherstone, a 
powerful chief^ who possessed an extensive do- 
main in Cumberland* Respecting the origin of 
this quarrel; no cause has been assigned, nor can 
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•any thing farther be gathered at this remote period 
of time, than that acts of mutual spoliation had 
frequently taken place betwixt them, in all of 
"which, Ronald conducted himself "with so nnich 
spirit, as to call forth the approbation of his 
iiiends^'who looked fcnrward to the period, when, 
under his sole command, they were to make the 
baronial towers of the Featherstones tremble to 
their foundation. 

» 

His parents had frequently assailed him on the 
subject of marriage,' and were inost solicitous that; 
he should make an election, as there were fienir 
families in the neighbourhood who would not have 
been proud of his alliance* On these occasions he 
studiously evaded giving a direct answer, aiid ap- 
peared most anxious to change the subject. His 
paarents became alarmed, lest he should have for- 
med some connection he dared not avow ; and 
were most urgent that be would pay his addresses 
to a young lady they pointed out, whose rank, 
beauty, and accomjdishments were unexception- 
able. His iather took occasion one day to press 
the question so home to him, that he could no 
ionger evade giving a direct answer. He at last 
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iMdcnowte^gedy that his d^iobg the BiaMXfMh 
{3«s proposed to hinii did not arise either from atrjr 
jqMtkyi or previoira • engagement en his pact^ but 
WW the resak of a aingidax andmyateriduadieftm 
he had, wid Wfaicfa.had been do fireqcMuatly sspeat*- 
ed^ that he could not help recelTing it as a>^ auper* 
natural soliciting.'' . . 

ELe dreamed that he was kneeling befioae the 

high altar in Saint Ninian's Churchy in Wfaithdn^ 

when a peal of ticiunder shook the hooso to its 

fiMaDdatiQns-i«*die dcane was cleft asuaderi and an 

aged flian^ of « mostireaerable a^ect^ deaocoded 

and stflod bcfeB&hin f Ua long flowing beard hong 

down to his middle, a pilgionifs mantle was flnog 

OTier his sbooUets, having a virhite cross oa s6s 

hreast ; he had sandals on his feet^a nabed avMvd in 

lus right hand^ and a pernion fiirled upon it» staff 

m. his left* He addressed him most coatteoiiB*' 

]y, aad taking off his mantle. tht«^ it o^er him; 

He next delivered the sword aad the pennon in*^ 

to his hands, and satd^ ^ liow go, and fulfil ymtr 

dostiny ; the pennon vfUl direct you wfatcfaer/' 

At that instant it unfurled itself, and floated «• 
way down the transept^ as if borne on the wings 



of a tcinpefit. As its huge Toluines we^e iladii>- 
ipg over hiio, he read tibe word Jboahny i« Unf- 
ziQg characters on its centre. The old ttkam wav- 
<ed his band, and the whole scene dibapfiiBared. 
. BxHiald now found himself standijQ^ on the. Unff 
liead^ which forins the most southern promoiBtory cf 
the peninsnla j^-he heard the sea i^liDgi aad da&b- 
iog its w»9es against tkeba$eof the) preci^ce 0a 
^hiah he stood^ here he beheU the wholeiace of 
the ocean covered with ships, as if aa intermijiablie 
line had been passing in endless review befere hint ^ 
the decks appeared to be crowded with anaed 
knights, having mantles of the identical foDn as that 
be wore, a&d a pennon ^f the same description 
trembled likea meteor from the mast of each vesseL 
They beckoned him to join them, and courteonsl jr 
waved him forward with their hands $ yet they nei« 
ther shortened sail, nor sent a boat to bring him, 
6£ He felt such agony at the chance of being Uit 
behind, that his struggles awoke him. 

He stated, that he had many repetitions of tjbe 
same dream, with this ^ffereace, that tlieold man^ 
instead of the mild benevolent countenance he bore 
on tibeir first interview, had latterly assumed Dae 
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•of stern severity ; that he had reproTed him for. 
not obeying his first call^ and threatened some 
-great misfortune/ should he hesitate any longer* 
After giving, he said, the subject every consider* 
ation, he could not help receiving it las a divine 
intimation, that he should take the cross, and go 
io the hit>ly land, which, with his father's permis- 
sion, he was resolved to do ; and as M^Dowall of 
Logan was preparing a force to join the great ar- 
mament of Christian knights, who were to rendez- 
vous at Sicily, and afterwards to proceed under the 
commadd of the Prince of Baden, to relieve As- 
calon, then besieged by Soliman the Great, he 
earnestly begged he mi^t be permitted to accom- 
pany him. 

Although this request rung like a peal of jar- 
ring discord within the castle walls, and though 
his parents were incousolable, they having no o- 
ther son, as has been said, yet such was the gross' 
superstition of the age, that refusing his petition 
would have been considered as little better than 
•pen contempt of the Divine command — nay,' 
would have subjected them to the highest eccle- 
sinstical censure. They therefore gave a reluc- 
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tant consent^ and Ronald^ taking six attendants 
with binif joined the expedition, which sailed im- 
mediiitely for some port in France, where, having 
landed, thej crossed the Alps, and travelling to 
Naples, embarked for Sicily. 

It forma no part of our plan to follow these in- 
trepid, though misled champions of the cross, 
through all the unfortunate vicissitudes of an east- 
em campaign, Ascalon wad relieved, but at a 
price which, paralysed their, efforts for years to^ 
come ; and what added to their misfortunes, dis- 
sensions broke out in their camp. This was only 
the natural consequence of so many leaders, and 
so many confUcting interests to contend against. 
The Prince, considerkig himself treated with ne- 
glect, although he brought the only efficient rein- 
forcement they received, retired in disgust to 
Acre, from whence he embarked for Toulon, 
where his army broke up, each division march- 
ing for its native country. 

Ronald, now Sir Ronald, (he havingbeen knight- 
ed under the walls of Ascalon, for some gallant ex- 
ploit he performed,) on his march through the inte- 
rior of France, with the division to which he be-^^ 
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loogedy being a little in ftdvsuioe of his paiitjr, wm 
alarmed by the «ries of some penapli in distciM. Ife 
rushed forward^ 8w<»*d in hand^ and dfscoYCi^ ai 
lady of exqaiidte beauty in tl^ gripe of two fiiroN. 
ciotts looking freebooters, who Wer6 dn^igiag her 
into the ^M^ apparently for the woxst of pur- 
poses. Hie spurred his hor^ fiMrwat^ and wjillk 
a siagle blow, laid oUe of them al hia f^t, when, 
the other fled, lea^ag ihe lady in a swooo* Bb 
](iifi to a neighbouriag brook for water, with whicbr 
he bathed her templeil ; and wbea she recoYeved,. 
he gave her ereiy Msni^jffii^e of safely^ tdUng her 
whQ he was, and that he was wtihio hail of 
the division to ^^ch he bilooged, who would 
nSofi h^t a safe escdit to whatever place sht 
mighft choose. She thafiked him tnoat courte- 
oiisly for the timely assistance fie had affbcdedf 
her, and ioformed him> that she had left her fa*'^ 
ther's castle on a visit of a few miles, attended bjr 
only two servants, when they were attacked by 
banditti; thftt her servaalU had fled on the' first a- 
larm, leaving her at their mercy ; and that whit^^ 
one part of them Went iq pursuit of the fugitivies,' 
two of their number wered^pfttohed to Goaduot 
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het to.thek reitteaty where she had every tbing tor 
dread, from such mffiAsSr The troops beiog, iiow 
come up. Sir Ronald informed them of his advea* 
twe^ oa which the 0OiBa»ai)der suggested the piro- 
piaety. of leaving an amboecade in the foxeat^ 
which mi^t surprise them oa their rjetttni> and 
tbvs b# the Bieaiis of freeing toe country from 
aQcb< a nutennce. Thk being doae, the remaiud^ 
^ceeded with the lady to her father'a. castle^ 
where tbej! were received^ and treated with the 
greatest kiadness^ both ou aceoimt of the serYtce 
whjeh had been rendered h]^ d^i^^er^ and be^ 
cause the old Count h^d. been a Knight of the 
Crosp himself. The pariy» left in the forest^, soon 
joined them, having surprised the rabbets, ^U of 
whom tibey put to: the sword» j^d fiMmd immense 

kiQQty in their oavecu* 

Ev^ry species of amusemeB t wa» resorted to,^ ia 
order to detain the knights a little longer,-«-mighN 
ty hunting matches^ s^ndid tournam^Ats^and e^ 
very otb^ princely sporty that shed a ray of bar- 
baric ladiAOce over the gloomy ages of chivalry^ 
ia all of which Sir Ronald shone pre-eminent ; 
flod what stimulated him up to such gallant eff 
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Ibrts was, that he had now a legitimate object m^ 
YieWy to the attainment of which ^tts^ was-ueces* 
saryr 

If the beauty of Rosabelia had made an im- 
pression oh Sir Ronald at their first interview^ 
^ver to beeradieated, how mnst he have been de^ 
Hghted to discover that external beanty was the 
kast of her qualifications, her mind being richly 
stored with all the leaimingand all the elegance of 
the age in which she lived. He felt that his fn^ 
ture happiness mnst depend on the reception his 
addresses shonldm^ with ; andalthoogh^at their 
several stolen interviews^ she had given hilm no 
cause to- despair, yet it was. some time before he 
could obtain permission to apply to her father*. 
This, bowev^, having at last been granted, pro^ 
posals were made in due form, and after a host of 
inquiries and explanations,' were accepted, and the 
nuptials were solemnized in a manner becoming 
theranlsL and dignity of the. parties. 

At length, however, the hour of sepsurationap-^ 
proached, and many tears vrere shed, as the love«« 
ly Rosabella made preparations for following -h^ 
husband to his native land. They reached Cai^Mi 
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in safety, from whence embarkijog for Scotlaod, 
they were landed at the Isle of Whithorn, where 
the knights^ taking a courteous leave of each o- 
ther, departed to their respective castles. 

We shall, as in duty bound, follow Sir Ronald 
to Croggleton, where his arrival was no spone^^ 
known, than the whole inhabitants became wjild 
with joy* His aged parents hailed his return with 
rapture, blessing God for his safety; and his 
blooming bride met with such a warm and friend* 
ly reception from them, as left her little cause for 
regretting her beloved Fraucqi. 

Two short years flitted away on gossamer pi- 
nions, and the young knight and his lovely Ro- 
sabella enjoyed as much unalloyed hapfnness as 
ever fell to the lot of mcHrtals in this sublunary 'state 
of being. 

Eut nothing is stable in this land of shadows. 
Though the tide of time i-oUs forward with a ite* 
sislless current, yet while on one day a single 
straw only is seen buoyant on its rippling wave, 
the. next, it bears the wreck of a nation, daiAixig 
amidst its turbid whirlpools. This truth was ex- 
emplified at CruggletoU) around whose battlements 
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tlie cloudB of misfortune began to darken. The 
old knight, whose heahh had been long on the de- 
cline, paid the debt to natiiFe, and was gathered 
to his fathers in the charcfa-yard of Cruggl^ton ; 
his amiable consort foHowed faim in a few months, 
leering Sir Ronald sote heir and representative t>f 
their honourable house. Be h&d one ^isti&r, who 
was his senior by a few years, and who on the 
death of her parent, wished to i^tire to a religious 
house, but was prevailed on by her brother to re- 
main in the castle* One thing preyed alike tm 
the minds of the knight and his amiable consort.; 
they hitherto had no children. Agreeably to the 
superstition of the times, m&ny pilgrimages bad 
b^n perfoi^med, and many rotive oblations made, 
and vows oflfered up at the shrine at St llingan, 
but all to no purpose. 

After A lapse of some time^ however, his bloom^ 
idg helpmate wasdiscoveredto be in the Way which 
c' ladies wish tx> be who lorfit their lords.^ This 
ttSWs, as might well be expected, Spread a beam of 
j(^ ovet* e^ery eoantenknce in the oastle ; her 
hedltli wOd watolied over with ths most unremitting 
care,and *' the H^indstyf heaven were chidden if they 
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waved, bcsr ^aony locks on her ivoty itetok/^ At 
l«Bi ihe critidal moBQcnt arrived, for which ev6iy 
pi!^Mytetio& had been XDsde on the nio&t liberU 
9Cfi» ;-?-«iid-^bat why dweD «a the isota^ftil suh^ 
jdct any longer than may bb iiece6Bttry?-^it WiAen* 
eesAQ smafl portion of menial «aUoslty oil the pM 
of an andior> td linger over his catastrophe till he 
c^an send it forth laden with prelindniary hoifrt^. 
We, g^tle reader, whose feeUngs hupp&a to be 
cast in A softer monld^ have Gcom our ^faney up- 
wards^ cnlectained a rooted ai^ersiim ag&inist'eveapy 
passion which tended to clothe the face of bcJdutV 
i^ the drapery bf wofey abd have often, in 'th^illiy* 
dreams of onr childhood^ wished fcMr sdv^r^gti 
power^ for the exolnsiTe purpose of JiA^ring fiin 
and sorrow, like the scape4g|oat oC the IsifWBlft6iE^ to 
the wilderness, laden.with the sins andcur^ o^ihe 
nation on its head. lit remains only th^r^oikikto 
be told, that Lady Rosabella died 4tt ^Vttrg 
birth to an heir to the/casde and- iotttdtiS 6f 
Cffi^leton* 

• .The fotoeval solemottties were cbndudted in a 
manner becoming thb rank and charscter of fhe 
I^arties, .and for a period, the knight appeared 
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ioconsobble ; yet time, which wears off the nigged 
asperities of. our p^suons^giadoally shed its sooth- 
ing influeno^ over his boaom 4 xeflection- taught him 
that he bad duties to fulfii, altogether iocoasisteat 
with, the enervating indnlgeoce to i^hich he had . 
giveaway. He rousedhimself from this mental^ 
lethargy^-tbis slumber, of ^ the soul, in which his> 
energies, wereisunk, and once. more busied himBelf • 
in the concerns of the world. 
. Hia infimt, too, became no mean. auxiliary to the' 
baUiXineranty in detaching him from the bitterness 
of bis :sorrows. It in a short time appeared to 
be the almost exclusive object of his regard, and . 
gave an early pcomise;|[Qf becoming. every thing a ' 
$>nd paK^t! could wish* His sister, on whom the^ 
whple management, of his domestic concerns now • 
devolved, shewed herself to be well qualified for 
the task imposed on her ; and.the worthy old &- 
Uier Jasper, after, his expulsion from Kirkclaugh, 
being recoounended by the prior of Whlthom, ^was- 
received as domestic chaplain, and soon rendered 
himself an ^universal favourite with the whole 
family. Days and years thus passed awi^ at 
Cruggteton, and. if Sir Ronald was not. again 
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liappy, he was tranquil. As he was still young 
several ineffectual attempts were made to lure him 
into a second marriage ; but when urged on the 
subject^ his constant reply was, that his affec- 
tions were for ever buried in the grave of Rosabel- 
la^ and that nothing was left him but parental 
solicitude and paternal duty* 
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CHAP. YI, 



** T canna tell ■/ I canna tf II a* ; 
Some gat a skelp» and •ome gat a cl'awr 
But they gart the Featheratones bad iheir jaw,. 

Nickoland Alickan'a't 
Some gat hurt, aod lome gat nane. 

Some had harness, and some gat stane.' 

Old Border Ballad. 



Allan Kerlie was now in his eighteenth year, 
and if our legendary information is to be relied on^ 
he phone a paragon of manly beauty and knight- 
ly accomplishments. He was the darling of his 
doating father, and the pride of the whole power- 
ful sept to which he belonged. 

The fend betwixt Sir Honald and the Feather, 
stones, which for many causes, had been |»ermit« 
ted to slumber for years, by some accident was 
blown into a flame, and at this period burnt 
fiercer than ever. The Featherstones had recent- 
ly made a descent on the lands of Cmggleton, 
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whewt tfcey d^estraycd ^ few kjouises^ cajn^i^g off 
the cattle t^a^t ca^ne in. theii: wajjr, aud wece^ guilty 
of sfwi&acts; of barbarQU9 ciuelty, Mrhich, beiog 
deeply felt by tbe.knij^t^ heresplved. tai:etaUate 
on ibenxwith ioterest, Hjb n?nde hi& ayyapgjemfinjtii 
witK sujcb aecrepy, tb^ th^ F^beipstones were 
taHf^n enticely off their gnard; tbeir principal 
cs^ide feU into, bis bands by surprise^v^bich after 
plwderiogy be burnt to tbe ^und, and tben re- 
tiired lyith an iwi^ense booty^ baying sHstsuned 
littjj^ or no loi3Sk 

.Tbe Featherstones, indignant at their recent 
dt^a^ter^^and burning, fojpi^eveng^, reaolyedoi) no*^ 
thing les^.than the tojtial c^tirpoiiqn of Uie Ketr- 
lie^.; ^d that their>ipeai|s might bei|i soin(» ipeaf< 
sui^ |[;o^ipen^ux:ate to: tbe , object they bad in. yiew^ 
tiu^y^ called, in. to. tl^ir ai.d the Galdqws and. tb^^ 
DisioQ^^ tiyo, ppw;etfttL famiU^a ontbe' banka o£ 
tb^ P^i3Kcnt---4iP^.evea i»ad» overtures to p»- 
g^.pjraBmp fiu:'bift<;9Ti)Beratioq*. .^ 

GA-^em^, swwrtiffft uader the infliction, of some 
reqeot. ca$tiga^iqa be bad. received, from the 
^^ght•o£ Cfilggleton, readily, eutered intp^ tbeju^ 
nuia^ures, and engaged to effect a diyersionda theif 
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favour^ with his whole disposable force, as soon 
as the combined fleet appeared in the bay. 

Sir Ronald, no ways atanned at their formida^ 
ble preparations^ of which he soon obtained in- 
telligence, summoned to his assistance the M'Dow- 
alls of Logan, the M ^Cultochs of Merton, the 
I>unbars of Mochrnra^ and a few more of his 
brother knights of the cross, and with these he ' 
fe!2rless1y awaited their coming. That he might • 
not be taken by surprise, however, he ordered 
one of the stoutest and swiftest vessels that he had, 
<« tabe well manned, and to cruise mid-channel over, 
aiTd, by some means, try to ascertain the state of 
forwardness in which the enemy's fleets were, and 
the probable time of their sailing, but with ex* 
press orders not to approach the shore too nearly. 
Of this vessel, Allan begged so hard to have the 
command, that his father, unable to resist his im- 
portunity, gave a reluctant consent, on his givin]^ 
a solemn promise'that. he would obey the instrnc- 
tions of an experienced seaman, sent with him 
for the purpose. Guarded with these precau- 
tions, the vessel sailed, and returned in a day or 
two, without hftviog made any discovery worth 
noticing. 
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Tills voyage was not (indeed it could not be)^ 
made so secretly as to escape observation^ both 
fironi Cumberland and Kirkclaugh ; and both be* 
ing perfectly aware of the object she had in view^ 
had> as if by a simultaneous compact^ resolved on 
h^r captivity. For this purpose, Eppie was di- 
rected by ' her father to have three vessels in 
readiness to put to sea at a mementos notice^ to in- 
tercej^t her^ should she again venture out. The 
Featherstones had an equal number ready to slip 
and pursue her^ should she again appear on their 
coast. 

Altogether unconscious of their danger^ the 
Kerlies put to sea the ensuing day, and had 
scarcely cleared the land when a terrible storm 
overtook them ; the wind blew a perfect hurri- 
cane, and their vessel, after several inefiectual at- 
tempts to regain the harbour, was finally driven 
out of the b|iy9 and was ultimately so fortunate aa 
to obtain shelter in^a haven in the Isle of Man, 
in a very disabled condition. 

!Eppie Graeme no sooner discovered them fair- 
ly at isea, than she loosed after them, and having 
the advantage of the wind| threw herself between 
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tl^j^Tetn^at. The Kt^rljea,, who. wii|jaess^ tjhie 

da^ge^ of their iriend^ suu}; flew; tp.th^ bMl^iir^. : 
foe tlijBi g^]:p9SQ, oi, wmW&!^^P. i^eo^aipdf^r of 1;Jbeif; 
iia]iry, and sailing to l^^r rescue ^ buttle, 3t9i:m, 
b|ew 60 directly Intpit,^ tl^fd; thejr foun^ it^ i|np09r 
siWptoputtp sea, Thejr ha^ tfee sajjf Sv^.tlPP, ^ 
hovf^er, tp discover, that th^; G;rqsii)^ ^^De. 
likely to suffer as mapb> if qqtimorQ thw tk^- 
o^ ship, as. they, wei^e.^ot sp,well. qui^^^ afid. 
would never be able to bring her to action, wejp. . 
she otherwis;^ disposed, l^h^y wi^re qciyeit^e. 
le^cif t{|^ great^t di^re^a.on h^ apcoupt, apd/ 
Siv Bppald. waS: incpnsoliilile. fotth^ aptipipajLqf}. 
losHs of hiff. 80Q, accn^gt hifnself of r^hness i|^^ 
periniktiag.ii^q).t9 embark \^ sqcli^ a perilous adr 

■ 

The yiesf^, of; %pie> fqy, th^ res^p?, ;b«&w , 
stated, sa^ecf{d[mo6ts^vcJ^y^s^^;we;reria^noc^^ 
dition to act on the ofienaiTie^,agS(in$.^. eyjftn.^.vpiy , 
iuferipfr force. Gls^y wpald> s|;ie haye cegaip^ 
Kirkclaugl^,bu( tbet storm blowing from tl)^ ^irjth* . 
east rendered, tlia^ impf»sifole. Si|ch indeed w^ , 
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]M^, ii) a buy a))pHt, scicy^, qil^fi fcom. tbe. {ilaci^ 
where Allan Keriiel^y. 

tiy^ o£ tbe. <|p£^Q^ nei^pufjipgd: hSk vma^m^ 
0K8e«qf;> vessel^ bfjuig ii^M^iuKirm^ ^^ia. pkB^ 
deiaog i^ xp edit i oiiftba^.b^qi cp^tl^wil^d tQitbe.I«liuad>^ 

btttioo.^ 

A^th^ injury Ally's ,xf)9$i^ ha4ieceiT€id reor 
deced, certain ^fiB^i^ ii^di^^^Qfi^blf!) andtaa he bad 
en^ery r^nsoQ tp expect, aa^a^a^ in .biS: pcfuicafe 
d^encelesfit stsitet,^!^ bad at fM0Str6(i!niQ.tbaugfat8 o£^* 
soU£itbg,thfipirpt(eMqtiQn,of tb^pbief, withtii ^^sboie. 
tenitQci^ hetl^^was; bpt DQt< knowiqg.bow. bis . 
embassy migh^ bci reqejived, or if be Qvt^ posaeaa* 
ed jtbe p9we]:.qf, rendering bim.^^itual amataoce^ 
an^ ^sensible atsq tha^ tbe dflay jt i»ight occasionv 
would tend to increase tl^ al«mi,ait. Gniggleton, ' 
^e trusted J tbat} by seqr^y.and expe^Utjop, h» 
mi^tget rea^y foi^ < a^. b^foffo bis enc;my, viboi * 
8tpq^ . enaally in ncNed oC repaiia^ He, theieibre. 
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took measures that a few of the most material in- 
juries they had sastained should be set to rights 
with all possible haste ; and as soon as. night set in^ 
he intended to sail, and by changing his course, 
endeavour to elude his enemy. 
' Hut nothing could escape the knowledge of the 
ever-vigilant Eppie. /She, by her emissaries, was^ 
soon in possession of every thing he wished to 
cpnoeal — ^and had taken her measures accordingly. 
If she made such efforts to capture the ship, when 
she considered her so doing as merely defeating 
the object of the common enemy, .it may natu- 
rally be concluded that these did not relax, on re- 
ceiving information that the heir of Cruggleton was 
on board.— Joy flashed from her dark eye at the 
inteUigeoce ; she instantly suspended her repairs^ 
and .trusting in her numerical superiority, weighed 
and put ^o sea^ Her fleet being on the Western' 
si4e.of the island, she had a Mng point of land 
to. double before sh^ could- resieh th^ part id 
w]^ch Allan had sought shelter. • During her ' 
short .voyage, she could not resist the aiiti- * 
cipated. joy oi victory.— Allah n prisoner and' 
the Kerlies at her feet ; the mc^t extravi^gant ran^ '- 
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Bom Qff^red.and refused ; no equivaleot to be re- 
ceivedy except the UQconditional submisbion of the 
whole sept, aud surrender of the castle; Such 
were a few of the prospective visions that sport- 
ed in brilliant succession over the heated imagioa^ 
tion of the intrepid Amazon, as she wooed the 
western breeze with every sail, to. bear her to her 
predestined victim. 

She had now doubled that long salient point of 
land, which shoots to the northward like one of 
Spbosa's old fashioned bastions, and was beginning 
to descry the bay where the unfortunate Kerlies 
lay at anchor, when she discovered three vessels 
of superior force to her own, standing in for the 
harbgur under a press of sail* She immediately rQ« 
cognised diem aa part of the fleet destined for the 
invasion of Cru^leton, and justly concluded that 
they had put to sea for the same purpose as. her-* 
self« This was a most unlooked-for turn her aSairs 
had taken. £he became sensible that her prospects 
of future advantage fromthe approaching rencontre 
had for the time vanished into air. — Allan Kerlie 
once the priboner of the Featlierstones, would, in 
all probability, she suspected, bring about a peace. 
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hetween the hatigfaty families, ^en their xuAteA 
forced might he ditectdd ngaink her fikth^r ; Who 
ivas indebted in a ff^vtt mesL^tire to the comiuu- 
^ftico of the fetid for the imptinity he Enjoyed. 'She 
imd beard !tnftch 6f the beanty ^nd ftc'ct^pltsh- 
tnentis of ABait^ and the breach woidd pe^h^pd be 
terimnatedy she suppo^ed^ by ^a marriage between 
the two houses. View this stkbject as she iifkightf 
she t^ld discover nothing that dfd not forbode 
cVil tid her father, tvitfiotit the fiiftfdlfest pWspelfct 6f 
^her present or contingent advantage* IfA^der 
Ae fererrsh excitation of the montecft, sh^ at bn6 
time determined to join her forces t^ those of Allto, 
and givetheFeatfiierstones battte, andif victoiioui^ 
to carry hrer first phm hito execution. But a nid- 
ment'sreffectioi!! taught her that the Fealherstdnes, 
& iheir present efficient state,iVei^ in all likelihood 
more dian a match for four vessels of smalTe'r size 
and inferior appointments ; theyhavibg s^ailed that 
morning, and cdtasequently escaped the stonh of 
the preceding day. On her father s engagements 
with the Featherstones she did not w^ste a single 
thought-^as she felt fully assured of his approba^ 
tioB of any measure frbiii which the greatest per- 
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^liollt^ri&Biedmte ^vanta^ could b^d^wih*<^-^-$ffie 
at hBt etimt to tiie iletennindtioifi kX ^vaaiitAiig 
whdi^iAie ^^«9 A sp4kitAt6r of tbe cont^t^ t^t 2^ 
tnigllt be l^&dy to avail henlelf ofanyfaVoorlATe 
^ircMB^aHQc^ tbat tia^t ^ttet itdelP. 

AUatt MNfiM th<9 a^lproach of tk fee ii^h ^ 
f^eadjr^ bill; b4t a defending eye; Hie letotn^^tiUfe 
in fliiio{itiiig every meadU^ of lieireilciB kid oifk;aWi>- 
ataoces would ]|Mniiit| and b6th by bis wonb %M 
jUitioiis afeiliotteid tke drboping epiritfl of bill ftfebds. 
Wben soiae of ^^iD'cebntelled-kim'to-laii^, %M 
claim the jiretection of tbe chief ef the iOkAi^ 
fnmliisiDg to fi^ so long ad a j^bnk tf hia ifliip 
reiiKiifa^d tt^herv he i«jeeted the |^r6poisaI wkA 
iodigimtJon, aaiusing ihefii ia bid tun]> thai ^long 
aa a. man contioaed du boiftird^ pAio woirid liend a 
faow5 orHfta battle-axe in Mfl'&lheir'& ^arii6lv 
he woold stand by him till death. The KeHies 
littigfat theeothusiasiBf atid kneeling beftre^hesa'^ 
cred i^mbol of their {Ahh^ they vi>wed to^defen<I 
him to the last ettren^ity. 

The iVditliet«toned} confiding in their sil|)erioi^ 
8ti£i^i;th> came boldly fen^pard, Sk Arthur lead^ 
ipg in. flerson ^ and hatUog the Keriies, coin-' 



144 THE STANDARD OF DENMARK ; 

manded them .to strike, on pain of being put to 
death without mercy. The only ans\«er he re- 
ceived was a flight of arrows, which lulled and 
wounded a number of his men. This was.instant- 
]y returned^ and a terrible conflict ensued, whicby 
although most unequal as to th6 means, of annoy •• 
ance,,was nevertheless maintained by the Ker- 
lies with an obstinacy which long kept the scales 
of victory poised in an equal bllimce, . 

Often did the Featherstoues attempt to boaid^ 
and as often were they b^ back .with loss.*— 
Allan, after performing prodigies of valour, iand 
tffice wounding Sir Hugh, was, in his torm 
laid senseless on the deck, by the battle*axe 
of the chief. Thinking their young hero slain, 
the Kerlies abandoUed themselves to sorrow, 
and the Featherstoues, following up their advan* 
tage, were in the act o( taking possession of 
their prize, when Eppie Graeme was seen with 
every sail set, paakiqg for the scene o£ action. 

She rensaiaed at ancjiol*, a pasav^e speolatdr 
of the battle, and could not help admiring the 
address and valour with which the Keriies de- 
fended themselves. She saw the Feathecstones 
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mojb^e ;tli9^ .pfiiqe .fairj j be^t ^ff* A feeling :Som^ 
thiag ial^n. to geaj^coaty su^okeiq her bo^om } 
3fae yielde4,for a moment to the per8naaiv;e ^hkr 
jpm of the. mental «t|raiiger| wd, ond^r its 4ir 
'mie:inA4Qacp^ a prayer almost ^scaped herv tbalt 
aiiph ^laatry and indomitable devotion should 
be oroi¥l^d yith success. But thi^s was QQly an 
in,T)»tentai:y si^urt of pnnciple^ , aa igmsfEituus <£ 
the . soul ; whose single cpmiscatioa illtimiaated 
for an juj^^^y tbe mor^ -than Egyptian darMe^ 
that lay b^ypn4 it| ere it wa& extinguished for 
evi^r. The cupidity* of iEppie would not perndSt 
her to let aa oppo|*tunity escape^ which, if once 
lost sijght of, might never return. She well kne^ 
thatno tie, eitjber human or divine, was longer 
bindiogy accorduig to her father's moral , co(^ 
than tiU he ^u]id{ it .his interest to broak it. • 

Pre^umifjgrOn tl^^, she wasi&dly aware thtft 
her.teeach pf faith wiUi the FeatheistoBed, would 
be amply atoned for by the capture' of Allan Kerr 
lie ;.and j[ustly. cQ^cludingitfaat both parties; weije 
by this time .too much exhausted to offer aqy ef- 
fectual resisitance, she resolv^ <}n aoakidg apdz^ 
of both* For this purpose she bor^, up; as has 
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been said, and, taking the Featherstones by smv 
prise^ ordered their instant submission. On hear- 
ing this most unexpected summons, the knight, 
on demanding to know who they were, and on 
what authority they hazarded such a pereroptofy 
mandate^ was told that they were part of the 
fleet of Dugald Greeme of Kirkclaugh, despatch^ 
ed in quest of a vessel belonging to Cruggleton, 
which, having discovered at anchor in that bay, 
it became their duty to carry home with them* 
Sir Hugh rejoined, that the ship having become 
his prize, previous to tlieir coming up, set that 
question at rest ; and farther, that Graeme being 
in league with him, it must have been on his ser* 
vice the division was sent out. He therefore di- 
rected them to return to Kirkclaugh, and wait 
his farther orders. Eppie retorted that she 
knew nothing of any bond of union subsisting be-> 
tween her father and him ; nor did she biftlieve 
•any such existed ; that the Kerlies #ere her fa- 
ther's enemies ; and that a vessel belonging to 
them having put to sea, she was despatched to 
bring it in;— and' a$ she always implicitly obey* 
ed her fathered ordei^, ishe wonid receive the com« 
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mauds of uo other person as to a liae of conduct 
so clearly pointed out j declariDg, that if the 
slightest interruption was offered her in the dis- 
' charge of her duty, she would assail him with her 
"whole force. Sir Hugh, enraged to be thus school- 
ed by a stripling, (for she was always armed 
and attired as one of her .father^s retainers,) put 
.his ships into the best posture of defence their 
crippled state and his own weakened resources 
would admit of; and interposing them between 
her and his prize, awaited her coming. The as- 
sault was fierce, but of short duration; for, though 
the Featherstones defended themselves with vi- 
gour, yet the Graemes, led on by Eppie, cleared 
their decks, and became the victors almost with- 
out any loss. Sir Hugh being again wounded, 
was compelled to strike, as well as his consorts. 
During this second action, the Kerlies were ren- 
• derod passive spectators, and in all probability 
might have effected their escape, had not the fate 
of their gallant young master paralysed their ef- 
forts, and rendered them incapable of acting with 
promptitude^ till the critical moment had parsed 
away. They were standing in a mournfiil circlt a- 
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round the youth ; and having taken off his light 
armour, were bathing his temples with water» 
when Ej^ie, having finally subdued the Featherr 
stones^ jumped on board and ordered them to 
their quarters on pain of death. The.Kerlies, bo- 
ingin no situation to make farther resistance^ 
laid down their arms, i>n a* promise jof liberal 
treatment for themselves and their chieftain's son^ 
till they could be ransomed* On this, the Graemes 
took possession of their vessel, while the KerUes 
appeared indifferent to every thing except th^ 
recovery of their young chief. 

On Eppie^s coming on board, she was forcibly 
struck with the beauty of the youth. His head 
was ' resting on the lap of one of his retaiib- 
ers. His eyes were shut \ and his long flowing 
locks of the palest aubnm, overspread his neck 
and shoulders in the most graceful curls. He had 
received a wound in his breast, which was inxson- 
sequence thereof bare, and to which they had ap- 
pUed some simple styptic. She stood entranced 
over the lovely vision. Never had she beheld such 
a paragon of mascuBne perfection ; a new sense 
seemed to spread its balmy influence over her 
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mail-clad bosom^ and she became alive to feel- 
ings, of whose very existence she had hitherto 
been ignorant. She used her utmost efforts to re- 
store him to his senses. She bound up his wounds, 
which were but trifling, and when, after the lapse 
of a considerable time, the glow of returning ani- 
mation lighted up his brilliant eye, and the eva- 
nescent hectic, like the scintillations of the awora 
bot^eab's, trembled on his beautiful cheek, it sent a 
pang to her heart, to which, during the whole 
course of her stormy life, she bad hitherto been a 
sh-anger. She redoubled her endeavours to acce- 
lerate his recovery. When he began to awa- 
ken to a consciousness of the objects around 
him, she contrived to make him swallow a cordial 
which soon restored him to the full use of his men- 
tal faculties ; and when he was so far recovered 
as to have his present situation explained to him, 
«he said and did every thing that could inspire 
him with confidence* She assured him of his safe- 
ty; as well as that of his friends ; and that however 
paradoxical it might appear, she had no other ob- 
ject in commencing the attack than his liberation ; 
and in proof thereof, she had only to remind him, 
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that the Featherstooes were her father's allies ; 
that her present, conduct would have the certain 
consequence of drawing down on his head the ven- 
geance of that powerful family; that the evils, 
however, which might result from the steps she 
had taken, would be more than compensated by 
the opportunity afforded her of doing away, in 
some measure, tlie false impressions which the 
numerous falsehoods and exaggerations which were 
circulated in the country at. her and her father^s 
expence, were calculated to inspire. And to con- 
vince him of the sincerity of her professions, she 
declared his vessel at perfect liberty to pursue her 
vo3rage home, ransom free, only in her turn soli- 
citing as a favour, that he would accompany hei: 
to Kirkclaugh as an escort, as the number of her 
prisoners exceeded that of her own people. She 
recommended hb retiring on account of his 
wounds, — extolled his valour to the skies,— and 
commanding her followers to return to their ships, 
she remained with him for the avowed purpose, of 
ministering to his wants. — She then ordered the 
whole to get under weigh, and returned to Kirk- 
claugh in triumph, with the richest prize that ever 
entered its port. 
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CHAP. vir. 



** An* first she reined her prancing bay^ 
Syne shook her silver spear,— 

* O leave your father's locks sae grey» 

An* come an* be my dear.' 

* O* I'll ne*er wed the green-wood queen^ 

Wha rides with jack and brand ; 
Nor ever grasp» in amorous clasp* 
A maiden's iron hand* ' " 

YOUKO MAXWXLt, 

Jn Old GfUiwitUan BatUuL 



That the beauty^ and we may add^ heroism of 
AUan had made a deep impressioa on her hearty has 
just been shown. She felt as if the dawn of an 
intellectual morning bad arisen on her soul, and 
was harrying before it those fierce and vindictive 
passions, which had hitherto shed only a lurid nu 
diance ovor the brightest features of her by-past 
life. She felt that something else was necessary 
to her iiappiness than feats of arms^ victory and 
plunder, — and she was resolved on its attainment, 
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no matter by what meaus. And yet oa taming 
the subject in her mind, she could discover no- 
thing but difficulties of the most formidable cha- 
racter^ which ^ like the centinels round an enemy's 
camp, stood in grizzly' armour to bar the path 
which led to the consummation of her wishes. 
On a first view, however^ one would be naturally 
led to conclude,- that the difficulties so much dwelt 
on, were rather the spectres of her own fancy, 
than the sober rea}itiiesof active life* Allan was her 
prisoner, and consequentty in her power ; and she 
fondly clun^ to the hope, that no alternative would 
bf$ so dreadful to him as being delivered up to her fa- 
ther. She was- -besides but a very few years his 
aeiiior ; of . a tall majestic stature ; with f«aHiires, 
(wbiob» acooidijag to heroWnidea»affei|iale1^^tt- 
ty), w^9 not inelegant ; a clear. brown oomples:- 
ipn, heightjen^d by her constant expo^re^i?: the 
element^ ;. of ^n athletic make ; with an eye.i)ril- 
liaqt a&asunb6am/aQd.pi!^t^injga8 t^at ofthe^le 
of her BSa^iv^ n)o^^atains. * 

, With »iich ;p««soBal. q^ificati^ps, her vanjty 
wbigpef^ she Jiad>little to di^ead^-^t still a doiibt 
qf a more foFiiiidable character obtruded iteeif oil 
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« 

h6r dogitations.— Where cotild tfaey satire to--^r 
#hat j^wer could prof ect them from her" father's 
▼engeanbe ? For^ should she carry her intended 
husband to Kirkclaugh^ even with her father's ap- 
pirobation^ she felt that she could not guarantee 
his life for a single hour^ from the daggers of one 
or otl^r'of his rivals^ who would revenge in this 
manner the disapppintment they had suffered. One 
only path remained open for her to pursue^ and 
she resolved on its adoption. This was to try the 
effect of a generous action ob th^ Kerlies them- 
selves. In making the intended sacrifice she felt 
perfectly aware of its magnitude, and that, under 
^ny other circumstances, it would amount to an 
unpardonable breach of duty; and what alanned 
her most was the chance of its failure. Hut such 
was the feverish state of her passions, that a single 
glance at that side of the pieture fell^ like the 
burning Simoom, on her soul, whose baleful blast 
withered up the moisture of her brain, and light- 
ed the torch of discord amidst her tortured feel- 
ings. She felt that, without Allan the world would 
be a desert, and life a thing only to be endured ; 
and that no alternative could be so dreadful ns its 
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proloBgatioii, if deprived of the object of her de- 
aire.-— Accustomed all her life to decide with 
promptitude^ and to act with vigour, she resolved 
in the first instance to sail for Kirkclaugh, and 
afterwards to conduct Allan b^k to Cruggleton, 
and leaVe the other results to fdte. Having thus 
settled her plans, she bore up the bay for h^er fa-, 
ther's castle^ 

Nor did all this pass unnoticed at Cruggleton : 
for when the fleet was first discovered in sight, 
the sentinel gave the alarm^ on the supposition 
that it was the combined forces of the Feather- 
stones destined fbi* the invasion of their territories ^ 
but when, on a nearer approach, they were seen 
shaping their course for Kirkclaugh, and that their 
own vessel was in the midst of them, they we^^ 
filled with dismay^ and entertained the most gloomy 
forebodings respecting the fate of Allan, who, if 
afive,'mustbe the prisouerof the Graemes. Sir Ro- 
nald was inconsolable for the misfortune, accusing 
himself as the cause of it. The youth of the castle 
were assembled in the court-yard, and clamorous- 
ly demanding to be led to the rescue, while those 
of riper years were seated in the hall, in close di- 
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van, and deliberatifig on the propriety of sending 
to ascertain his fate, and, if alive, to negotiate for 
bis cansom. 

When Eppie had seen her fleet safely moored, 
she went ashore, and repairing to her father, in- 
formed him of her adventure with the Feather* 
stones, with the trifling deviation, that they had 
commenced a most unprovoked attack on her, 
and that ^he had brought them to answer for the 
aggression before him« Dugald, who immediately 
saw more advantage likely to arise out of the cap- 
tivity and ransom of the knight, than ever could 
have resulted from his alliance, was delighted 
with the turn the aflair had taken. He praised 
her prudence and foresight to the skies ; nor was 
her valour forgotten, which had enabled her to 
achieve such a profitable adventure. Fie assur- 
ed her that her share oF the spoil should be in 
proportion to the gallantry she had displayed in 
obtaining it. She replied, that his approbation 
was in itself a sufficient reward without «iny other 
remuneration, and hinted the propriety of landing 
the prisoners, and inspecting the prizes, when he, 
; on observing the vessel of the Kerlies at some dis- 
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tance from the harbour, at anchor, enquired the 
reason. She informed him that it belonged to a 
friend who had been of essential service to her 
during the engagement, and who, being under the 
necess\f;y of pursuing his voyage, she felt it her 
duty to take leave of before she sailed.— -Without 
watting for a reply, she jumped on board a pin- 
nace, having a crew of twelve rowers^ when join- 
ing the Kerlies, and taking her vessel in tow, 
they stood over with every sail set for Cruggle- 
ton. The fact is, Dugald was by no means satis- 
fied with the equivocal nature of Eppie's replies 
to his questions respecting the vessel at anchor, 
and had resolved in his own mind to be better 
informed on the subject before he permitted her 
to depart. For this purpose he descended to the 
beach, when a few questions to the first he met 
put him in possession of the whole fact, in so far as 
related to the capture of Sir Ronald's ship, with 
his only son on board, and of Eppie's intention of 
restoring it, with all it contained, to the Kerlies 
without ransom. Had an earthquake buried the 
castle in the ocean at his feet, it could not have 
excited more astonishment than this information. 



A TALE OF CKUGGLEXOK CASTLE. 157 

Tbafc the daughter on whom be doated 9)10^ be- 
come an apostate to his cause, and go oyer to 1m 
enemyv was a blow his slender stock of philosO'? 
phy could not bear up against. As he was.igno*. 
rant of the true cause of ber defect ipn^ he could 
attribute her piesent conduct to 00 other tha^ 
treachery ; and yet the whole transaction was en? 
veloped in a cloud of mystery too dense for hi^ 
reasoningfaculties to penetrate. For if revolt was 
her object) why did she not carry the English ship3 
and prisoners to Cruggleton ? But then, on th^ 
t)ther hand, to permit such a golden opportunity 
of humbling the Kerlies to elude his grasp, when 
he might — in short, what iuight he not have done, 
had Allan remained his prisoner ?— These reflec- 
tions set open the flood-gates of his passions, aod 
[ his rage knew no bounds. He loaded his daugh* 
ter with curses and imprecations, vowing the most 
exemplary vengeance on her head, if she ever agaii^ 
fell into his power. He ordered two of the swift- 
est ships that he had, to pursue, and to bring theip 
back either dead or alive, and not to spare even 
Eppie herself, should she resist his orders. All 
this she seemed to have foresees, and provided a^ 
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gainst ; and it was with rage miagled with disap.. . 
pointment that he beheld them enter the harboup 
of CraggletOB^ the distance being only six or eighl 
miles. 

The KerlieSy who witnessed the approaeh of 
the two vessels^ and alike ignorant of the^motives 
which led to it, were lost in surprise. They im- 
mediatdy recognbed their own, accompanied by 
one belonging to the Gi-annes. They rushed to 
the beach, and beheld a sceoCj which nothing but 
the irresistible testimony of their own senses . 
could have induced them to believei They saw 
their young chief, weak and wounded, support-* 
ed in the arms of Eppie Greeme, and heard him, 
with gratitude beaming in his eye, proclaim the - 
service she had rendered him, and how, when : 
sinking under the unequal contest in which he was 
engaged, her aid alone had snatched him from 
captivity, if not from death ; and whilst, with the 
compassion of a ministering ^ngel, she had bound 
up his bodily wounds, and poured the balm of con- . 
solation over his mental sufferings, she had crowi^ 
ed the whole, by returning him, and his remaining 
followers, without reward, to the.bosoms of thekr:. 
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friends. This acknowledgment it may well be 
imagined, secured her a most cordial welcome from 
Sir Ronald, whose graticude knew no bounds. 
He declared himself ready to pay any ransom she 
might demand , and that, after all, he would re. 
main her debtor. Eppie, with all that seeming 
generosity which she well knew how to assume, 
when she had a point to carr)'', deprecated every 
idea of remuneration* She declared that what she 
had done, was more the effect of chance than pre- . 
meditation ; and that, independent of any other 
feeling, every principle of humanity and true cou- 
rage, would have induced her to take the weaker 
part against such an overwhelming odds ; that al- 
though this interference would have been extend- 
ed to any individual she found in equal peril, yet 
It was to her a source of self-'gratulation that it 
had been rendered the means of snatching from 
a fate^ that must otherwise have been ine- 
vitable, a youth of such gallabt bearing and noble 
promise ; and it gave her additional happiness to 
reflect, that the services she had rendered were 
not limited to Allan alone, as the captivity of 
Sir Hugh Featherstone, and the flower of his'kiii- 
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dred, who were prisoners in her father's c^tle— 
as also the loss of his best three ships, would no^ 
only prevent the meditated invasion, but cripple bis 
resources for years to come. She begged that she 
might be permitted to indulge these feelings^unsdr 
loyed by the degrading retrospect, that she had 
bartered away a virtuous action for the wages of an 
hireling. She concluded by assuring Sir Ronald^, 
that whatever little private quarrels might hav^ 
arisen between her father and him, should never 
influence her conduct, so far as to render her a vor 
luutary participator in a dishonourable action. 

While the whole inhabitants of the castle were 
wild with joy, and nothing was heard but mutual 
congratulations, it was not the moment when 
£ppie's speech, or rather flourish^ was likely ta 
undergo a very rigid analysis — nor were evep 
the wisest in that state of mind^ that would have 
enabled them deliberately to weigh vapid profes* 
sions against rooted principles. It was receive^} 
therefore, as it was meant it should be : aad the 
seeming virtues of the daughter, made them for a 
moment forget the vices of the father. Eppip 
instantly became sensible of the impression she 



\ 
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had mftdc^ and leaoked not to lose w in^h of 
gnwod in the good graces of tbo K^rliea^ Sb<i 
juoiped into hear pinnace^ and waving ber adieus 
mado a signal for ber followers to join bes- Tbi% 
aa abe expected, waa atrenuQusIf Qjiposed by Sic 
Hooald^ wbo insisted on ber spending a few daya 
at tbe castle^ and garticipatiog in tbe rqjoicaAggt 
abont to take place. Although tbis waa the very 
yoint she wished to carry, yet she tooH a sborL 
time in seeming deliberation^ before she gave her 
consent^ which sbe at last did, for a week* She 
\fBa them conveyed to the castle, and oommitted, 
to the cure of the lady of tbe mansion, and the 
stnctest ofders were issued to his dependents, that 
the rites of hospitality should be e^^ercised towarda 
the Grammes in tbe amplest manner* 
. In compliance with tbe commands of their 
cbief> the Kerliea ^ed to welcome the Graemes 
within thw waUs. JBut whilst their lips uttered 
the wo]:ds of peaee^ the flash of their eye qKJke 
the spirit whiob was stirring within them; and. 
whikt their right bands were extended in the ipwjf. 
of apparent friendship, their left sought instinc«>, 
lively the hilts of their daggers. 
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• « * « 

At th^ request of her hostess, Eppte had t»» 
kea off her armonr, and assumed the habiliments 

• 

Df her sex^ and \rhen led into the hall by Sir Ko-- 
nald^ an present were struck with her altered ap-' 
|)earsmce. Sbe seemed, with her armour, to have 
laid aside all the masculine features of her cha«' 
racter, and to have assumed the softer blandish-' 
ments of the sex to wliich she' belonged. Her de-' 
portment was modest, yet unembarrassed ; and 
her address^ though not refined, was insinuating.' 
As in furtherance of her plans, it was necessary 
she should stand welt with Sir Ronald, the whol^ 
artillery of her cunning was accordingly levelled 
against the weaker part of his moral citadel : 
This was, — pride of ancestry—- the besetting sin 
of the age in which he lived. She never men- ' 
tioned her father; but of her mother and her 
powerful relations she spoke freely; and willingly 
availed herself of every opportunity afforded her,' 
of placing in the strongest light, their rank-^ 
their wealth, and splendid establishments. Nor 
was her affinity to the Gordons overlooked in 
these conversations, which generall3ic> led to recol- 



J 
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lectiou$ of BQtae acts of frieoidljr iate^eourse be* 
tw€en their i^pective faopilies. 
. To these little details the knight listened with 
deepinteittdt. He seemed, to have forgot tlwt she 
was the daughter of Dugald .G^raeme ; whileshe, 
aware of the progress she ^ was making in his 
good graces, improved the. opportunities thus af- 
forded her with such address, that his predilec- 
tions in her .&your amounted to a feeling almost 
patemaL 

One of her principal points being thus gained^ 
ber next was to render these predilections, sub* 
servient to her present purposes; yet stiU the 
nearer she seemed to. approach the point on which 
all her wishes centered, somie new and unforeseen 

» 

obstacle would interpose. itself, as in mockery of 
her hopes, and darken her horizon with the cloud* 
of disappointment.. Her father's eharactei^ and 
her own previous life, were combined with faeta 
too well known,; to admit either of apology or paU 
liation* It was in vain that she tried, to.persuade 
herself that her present, conduct would be receiv-« 
ed as a sufficient excuse for former deUnqueUi* 
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dos. — No^ <be UDiiranal e^tecration that follow- 
ed her father's name, toidlier father's profession, 
axose like thespectreeof tbefnghtfal chci/iiM, to 
iiar ^ path Which led to her visionary paradise. 

Bst this VfW a view of the subject, on which 
iicr vanity woald not permit her long to dwell* 
lb the attainment of one object she had sacri- 
fieed ev^y other considei^tion ; and to abandon 
the porauit^ becanse a Um dioms were strewett 
in the path^ would evidence a portion of nien(») 
imbecility altogeth^ undeserving of soceess.— 
fier cogitations always concluded with this re^ 
^tioQ, tha( by foul or fair nieans^ Allan must 
be her^s. • If by the latter, slie was resolved to 
idMMidon her father*^. houses a^d her Other's pro- 
fession, and to act so in' future tliat the good 
which was to come shoidd more than expiate 
the evils that were past, and that her whole life 
abocild afibrd <»)y one bright example of domes* 
tic ^conoqiy a|id conjugal JBdelity : But if by the 
latter, then to carry Allan back to Kirkclaogh as 
her prisoner, and let the hsmd of fate wind np 
the UioraveUed skein of her destiny as it pleased. 

Setting a guard over her every word and ac- 
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tioD, she conducted herself with such a respect- 
ful mode^^ty of deipeanour, aod seeming diffidence^ 
as to do awa^ in the bosom of Sir Bonald^everjr 
iota of former prejudices, and led him to the cou- 
clusioB, that though reared in. the hold of a roh^ 
ber^ she possessed qualities which would do hon« 
our to the most exalted station of life. To 4L- 
lan^ her attentions were not more delicate than un-^ 
remitting* She was, the almost constant inhabi<« 
tant of the sick*chamber ; and soon discoveie^ 
by the sparkle of his eye^ and the pleasure tl^ 
mantled over bis features on her entrance that 
her visits were not unwelcome. 

While she was thus creating for herself an iu« 
terest in the bosoms of both Sir Ronald and hisi 
son, and was insensibly paving the way to the- 
ultimate completion of her wishes, a blow from, 
an unexpected ^parter levelled^ in an instant,^her 
air-built fabric with the dust* Sir RonaldV aiSfi, 
ter^ a woman of cool penetration^ could not, from 
the first arrival of £ppie in . the castle^ lay aside 
a snsfdcton that this shew of magnanimity, on the 
part of their gae3ty was only ^ cloak, for some la« 
tent design, which^ of whatever nature it n^ight 
be, could bode her brother's house no good. 
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As she was determined not to alarm him^ mu 
less she discovered that her surmises were well 
jbuided, she in the mean time, was resolved to 
watch the motions of Eppie and her followers so 
closely^ that if any occult mischief was in em- 
bryOy it should not escape her. She could not help 
noticing the very frequent visits to Allan's cham- 
ber ; and although he was now in a state of cob* 
valescence that enabled him to walk about, yet 
Eppie did not in the least relax in her attentions, 
which, the less they were required, seemed the 
moiie rigorously to be persevered in« In this in- 
stance, she was hurried away by her own temeri- 
ty^ to neglect the restraints she had imposed on 
herself; and keeping in view only the good foot- 
ing on which she stood with Sir Konald, and the 
pleasure that Allan visibly took in her society^ 
she was led incautiously to conclude that she had 
carried her point with both. 

The week she had promised was within a day 
of its termination, and she felt her heart bound 
for joy, when, on mentioning it, she observed the 
gloom that overspread the beautifut features of 
Allan* ** Not so soon, madam, I hope,^' he faints 
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ly stammered out*-^'^ Caonot my father ^^ad I 
prevail for anollier wedc ?" ^< Toiir father/' ;3he^ 
replied, ^^ has not made .the experimcut^ ai^fo^^ 
yoa, I darenot whisfiery even to my ownhe^r^tc^ 
what kogth year inBaenceover »ie:Biij^ht e^S^tendu^'} 
: AHao, while.he felt the coobcioub blood ctimBoo, 
hta cheek, thanked^her for her kind paiticdityt and 
added, that he would ever beac about with him a 
gratefol remembrance of the iropogrtant services 
she had rendered him, ^andth^t be should bereaftei; 
bold the life she had pneserved at her diSiposali— : 
Eppie started to her feet, and graispiiig his.hand^ 
with convulsive . energy, was on the eve.of mak- 
ing a full disclosnxt of the state of her heart, Iwhen 
a moment^s .reifleotio&:coovinced hieic of tbe jnah-) 
neas. of such.a.measore, as his declai^atioa w^ 
couofaed in too generalttans^ to bear the paltial 
constmction ., she wished, to attach to it ; and in, 
spite of her vanity, she was. compelled to adiait- 
that it sav^mred more of gratitude thaa oi a ten- 
derer passion. Still, however, she foi^ly cluing ts < 
the hope, that she was not indiSexent tohim— stnd 
tbaA the time was iiot &r distant when that par- - 
tiality wonld be heightened into love. How mucl . 



^be^m*, AerdToke^ she ^liAed^ iprobe kk ftcKngi 
<o the ^oidLy ahe fori)ore f»«Migid»«iil]j6^t onjr 
fivther fef die ptt^Mit, tfesolvifig, liovvtyei;, to so* 

bad hid ^MsMe ttH iuteMiMi'Of letainiog to het An 
A^» boyseiiiMAMMMiipttikd by Allan, and far fl»t 
^Bipoee had ai plai^aryangtd in fa«r:^d fior piOH 
iraoliiig hat dapireitte> ■bould the inviMioii UM 
ll« repiMKtedw She ooDtabtedl baroalf» tfaeicfotfe^ itith 
Mplyiag'y thm (die baUbialile of too mech Tatatt 
liriie atiAttrkad in any ma^e perikiis>aiwttttit«^' 
^iMMfr^v^hat tiiigbft arise tfiom aa iatettdinigp of a& 
featimuM^-^udtfcat h<»rwidc^aoevevteaigbtpe»< 
tert hef meatdng^ oo gift of faatime oooU enat 
eaaifer happineai oa her^ weie the booa dooBd to 
hhfr-^bat> sknated^s^ahe had hitheito/Utai,. die 
had<^eii>baeiicoiapelIedto aot ^ part irnnlaaBi 
«e evetyh%mr hdiag aC her aatnie ; .but thait ftbe 
1^ had new been draiwn aside, a&dehe had fcmt 
ta^^t the value of priocipka rim had ia tkna paM 
faM4«i& devifliea. 

At-that ksttmt the doov epemfi^ utASkiRi^ 
nald tetflered^ fellavmtby hiiaastw. fippieiaiaMi^ 
ditttlftly dnceveKed that the hij had been playing 



ta ^faoliesre^fiiai. «be ilitid kf^g^Hs^: dq ttioiQ^y of: lief 
dMDvetieft Ui ^ Boii^U^ «» tK» ndytncfd i«ilh 
»tfailut|p M^ ftudipiiw Iter a 9i«i9t «0i4Wl invU 
ftttioa to I^ipImib bcr viftb fi^aranoiAQf w««i|. • Sf^ 
pie^ wha iniisiAUjr eoMlvd^ tbia ter ehaoefi of) 
sQoeefls depttded ift d gnM mMme on th^fi^ 
Y9vraiaje improwifio ahe b«id mide qq Sir RQiiiiId/ 
flnn 4liQ neottflily.liQr bcuigiiig abovit iiii ^pte^$K 
tia% Ufosa bb dbt»r «qiiU lisnv^ tii ^ppoxtiAi}!^; 
of ufaunnangMi pridc^ hy smyeMf^fN^ mSvnm^Ao^ ; 
Skb- Iherefoie seplied^. ib^ bofcye Ae aceefttod^ 

badsoMelkiiig of impocUB^e to 9uibmt foiC hift QQHh ' 
8id0t»bioD4 fiebowQd^axidp€iUM4jfkd'UM^w»7 lA 
lai ckml^. .<9nd begging ber lobe sei^^ s^id' Jb% 

aWftilftft }^f^ '4» A<BinMMfM ln^ 

her mnmer ; but iixstwitty rallying ker Bpirks^ A» - 
avoae^ jaad paciug the rtKn with BiHch dig»it; of 
maanBr^ th(M^ with a bttitiied'at^ii^ aha at laet. 
bsdke BiteiK;% and saidi <' the wb^aet to which 1 ' 
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wish to direct yoar attention is of too mneb 
fiequence to as both, to have its in^xntaace fiit- 
tered away by turgid gasconade, or iffie cisodm*. 
location. lam no oratorat best, and at this mo* 
ment snch is the stttte of mental agitation raider 
which! am about to address you, that I&el IshaH 
do little justice to the cause lam going to adyo-^^ 
cate«— You acknowledge I hare done you a ser^ 
Tice, and -I must play the egotist so far as to say^ 
one of the first magnitude— -and wbuld io God it 
had been ten times greater, if it would thereby 
increase my influence wkh yon in the same pro- 
portion. Snob as it has been, howcnrer, I mnstTe. 
oal it to your recollection ; and pardon me,, when 
I-repeat the tale, that had it not been for me, yon 
had this day been childless— -nay probably house- 
less, your lands destroyed^ and yourself a wander- 
er of the desert ; for it is in vain to palliate the 
fact, that had the united forces of the Feather^, 
stones and their allies effected a landings you had 
nbthing to bring against them that could have ar- ' 
rested their march for a single hour. It is to my 
arm akme you are indebted for the safety of Al* 
lan>«-«-the dispei]|9ion of your enemies,-— and that 
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your castle Is not a tottering ruin ! And at what 
*a sacrifice of filial duty this has been efFect^^ !t 
becomes not me to specify. It would be idle to 
^ enter into any investigation of the causes whicli 
'rendered yon my father's foe. It is sufiicient for 
my purpose to state that such was the fact, While 
' at the same time Sir Hugh Featherstone was his 
sworn ally. Now, permit me to enquire what would 
have been your fate, bad the allies landed on your 
territories, when*your son aii^ the bravest of your 
kindred were prisoners in Kirkclaugh, and at my 
father^s mercy ? Sir Bonald, you were lost, had 
not my arm saved you.— You havedffered me pe- 
cuniar}'' rewards for the services I have rendered 
you — ^vainly imagining that I *was to receive, as vl 
full compensation for the sacrifices I have made, 
the heartless eleemosynary dole of a hireling. If i 
am to be rewarded, it must 1)e to the full extent 
of the services I liave rendered, and the sacrifices 
I have made, or not at all.— One wav alone remains 
by which this can lie done ; and although from 
what I have said, you might spare my blushes, and 
guess the rest ; yet, that no misconception may le^ 
to erroneous conclusions on a subject of such vitd 
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ixBpOiUaoo, it becomes my duty to be explicit:— ?! 
V>ve yoar son— ^^love him with a passion so strong, 
as to lay every other consideration, either moral 
OF selfish, prostrate before it I Think not I wish to 
palliate what oiy true character Has been^ or to 
offiac my present conduct us an apology for the 
aberrations of my past life — No, 1%, 1 scom the 
flimsy sobterfnge. I put to sea as your iaveteratie 
foe^ determined on the destraction of you, and all 
that belonged to yon, in so far as I should be able 
to eflfect it. A chain of unlooked-for circumstances 
placed the destinies <^ yow house at my disposal; 
and what pcevented me from offering to your lips 
the nnminj^ed cup of misery your evil genius had 
prepared for you ?«-*It was the beauty and gal- 
lantry of your sofa, which converted the hair by 
which the sword of retribution was suspended oveir 
your head, into a cable ; — ^it was that which light- 
ed the candle of conscience in my bosom, and er^ 
posed in frightful retrospect a review of my poist 
life« Nursed in the den of an outlaw^ amidst the 
dang of arms, and the din of warriors, was it not 
to be expected that I should adopt their prin- 
ciplesi and embrace their profession ? But sincp 



^^ 
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the iaonuaig 0a wliich M«i teouue my Oftptive^ 
or csther on Whkfa I ^oame hk^ lianw i«9iew«d^ 
witb. hora»ry the career of gttilt J ha/ye iiitfaertio^ 
pnrdiked witii a thoa^tieiw mAifp It veits wkh* 
y4Mt alone to lead ine back to the patk« t£ leeti* 
tade and pcfue. With Allan Smt jny husband^ I 
should fieTor wander more* wnidtt the layt^Jntfas of' 
effsorj^biit shoaki become nathe plastic day in his 
hands, and .ieceiire» and re^sa the iaopresBion ^af 
virtue from the seal>(rflbve. 

^^ Nor smi I one whose iamly will ^gt^ee yon^ 
in the eyes df the wprld. My iMther wjas your* 
equal in birtb^ and hdiress to a fortune whieh^ 
even to you, might appear considerafole* That for* 
tune by birtfa^rigfat is mine ; and were a legal olainr 
to it v^ed in y<Hir son, it shoold not remain muoh^ 
longer a prey to its ptesmit lawless possessors.—— 
It may be objected that he lias made no diacoTery ' 
of his sentiments in my ftvoiir, and that this ex* 
pfauKttion should hate ^omeiiomi him, tnsteadof 
me : To dds I reply, that tbou^ no dtreetcom«- 
munication has hitherto passed bttween U8,-^yet, ^ 
had I not received the strongest proofs that Qur 
affection was mutual, this disclosure had never 
been made by uie. 
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. /^ You hay€ now my whole bciart laidopea before- 
ycm. Tneat it, then, with that parental tenderness I ; 
baive jib^ady- experienced from yoa^ and when yon' - 
haiie impartially weighed the subject, yon wiU be 
plowed to summon me to learn your final deciaionb> 
I shall ^iccept your offered hospitality for three : 
days iooger, on condition I am permitted to siend 
ameaseogec to infoim my fiithw whea he ma; e>. 
pect. me» and to apologise for my dday*'' 

Sir Ronald replied, .that as thesul]9ect was cer-t 
tainly of a most unexpected natune, some time was 
necessary both for serious.enquiry and cool delibe-- 
r^ion;— rthat he would take an early opportunity 
ot conversing with Allan; and in the meantime^ .^ 
she had his fuUpearmission.to.make whatever com«- 1 
munication to her father she thought proper, and; 
a&er he had given' the statement she had made . 
him every consideration, she might rest assured^^ 
that whatev^ might b^ his final determination^ he. 
would endeavour to convinoe her that her con* 
fidence had not. been misplaced.— -He then, mak- 
ing, his bow, returned with her to the ball*. 
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CHAR VIIL 



« But hark, FU tell ye o' a plot, 

Though dinoa ye be speaking o't." Bfj»irs». 



Effie could scarcely contain her indignatioB 
till she reached her apartment^ when, flinging her- 
self on a seat, she exclaimed, '^So, hereends the first 
series of my plot, and now for the second, which 
must be managed by coercion alone. The permission 
I received at parting was fatal tamy hopes, as 
he never would have rendered an application 
to my father necessary, had his mind not beea 
previously made up to reject my proferred aUi- 
ance; however, this is no time to sit down and 
hitMxi over my disappointment—-! must prepare to 
act, and that with vigour and circumspection, 
too, before his sister can underplot me," 
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Eppie desired, theieforey that RodenckCbraeiDB 
might attend her. This was one of her ftlhei's 
followers^ to whom she had rendered a most aig« 
nal 8ervice» having onoe saved him from the eflfeeta 
of her father's vengeance^ for disobedience of or- 
ders ; he having on a former occasion, when they 
burnt the castle of M oir&d, saved the lady &om 
the flamesy contn^T to th§ express command of 
I>i|gal4, au4 Eodeiic^ ^od^lT'W tbat ^7 forward^ 
attached himself to Eppie iA.«. most conspicnoos 
manner, and had let no opportunity slip of evin* 
dug his gratitude. To Mm, dierelbii^, she was te» 
solved to unbosom herself withottt leser^ anA- 
to crave his counsel and asihstaace*^ Roderiek 
h'eaid her to an end in silence, and when she had 
finidhed, he inquired what measures flhe intendaS 
to pursue, ''Tofiie the castle, and carry effAl- 
Isniny prisoner,'^ she replied; <<bttt how both or 
cMier of these plans are to be eifected, has been 
the cause of my seeking this confttence.^ 

^' Tliere are more conferences than oux^going em ' 
just now,*' he repKed ; ** as on passingJSir RttnM^ 
study, I heard him and Usaister in hot sdterealien, 
and as your name was often mentioned, I woiM 



A XAJLE.aB CKVjGOLRTON VASfTLE. It? 

InsmlisieiMd^f Ut;I ,Bmlr old Fadier J^pdr ^ briHi^ 

iflg AUaq to tiMas 9imiu^ a^:l isw.eUi|;ed) to'«B> 

sccmd, but how yoa ate* tofeoAdsei.yDlir^«irfesD' 

.pii»:i«itli9ui^)pfeospcetr«f^ fiiceeni. is min^'ilian 

l6aaifivariiafdi6presmfcinBt8ncer4A»£prerusiiic^ 

•WQaoftii^e hm^the ga«idsifa«v«i bRB^detibled^'ihe 

jgaemeniatZBogdi^Md^. . and Jcqitf so much . bn the 

idBH;9^iki^tbejr.€(Miid tafntoat^at «iiuiuite^8 mmi' 

iDg^ eitber bjruigbt or bf dsfi addatthDugkmH 

4bii><liiB beui ddpiRirader^aNBli^ 

toi^iabIet«bci% ^a^* tbe3r iset ibitfay to- te^afeiu' \£tii 

nemsifiptct^ij^etlve areewatohed.so >do8e^ tlut 

bTn^Qraeme ast atteadbd bytwo £erUe8;fH«a]id 

4iiim]l:he!fti8:iteli6t Jiasperyas tbey.caUiniDipokn 

iogv bkikuge ueammieal nose, iatd '• emvyi comer.; 

aadrsMcfa iabi8-:0S6ming ubiqidiyi^hatiiiiBrily bei« 

^esm'-ihet^ eiloDt » spot oflgpouiMLviiitfaSii the 

precincts of the castle, on which, if jAw^desciibe 

aaaiiolM»lfauB.^.«idi{ira^ Horifurot^^hut 

pop,TymL&stve Umin'themidcUeof it/'-f^aiithat 

ifflEtaot, tU^ pxiesti stood , betiween them. rEppie 

jBlBrtiii|^2mcky «ttcrM;an' exsclamat ji^ 

her haadsto'iwheselHeKrfljfoid^ufied ia be: sivpeofi^ 

■' m" • 
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ed^ wfaibtRoderick^ with horror depicted ioi eve^y 
feature, mutteced between his teeth a pious ga^ 
cubdon to his patron saint. 
; Father Jasper said (lx>wing at the same time,) 
:« I come to inform yon. Madam, that Sir Ro- 
nald waits your leisure in his study." So say^ 
ing, he' stalked off, shutting the door with a 
swing after him. . ^^ In the name of God, how 
came be in?^' cried Roderick. ^^ By the door 
which you incautiously left open," she replied*-^ 
<( I must go^— attend me here on my return,— «-and 
fadd yourself in readiness to set out for Kirkclaugh 
to.4Qerrow morning." '< I. shall, be fully prepared 
for my journey,^' he answered ; ^* but one thing per- 
mit me to caution you against on the present occa« 
sion, be all resignation and seeming acquiescence : 
I will be more explicit on my return ;" so saying 
they parted. 

Had the last trumpet sounded its dreadful re^ 
veiUie in Sir Ronald's ears, it could not have taken 
him worse prepared than he was for the avowal 
made him by Eppie. She had no sooner left him^ 
than he sent for his sister, and laid before her the 
sumof their conference. She listened without ma- 
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infesting any token ofsttrpflsc-f and, ia her^tiurq, 
narrated the colloquy which passed between Alla|i 
and Eppie, to which she had become an unwilling 
auditor. <^ But this is acase,'' dfae cootinuedi ** that 
requires no deliberation. Her services have* been 
important ; kt her. reward be' princely ; let h^ 
return from, whence she came, laden wit];i gifts 
till even avarice itself cry. Hold — but all beyond 
that is madness J^'—.<^ She certainly/^ replied JSirHo- 
nald, '^ saved Allan's Ufe ; and alas,' Ifeei^that ha^ 
he fallen, I had not long survived him — besidesi, 
should he really be attached to herV— i.«^ AUanVat- 
tachment/^ isterrupted she, ^* can be nothing but 
the childish ebullitions of overweening gratitude; $ 
and he may^ from bis ignorance of the world, have 
beenledto consider her the most amiable ef hersex^ 
merely because she did not possess that native deli* 
cacy of character, which would have induced the 
truly feminine mind toshrink from the advances she 
has made him — and much more, from the propo- 
sals she hath, with' such unblushing effrontery, sub- 
mitted for your consideration«-«-Allan, I pro^ 
mise you, will be ruled by 3rou, without feeling any 

mighty sacrifice on his part ; but even should it 

m2 
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be oihttmBe, and that his death either might 
have been, or must be the consequence of your de- 
jftlining thepropo^ alliance ; and thongh I do not 
yield* cren tajottiti affiectibn for my amiable ne- 
phei;^, yet lirould 1, withttrirfirinking nerves, em- 
briuse' the AretfdfiiFMtaifbatiye,' and follow the-re- 
'maikis of the hsfeof mytacte to the tomb of his 
Mitnted ' mother, aiid with my'0^vxl hand bbt our 
ytry name from ' the anhals of the nation, father 
ihta he riiould ever caH the robber Graeme fa- 
ther. 
- «Bttt Father J^perwill bring ADanhere, and we 

iviil soon learn the progress' this afikir has made 
from faimsdf •'* 

" On his appearance, his father ^ired him to 
be seated, and said, " 1 sent for yotf, Allan, for 
the purpose of asking a few questions, and beg 
you will answer me ingenudusly." *^ My dearest 
father,'' he replied, hurt by' the inference, ^ did I 
everansw^rotherwise?* <* Well,then,did you ever 
solicit the handof Eppie Graeme m marriage ?'*— 
i< Nevei*.** *'"Didyouever, eithcrdirectly or indi- 
rectly, give her to understand that you felt a sen- 
timent in her favour, which might induce you to 
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prefer h&^ tp tbe rest of her sex ?'* <f I bftye «ft6ii> 
expressed n^^r gvatitiideitoi 'Jhjejf in the wiurs)e8timaA*i4 
ner^ Itnd .urished for susi Opp^rlittaii^y of, eviaciog't 
it by more wei^ty fM^m^it$ ■ than .^WioiQck,; but; 
b^ond tiiati po feeling'or declaralttia ey^c went, 
thu GQttld Ibid tQ thecdnolusioQ ia^h9:qQe9tioiit^^' 
" O^e woiid riipre,»«td \ havesdQi<e^ Hlfft.tfce on-* 
CQri1}rqlI^d Ipa^fecaf <>f Jyo^f ^wn-i^ieltioq^i would JrWi 
nmbe JS^Ae.GiiSsi»e^o$it wife ?^* :<^Peiia9fttb«K^ 
why th»ti[ii^i>Bi Has tbc^eiliiei^aiapy^thiiig^ilt: 
my ptmoi^ t9o4vitl^9 th^t €pUld for .a lOGji&eJili: Ifusiil 
t^ Abe. eM^il^ny :tb^ I b^y0bem :iuKi«Qdi4Sn 
n>^y«&p^ie^^ laioiifujly aeQsiMeijoftb^ijbbltJ.bMre) 
h^^ lajtd of 4he it^^gRit^d^ of. the, mr)[kf^f^ iMt 
readefeed; w^ to.B9e. only; fe«ti tp us i^Hsr and »i 
hi^ji%'tbQ Si«^ia:i9y: >0BQi9Htf;AiS ipq^eHi^^ 
tt^f; J .^e»I^Si^.t ft)r her, and.eY«»f^ie;i* hpr:derT 
feneei^ aod v^at^yer the pn^vocatioa vpsy bje,^Ii 
wiU: uer^ ^ift D^y hand »t^mti hejf life, ^ay,^ 
fsfftkex^ tifl,#h^iie^]M:t{> jEua^icipcit^ her faMlcrr'a yea-; 
geaupe ;fiwr bw tfrty^wAte ooni^ct Jowaids mo^^ 
radner ihm ia h^r pf her head fihoa(d ; be injared, ^ 
I'tvoidd aceOn^pany her; to Kiritc^^i^b, and de-v 
Uyer myself np a, prisooer, to remain at the meroyr 
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of the rtiffian till ransomed : But to marry ber !— *» . 
no^-^I would rather leave my unburied bones in 
the deepest duogeon of her father^s cafltle^ thiat 
accept of life =and liberty on sueh terms,'* 

' ** I am quite satisfied,'^ replied Sir Ronald* 
*'Tou may now retire^ my dear son, with the assuF- 
ance that I would not compromi^ the honour of 
my house, nor your peace of mind, for all the * 
li^ealth the world' has to bestow. You may retire 
sAso, sister ; atid Father Jasper, as he goesywill in- 
form Eppie Grasme that I await her leisure,** 

' l%e found tSrBonald pacing his closet, -and 
c^nld not help notiicing the air of haughty reserve 
that deepened iiie wrinkles on hisforeheady^ailifd 
beightenejlthe'tlngeonhi^ cheek. Hedesired her 
to be seated, but sh^ continued standing. Be then 
proceeded, in the most delicate manner, to^ inform 
her, that after giving her proposal every considera- 
tion, he Mi himself under -the necessity of ^declifr- 
ing the honour she intended 'him ; and had to beg 
on his part, that she would condescend to receive 
a* remuneration more adequate to the importance 
of the service she had riendered; and that he could 
with more propriety bestow, aixd she with more 



I 
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advantage rsasrve, than the .cme petitioned for; 
tliat^ keeping his son's youth and the inflnence o£ 
her early habits^ in a moral point of view^ entirely 
oat of the question, he should mly consider their 
probable effects in the ^vent of an union with 
bun. 

. ** You bave, from your infancy," he siid, " been- 
aceustbmed not to obey, bat to conunand men, 
and those too^ of the most torbuleat character*— : 
and who could only be kept under: control by frc« 
^neot example, and rigprous chastisement. Could . 
itfor amomentbeaupposed, Madamythatyjou could 
all at once lay aside principles on which you have 
unifomiy wsted, and a»ame in their stead, domes- 
tic Tifftues^ of whose very existence you are at* 
tins moment ignorant"— and that^ instead of brav- 
ing danger in tbebi^tle's fronts and leading your 
troops on td victory and plunder, 3rou should all 
at once assume the milder features of your sex's 
character, and become the enduring, passive, obe- 
dient helpmate of man, Thb would be a meta^ 
morphosis too important to be effected by the fe- 
verish glow of atraasient passion.— But to sum up 
the whole, I have examined Allan^ and find his 
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aeatiiacttbito be perfectly in UDisoa wkb myown* 
Hiagnititiid&i0 unbodiided^ and there is no -tam-' 
fide^short'Of becoming your husband): he is not 
reJBuijrtoniakBinyoacsemce* Weigh the circais-' 
sliahces I have laid before you dispassieimtely in 
yoor own mind, «>d it will instruct you how sl«. 
der your chance of happiness would be, were your 
wishes* acceded to« I shall eBdeavonrtoobrnte^ 
jFOur fiMJieif s wnthy :which he nsight-indrige^ac^ 
your etpedoeoon' the p^nsent oGoa8ioD^:^:send-«i 
ing in^lieu of the ship yon hate letanied/two of* 
equal burden 4 and as be has a number of prison- 
ers,, who may have eihJMistcd hia-stpseof piwri^ 
sions) they shall be laden <- with such dmgs oso^bni 
think wili be most aocept8bie4-»«Dd fisrtfaeraaii 
som of Allan and. his crew, I will pajr you fiifie> 
thoasand nserks:of gold.; and if you can suggeiC^ 
any .'thiBg. else; Uiat might be agveeabie toiiim^ it- 
shall fireety be «dded«. 

• ^^One^hiqgHnay-be^meatimicdy^whkb^^dioeld^ 
die questibn at imxi terminate in^aaanMoabld-av-' 
nttigeaie9t,4na3^«T6ntiislly be4)f the^^grealjest ad«^ 
ymiMg% %b ^^iirfather^ l^thin a moid and poli^ 
tieal pukit ^ view>--Too cannot be ignorant of 
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he-is aipinscribedioiiOaw^ with apriee^setoa his) 
heady:aiid<tbat nothing but the distracted ctate of- 
theJdDg^iB,^ pcevents a fotoe being eeot' against ^ 
b]in,'«iffiaeBt Hotreduce his castle^ when the, only ^ 
altcmativedfsflrhim.woald be submission cyr fiigbt. 
Weve die latter, praeticable, and if taken^ j^onttrO' 
weH'awam .he^wonld bave no mercy ^wnhim.' 
Savfy ^ahonld' he :be. disposed to give security for: 
his good condnc^ iAfaturei I i^ril use my interest j 
tp&ee fainLirom Iheattakidei!^ and thiereby xestose : 
him.to: his rBtikr4n ;sooietyf < and. t;be &Your of - his / 
so¥eieign.>-«^¥oii wiQ oommuinicafte'this to your ^ 
fatfaecy and on recoiviDga farvonrable niessi^ from > 
him, I ^shall instantly make the liecessaiyappliofrK) 
tioniy where I bam e^ery hope of snccess.^' 
. Dftriflittkis address^ Eppie seemed to be strug*-.: 
gli«f^jiBider.the>infliiencierof some passicn whidii 
refjutred'hermtmost efforts to sobdoe. Theia*~ 
pid:s<»d&i vnArwhsebrshemeaaiired the apact*- 
meat % Anbc isvobnitary st«rtr; ftb^ deep tinge, that 
dyedhec deek, and ^thefiaahea^th^tihoi fiom her/ 
datkeye^ allbofe 8uffiilie^t evidence of :the tumul- 
4ttOQs / state of her feelings. At last, drawing her*. 



186 THE STANDARD OF DENMABK $ 

self up to her fuQ length, die 6tood elect in front' 
of the knight^ and, in a subdued voice, repUed,-— . 
^ It giTcs me great pain. Sir Ronald^ to discover 
that you cannot divest yourself of certain prejn- 
dices, which induce a bdief that it would be in*, 
consistent with my chariacter to do a good action, - 
without some either direct or latent motive of 
seif-interest at its bottom. It must ever operate * 
as a severe tax on the returning penitent^ that, 
the malice of the world will not give him credit 
for die sincerity of his intentions 6f abandoning' 
the paths of vice, and returning to the sanctuary 
of virtwd, without the sinister Btimulus of some* 
occult principle, altogether at variance with the 
character he wishes to assume. This most un- 
christian feeling has been the ruin of thousands^ 
and, so long as persisted in, will ruin thousands 
more : For, who would ever attempt the irksome* 
task of self*Teformatibn, with such a host of on* 
charitable suspicions birking around them, giving 
a fidse colouring to evlery action, and like the 
viper, extracting poison out of the £Eurest flower? ' 
''^* Pardon my warmth, which has been called ^ 
forth on the present occasion by your illiberal in- ' 
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sinuatioD, that I am incapable of doing a tirtn- 
ous action for its own sake, without keeping in 
iiiew some abstract |)vo$pect of personal advan- 
tage. X again repeat, for the last time^ that I^ 
will not receive any retnoaeration on account 4)f 
the services I have rendered you ; nor will I fore- ' 
go the proud reflection, that the daughter of I>u«; 
gald Graetne, the outlaw — or robber, if you will, 
has an uncancelled'debt of gratitude standing over 
against the- house of Cruggleton, for that safety* 
and pnotectfon tfaey could not have <at > the time 
afibrded themselves. And althon^ I am^not a«' 
Ware of any attainder that haa drawn 9, bar sinis'^ 
trover my -father's shield, yet if any sncb exist 
that yoii can remove, he must thank yoU'in p^^ 
son. Withregard to the subject which led to this 
diacussion, Ihave yet to a])ologisc.. Misled by 
appearances, 1 4oo incautiously embraced the er- ' 
ror, that what I am now satisfied arose only from 
the fervid emanations<of a grateful heart, had a- ^ 
risen from feelings of a softer nature. And I too • 
rashly acted on this supposition, without duly 
weighing the conseqaences of a premature diiu 
covery of my sentiments. I have only now, in* 
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n^ tum^ to beg that you will psuA]oo, and forget 
thbt ever sack a declaratioa was olade; 
. ^ I shall trespass.on your jiofipiftdiky Ibrthfe, 
time meotkHied, dnd ' shall avail myself of your 
ptnmmi»n:t»'smA over amessenger, to anoouoce 
whea I will return to my father's house, and to. 
procure me an escort home. Permit me now to^ 
retire^ and when we meet agaui> I trust the ne* 
gociations of this day will, by ali parties^ he 
buried in obUvion, and never thought of luore.^* > 
Wh^ethis interview was pasnogin Sir RonaU'ft 
study^ oneeqaaltyimpottaiit wasin full progresa. 
betwieen his sister and fi^ther Jasper. He had 
heard esiough of.thecolleiqujr between £ppie and. 
Roderick^ to convince him that some plot was: 
hatching, but of what nature he had yet to Iearn«> 
One part of it did not escape him^ however^ wfaioh) 
was the appointment for a second canfecBiice,and 
he insisted on the necessity, ^of, by some mean^of 
other, becoming acquainted with the snbject lUtideu 
disciUsi6n,*«nd itsresuH^Toihis suggf^mtheJa^ 
dy'most religiously echoed i^^nr^^bbi' how that 
was to be effected was th& question. .At last she? 
recollected that there, was in Eppiet's. chamber 



A TALE OF CE.Ua«il.£TQN CASTI.E. 180 

s^necess with folding doors, wbich badat onetkne 
bUsL meA 9» 1^ waidcobe^ b&t:ii?i3a now empty. >In 
ljhi«6he pitiposed the pfiest ihfwlll be feokod ii{b 
4iitfa a ptomide of libexatuig tdmyasfidcaiias tbaSai- 
ndlj^fihOttld ^ adsembted in the hat); for jnpper* 
^AgaiQiit: this ;acrangesH»t| the Kaither loudly .«itv 
jeotfid, Dtatisg Jtho risk h& should ^ruo^ if delected 
by two suohde^rateehacactiefis-^tliat bfe waaeftea 
troubled, with « teasing cough^ whidb he could not 
suppress:; and wheni these objections were over^ 
tvHtdf he hoped^ on inspeetion^ithetplaeeiiwoHkl.be 
found not sufEcientLyicapacions for his .bulki . Na 
eltemative now remained. for Jiim^. but make .the 
experxD&enk/ and he fblbwedhi^kdy to: the fatal 
diainber^ invoking, the . protectiiDa oft every saint 
in.the missal^ Bndipraying.Ri06tvferTeiitIythat.the 
aperture juight bectooismair&rfihim. Kay^ such 
was his ierro^^that he w«hiId;hanejoempouBded for 
theJoss bf a.leg or;aQiann^< could he thereby have 
giiahuKteed his jsafetjT .from .'the daggers .of the 
dneaded. cosspiratovs ; and when heheard iJiekey 
gsateiin tthejrurtyiock, ahd.saw the tonb Jn.which 
he^jwas.iOiJae.inhiitntfd,.^^ ope its ponderous jaws^' 
to xeceive.hiip^ his terrors overcame hioica&esfa^ 
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and he resohitely refused to enter. The lady com« 
manded hka od hid aUegiance to proceed, that he 
might be locked ap before the interview was at 
ftQ end ; and when his knees fiirly refused iheir of- 
fice, she took him by the sbonlder, and pushed 
•him in; He found the place not so limited in its 
dimensions -ashe at first imagined. It contained 
a low shelf, on which becouU sit down. He was 
then cautioned not to lose a single word of the con- 
versation, and having again received a promise of 
liberation as soon as the bell rang, he was locked 
up, and left to his meditations. 

Eppie no sooner returned to her chamber, thto 
she sent for Roderick, and laid -before him the 
conversation idie had with Sir Ronald^ without 
reserve, and craved his advice astathe best means 
ofcarrpng Allan off her^pnboner. He repUed,; 
that as the measure she proposed was frau^^t 
with danger, wherein^ one fake step might be fa^ 
tal to them all^ it required to be embarked is; 
with the utmost prudence ; that, ever since she 
first honoured him with her confidence on the 
subject, hs had given it much of his serious con^ 
sideration ; and he believed, if she possessed suf* 
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ficient resolution to cany it into effect^ he had 
hit on an expedient which could not fail of put- 
ting not only Allan, but the castle and all it con- 
tained^ entirely into. her. po^er :— -^^ Have you 
ever heard the story of ^ the Boatman and the 
Standard of Denmark ?^*' On huer xjpplying in the 
negative^ he continued^— ^^ Then I must tell it 
you ;— it is ^ wild legend^ and was recited to me 
by a sentinel, as- 1 kept the turret watch with 
him one evening i but he s^sured me it had ob-^ 
tained universal belief in the castle. That fact 
alone renders it necessary for you to be ac- 
quainted with it ; and besides, I am of ojmiion,^. 
that something may be struck out of it which 
may materially forward your views.'' She nod- 
ded assent, and, desiring him to be seated, as she, 
was all attention, he began as folio wsr* 
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. ' «» How Hio * ^ m $ h xk »^gil|t to- Unrer, 
Ufutf 1^ jtbe loom •f li«U Fre^u>B«7- 
Iron 8le?t of arrowy shower. 
Hurtles in the darkened air.** Grat. 

> ij i I f 1 — »' " ' ' ' 

« 

^^ SoM£ centimes ago, Haco^ Kiog. of Denmark. 

, > • » 

(or of Norway, as some authors say,), meditating a 
descent on Dublin^ ssdled from Orkney with a 
mighty fleet, which, on entering the narrow seas 
that separate the nprth of Ireland from Galloway, 
were assailed by a terrible storm, and so complete- 
ly scattered, that the king, with two ships only, 
sought refuge from its fury in Wigtown bay. Ha- 
co, having cast anchor opposite to Cruggleton, he 
despatched a messenger to the castle to communi- 
cate to the knight to whom it belonged, the rank 
of his visitor, with the cause of his coming, and 
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to obtain shelter for his ships till repaiiedi a sup- 
ply of piDvisioiis and other necessaries, and last^ 
ly, that proper accommodfttions might be ptbvi- 
ded for his nuyesty in the caartle during his stajr* 
Thechief of theKerliesof thatday was at aloss 
liow to act, in tlus critical junctuie, as on the one 
haud^ he wished by all means to avoid jiving of* 
fimce to such a relentless and vindiotiye tyrant 
as HacOy who atsome future time, might take am* 
pie vengeance for any real orpretended insult he 
might receive ; so on the other, he was fully de^ 
termined not to admit within his walls such 
treacherous guests* He therefore sent back the 
messengers laden with such refreshments as he 
could furnish on the spur of the occasion, with 
pilots to conduct them to a bay about two miles 
to die northward of the castle, where they would 
find every convenience Aey could wish for, ad- 
iijDg, that supplies of all kinds of necessaries 
should be sent them, and if found reqmsite, a num- 
ber of mechanics should assist in forwarding their 
repairs v— he apologised for not waiting on the king 
in person, and as the castle was undergoing some ' 
extensive, though necessary repairs, he was sorry* 
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xy hecoiild not bave the honour of receiiring him 
4IS his gneat* With this answer Haco seemed satis- 
fy. He sailed for the place pointed ont by the 
.chief, wheie^ having landed his troops and stores^ 
and pitched hb camp^ he instantly commenced 
an enqoivy into the extent of the injury he had 
xeoemdf and to(rik measures for having them set 
to rights without loss of time. This aActed show 
of cordiality on his part, however, was all as^ 
samed. The prudence and foresight cS Keztte 
had -for the time defeated the object on which he 
had^set his heart. He had viewed, the castle 
fiom the sea, and entertaining the most exalted 
idea of its strength and localities, had formed the 
resolution, that on gaining admission, of which he 
never doubted, he would seise, and hold it as a 
key to the southern counties of Scotlaad«-«aa ob«. 
ject, in which had he succeeded, that would have 
been a fatal blow to the welfiueand prospe- 
rity of the kingdom, iiafflcd in one instance^ 
however, he did npt abandon his design; |>Bt 
still kept . up a friendly intercourse with the 
castle ; and the farther to lull their suspicicws ta 
rest, he issued the strictest orders, that none of 
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liis troops should wander beyond the preoincts of 
the camp, nor be found strolling near the castle^ on 
pain of his hi^ displeasure ; and that alt his «(Hr<- 
i^espondenceshould be maintained by anagied d<mies* ' 
tie, who invariably went and came by biea^and who^ 
was known bythedesignation of theCNd'Boatmitn; 
'< Under all this seemingdiewof friendship, how- 
ever, the Kerlies by no means felt themselves at 
ease— their suspicions had been completely awak* 
ened, and every trifle afterwards became to them 
matter of alarm. They wereimpatient at thetardy 
progress the repairs were making, and cduld not 
avoid occasional comments cin the increasing fre- 
quency of the boatman's visits. These wer^ 
made on the most firivolous pretences — and th^ 
had even detected him, when he thought himself 
unobserved, examining the fortifications with a 
keenness of scrutiny, which by no means serv*^ 
ed to allay their apprehensions^— particularly, 
when, in forwarding some repairs, the workmen, 
having found the drawbridge too weak to per* 
mit the conveyance of some veiy weighty mate- 
rials over it from the country, had been ujw- 

der the necessity of strengthening it by a lem** 

N 2 
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porary eiectioo, which, for the time, preveated its 
being nised* To the bridge, theiefore^ they ofieu 
found the attention of the Old Boatman particularly 
diieoted ; and aa ofiten as he found he had attract* 
ed the notice of any .other pejcaon, he withdrew 
in seeming cqnfusioin*— From all these circum- 
stanoes, they were convinced that some plot was 
oentemplated inimical to their safety, bat of what ^ 
natuxe they wese unable to discover. 

^ It fortunately happened, however, that the 
Kerlie had in his service a man who had been a 
prisoner to the Danes for some years, and who 
spoke their language* Him he singled out, aud 
biviBg anayed him like a Danish soldier, sent 
hiffl into the camp to play the eaves*drppper— and 
to bring what discoveries he could make to his 
Blaster. This person contrived to elude the vigi- 
lance of the sentinds— 4Mid in the dusk of the 
evening made bis way in, and by concealing him* 
self in the royal tent, where he was informed a 
council of the chiefs were about to assemble, by 
Qvder of the king, he heard the whole phn of at- 
tack finalljij arranged, and the succeeding night 
fixed on for carrying it into clfect. ^ soon a^^ 
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t&e council broke up^ he made fais esc^ in the 
same maaner by which he had eatered^ aod hid 
the particulars before his chief, whieh amoutited 
to thiS| that the Daties bad, ia their exipeditioa, 
^mrried with them their famous enchanted or sa- 
cred Standard, the gift, ad they pretended, of the 
three Destinies, or Scandinaviaii fetes, to one of 
their former sovereigns, sent by the hand of a 
mighty sorceress, who informed him that its ttx^ 
tare was wovea out c^ the mkne of a,laon*---and thtt 
to preserve its virtue unimpaired, it tvad necessary 
that the raven on its field, should be fed at mid- 
night with human blood*^ Many surprising virtues 
were attributed to this mysterious Standard, one of 
the most important (^ which was, ^ that when mm 
furled, the spear on which it was elevated^ shak* 
en to the four winds of heaven, and the aid of the 
three sisters invoked by name, every time it waa 
so shaken, they would then aj^pear tto the staa^ 
4ard-bearer, seated amidst the boiling eddiea of 
a thunder doud, armed each with a bow, and 
armws pointed with lis^tning, mid smUng on the 



« Godboldt, Mytb. Ootto ct Vand. Tom. IV.P. 480. Ut«|(^t 
Ed. 1691. 



iSH^ 



198 THE STANDARD OF DENMAEK ; 

4 

wings of the tempest, scattering rain and desdiu 
tion amidst the ranks of the enemies of Denmari&y 
and at the same time rendering both the standaxd 
and its bearer invulnerable/ 

** This my stOTious Ensign was to be committed to 
the charge of the Old Boatman-— who was to ap- 
proach the castle after it was dark, and to gain 
4idmissien by a pretended message from the king. 
Se was then to unfurl his standard, and rush to 
the gate opposite the draw-bridge, and there await 
the arrival of tlie Danes, who were to be posted 
in ambush in the immediate vicinity of the castle, 
and to whom the storm was to have been the sig- 
nal that the spell had taken efiect. Th^ were 
ihsa to march over the bridge and assault thegate, 
which they imagined the accumulating horrora of 
the supernatoral phenomena, would render an 
easy purchase; and when once in, every individu- 
al was to be put to the sword. The Kerlies lost 
not a moment in providing for their safety ;— the 
refiairs were suspended, the temporary erections 
xemoved, and the bridge raised, the vassals quietly 
called in, and all in silence awaited the issue. 

^< Atlast the eventful evening arrived. Sometime 
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ftfter it was jdaik, the Old BoatraftD was seen ap- 
pcooohtDg the harbour. Being hailed by the sen- 
ttnel% he replied thatiie Innught a message from 
(he king to their chie^ as he intended to ssul in 
the morningy the repairs being completed. He 
was admitted^ and the instant be landed was seiz* 
ed by a guards who took the Standard from him^ 
and haying bound him, carried him into UiB 
court of the.castle, where.tfae whole garrison was 
drawn up under, arms. In the centre a gallows 
was erected, and he was ordered up for immedi- 
ate execution. 

*^ Theveteian tnmed with a look of contempt to 
the chief, and said, ^ Think not< because- 1 have 
faikd in carrying my sov«:eign^s orders into efiect^ 
that you are theceby rendered. secure. The fatal 
Stwidaxd is i^i^thin your walls, and your castle,.ia 
conseq^nence. thereof, becomes a fief of the crown 
of Denmark. Such are our laws, and as such I 
claim it in bdbalf of my royal master* See that 
dark portentous cloud that rises in solemn miges- 
ty from the west, and whose fiery outline glows 
like a furnace from the reflection of the rising 
moon : there sits enthroned the Sisters of Den- 
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murlK;— I see the quiver of Frigs, llie tidde MM 
of Snagridny and the spesr of Hihfau Thejr coow 
^ assert my daimty and to bear me in tiiom^ 
to dieir aity haUs I I come«**I come*-*descend in 
your chariot of clonds^ and receive my defiart- 
ing spirit !' At that moment a peal of low mut- 
tering thonderdied away to the north, when, cast- 
ing his eye westward with a flash of wild mptvaef 
he cried, < My prayer is heard ; and thia nighty 
dead or alive, will I imfurl the fittal Standsod <ni 
your walls. ;>— and not dus night only, bnt oac^rery 
succeeding anniversary, till the end of time, shall 
lis dusfcy volumes wave over j^oiir battlements, in 
'^lekffl . of your snbjection.to tfie cniwivof Den** 
ipadki-^l nmr go to quaff firom theacoils of miae 
enemiea theldoodof the celestial vintage««-4o scour 
the fidds of sether on the steadsof Odin«-to pasnt 
the meteors of the pole — to point the Ughtaing, 
and to barb the faail.^ 'So saying, he eMilrived t» 
free one of his hands, and drawing a concealed 
dagger, jdui^^ it in his bosom, and tepmd in a 
flMMnent* 

^ The Danes waited kmg fmr the magical ngnal, 
^hnt nothing beyond the orcKnary course of events 
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ittvititig them forward^ they seot a smM |riq[aety 
who cantiouriy apfvoached the drawbridge, Wlii^ 
they found raieed ; ssd finxil this and some other 
precantions which had heea adopted, they became 
asBttred that their plot had been <fecotered. 
Tliey therefore withdrew to their canyp with 'all 
possible secrecy, using every precaution to guard 
agssast Sttrpxise^ nHiere, striking their tenits^ and 
getting every thing dn board, they sailed by day- 
light, and wmie never more heard of.-— Their sa^ 
c^- Standard was thnis left in possessioh of the 
Kndies* who^ being equally superstitioiis ^th the 
SanfiB thcmsdves, respecting the virtues of the efi- 
f^tauted ensign, held a oouncSof wmr on what 
should be done with it. Many coafticting c^ 
nioflus were given on the sulgect ; but theuii^«rity^ 
alarmed at the threatened visit of the boatman, 
aad of their mysterious sulajugatidn to the Crown 
of Denmark, voted that it should be cemmitteil 
to the flame& And to carry this resolution into ef- 
febt^ a. huge pite was erected m the court-yard, 
and Ae unfortunate raven was on the eve of hav- 
ioghis jdnmage 'singed, when, just as they had 
' tied it to a stake in the middle, and were appty- 
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ing the torch to kiadle the five, apeal of thmu 
der shook the castle to its foundAtioii^ and a {e« 
male figure of gigantic stature snatched it ficom. 
the pile, and soaring aloft, was lost in the bosom 
of die cloud. 

'^ The boatman, it is believed, has kepthispio. 
mise, or. rather threat, and not only on the night 
of his death, but on the same night of every sac* 
ceeding year, the small boat, ivith its rower, b 
seen to apppoach the harbour at midni^t ; the 
spectre lands and the guards fly before it, leavings 
every gate open in their retreat : It marches finr-. 
ward to the turret, fironting the drawbridge. 
ivfaere the standard is displayed, till the cock 
crows, when a fiery chariot descends, into which 
he mounts, and after encircling the castle thtee' 
times, waving the flag, soars aloft, and disappears > 
in a stream of brilliant light* Now, two nights : 
only have to elapse, till the pmod of his annual 
visit returns, being the evening of the day on; 
which you purpose leaving the castle.-^! shall 
go over to Kirkclangfa, and o£kr such reasons for : 
your conduct as I know must satisfy your father, : 
and if be will be guided by oie, I shall engage 
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to phce thecastleandits proadchief at Us mercy* 
My plan i8> that yoa depart at the time appoint'* 
ed, and return at night in the habiliments of the 
Spectre Boatman, not forgetting your Standard^ 
that the whole of your father's forces embark, 
and follow you at a short distance in profound si- 
lence. When you gain the harbour, you shall dis^ 
play a small toidi on the point of your spear ; 
this shall be the signal that the sentinels are fled* 
Tour friends must then puU in with muffled oars> 
and follow you at a short distance up the dange- 
xous accli'rity, and the court-yard onoe gained^ all 
is ourown^^—as the garrison^ taken so completely 
by 6Ui|>rise, wa be incapableof making mj «- 
rious resistance. It will then be easy to force the 
gates by fire^— -or even to threaten the castle it* 
self with the same element, should they refuse to 
swreoder at discretion* 

'^ But this is anticipating the worst and most im* 
probable event that Could happen, as the Kerlies, 
on the first alarm, will rush out, and your father 
will have ample provision made fortheirreception» 
And when the combat, or rather slaughter is rag* 
ing around, how easy will it be for yon to single 
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out Allan— and even the knight, if you with it, 
and carry them on board your vessel as paaonetB^ 
and I have a presentiment that the rest most be 
at yonr fiftther's disposal. 

^* There is only one thing in the aboTe arrange^ 
ment, to whieh yon can offer any serions objec* 
Iton—^hat is, the personification of the spectre 
Dane, and the hazard you nm of coming in o(m« 
tact with the real boatman ; bat thb yon may 
avoid, by anticipating hb time of appearing for an 
hoar— «ncar conldhe, if a tnie Dane^ possibly take 
offisnce at your asramtng his semblance, to aasure 
yon success in an expedition vdierein he fiuled,r^ 
or probably the inrfaole is a fiction ; but as it has 
gained a firm belief in the caatle, it makes alike 
for your porpose as if it were trfie.*— ^I hate now 
told you my story, and the plot on which yon are 
to rear your superstructure^ and wait your aa^ 
swer.*' 

^' You have been inspred by the spirit of the 
Dane/' Eppie cried, jumping up in a tramqport, 
and graspii^ his hand,.^*< your pbt is divine^ and 
shall be acted on to the letter,r-'«nd if myfiither 
-engages for his part, it cannot fiiil ; go, and pre- 
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pare for your journey in the moming^— 40 the 
pinnace must return for me on the ensuing day^-^ 
and then, Cruggleton^ stand £euBt, for I will shake 
thy walls, from the battlements to the foundation^ 
and teach thy hauj^ty master that I am not to 
be insulted with impunity. Xiet us now separate 
for the night i nor must I be suspected of holding, 
any secret correspoadence with you^ more thaa 
the rest of my followers. I shall therefote^ be- 
fore your departure, give you what instructions 
I may think proper in public — and be sure you. 
are one of the party th^kt returns for me, as 
I shall be most anxioua to learn your reception 
ffom my father, and if he will fall in with our. 
p]an.-p--I hear the bell, so good night.*' She then 
adjusted her dx^as and h^st^ned to the halU 
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CHAP. X. 



Fkopcr defoimity leenu not ia the fiend 

So horrid as in woman.** Lkar. 



The kmght's sister waited with impatience 
tile bteaking up of the conference ; and as soon 
as she had lodged Ep^tte fairly in the hail, she ' 
Untened to liberate the priest She found him 
more dead than alive :— his face liyid ; bis j(nnts 
trembling ; and laige drops of perspiration ex- 
ndbgirom every pore. <^ Wdl, what discove- 
ries have you made ? Tell me all at once/' '^ Dis* 
coveries !^' he replied ; ^ O bring me to the open 
air, and give me a little water, for the sake of 
the blessed virgin-— or even should it be only wine» 
— O, Saint Ninian help us, or we shall soon a& 
be sailing on thunder clouds, amidst ^gantic wo- 
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mea, blaok standards^ and old boatmen ; while en- 
chanted ravens and savage Danes, drink our 
blood oat of their own sculls ! O, 'tis an infer- 
nal plot, and. if we do not escape, the castle win 
be whirled three times ronnd the battlements in a 
chariot of fire, and carried off in aclap of thnn^ 
der !*' ^^ ^'hy. Father Jasper, recollect yonrself* 

I 

Toor wits have gone a woolgathering. These 
are the ravings of a distempered brain. Take 
time, and arrange your scattered ideas^ and fa- 
vour me with something like a consistent narra- 
tive, that if any danger be near us, we may be 
prepared either to meet, or atvoid it/' ^ O, lady,-' 
danger indeed is near ns ;— it is above our heads ;■ 
—.it is bdow our feet ; — it- comes armed with' 
barbed lightning and points hidl; — ^it cotties a^-- 
midst red canldrons of jutehy dai^kness, and the 
moon in the middle of it.'^ '^ This is downright^ 
frenzy ;— retire to your chamber, anfd I will apo- 
logise for your absence &om supper ;-*and try^ 
by the time I return, to rally your scattered sen- 
ses, .s^d have your discoveries reduced to a tangi- * 
ble. shape." *♦ O, hiy, foiSgiveme, for horror 
has frozen the curreni in my veins, and sent tb0^ 
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safiguiae streaiA back like icicles to my heart* 
I know not what I haye said, bat xetum ae socmi 
aa yon caoy and bring Sir Bonald with yon^ aa 
what I have to tell involvies the safety of as aUL* 

Am soon as the oompaoy letired^ the trio met 
in the lady's i^partment, and father Jasper having 
gpt the better of his fears^ ^ve a circumstantial 
detail of what the reader has already been infinrm- 
ed« The lady then stated her previons snspi^ 
cions of the good fiuth ai the Graemes^ and that 
the seeming magnanimity of Eppie was only m 
cloak tQ disguise some latent treachery ;-^that 
certain inadvertencies on the part of their goest^ 
had fiiat awakened her suspiciend of some deep) 
depiga against Allan. These she purposely de*- 
layed making him acqaaintedwith^ till she should 
be in possession of some tangible £ftct, oa-which: 
she could test her accusation^ which^ by the goad 
management of Fsjther Jasper^ she now fortnnato* 
ly was. 

Sir Ronald, after thanking them for their 
zeal and alacrity, added, that the plot ^If gave 
him little uneasiaessy as ft requited only to 
be known to be defeated. But how to proceed in 
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^jilM^n^^iat woidd h» Jetu^t i^nriou^ tp their 
guest^ was the pQint'|h»t^)piu(9]i(4>hiip«' Thela^y 
«i|id;{im9l: X^he»6At)}r, pi»^testfd^i|gawt m|yr«iid« 
4le 4WiU»e . Thfy:jepjxs^sk%fA, that ^, r pjopox^v- 
,m^.h»^ t^Skmi itwilSox ,effiqf9i}Xif ^s aest of 
.Tohbejrs. ;a«d|pir»tjea,} ,mi j^j^puld h^rfrom aoy sm* 
tifjIfU^^pffVBj^^^ toavim.higiQjQlf 

^.ity he would be fMO^weiahle to Im Go4 ^nd hia 
country, for every act .of yiAlc^oce aod Qiurd^ 
Jt))^.a4gbt thereafter '^.ino9Ui«*4bitt nono^ere 
^likely 10 3uffer?from hi3 .iU-tinied loerpyji^him* 
^, hi^Smifymd fri«nd3,}^that .althpi:||rh .the 

«p!^nt,plot hadrheeo diocoyc^ hy thoir.fo^i^^ht 
land di^g^nq^^^yet a i^piritpf eat^iiprUe wa^m^jji- 
fluted through the whple of it^th^it.s^t ^qjho fu* 
tore period night leadto a more sacc^stful ter- 
muatiou.in. mother sh^f^. and end in :the total 
i»ia .of l\is, h^us». • They, s^^fg^t^. the piTop rietjr 
Q&)aj;p9g t^ewJioloth^fpre acouncil of hi^lriendi^ 
.^d l)eing in . some .mieiasure guided by their 
ijptfiipn^* V This hayiQg fb^u don^, i^ .«e^ 
JlWh that the Gr^m^s should be smpw^tP.&U 
by the jBnar^ they h^J^id fort^ dfiatnKtioa 
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of Others ; and all that Sir Ronald could obtain 
was a pledge of safety for Eppie. 

The reader is referred to the introduction for 
tlie localities of Croggleton, and only requires to 
be reminded, that a winding path led upwards 
' from the harbour to the castle, and that it was in- 
tersected by a wall, having a gate and portcullis 
at the high water-mark, and the same defences 
at the entry into the court-yard. 

The plan of operations for the approaching con- 
' test having been finally arranged, they, as a farther 
measure of precaution, ordered two of their best 
vessels to be manned with picked crews, and to be 
silently withdrawn in the dusk of the evening, and 
placed in an ambush, in a small .cove, for the pur- 
pose of cutting off the retreat of the fleet. 

Nothing particular occurred during the remain- 
ing period of Eppie^s visit. The day of Her de- 
|»rture at length arrived ; a few words fi^m Ro- 
derick informed her, that her father was fblly 
satiisfied with the explanation given him; that 
he entered warmly into her plans; and that every 
thing would be found in readiness on her arrival, 
for giving full effect to them. ' She was overjoyed 
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« 

ti the information^ and hastened her dqiaarture^ 
On taking leave of Sir Konald^ she was agaiii 
pressed to accept a reward of some kind— ^whieb 
she still firmly rejected. To his sister, she con- 
ducted herself with a stately reserve— *-to Allan 
with kindness, without being particular, and on 
waving her valedictory adieus to all, . a shade of 
dark and portentous meaning overspread her 
countenance, which each knew well how to in^ 
terpret. 

- Her return was faail^ with boisterous revdry 
at iirkclaugh. Her father either did gi^, or 
seemed to give full credit to her- assertions, that 
the whole of her conduct from first to last, ' was 
the result of a deep laid pknof Inltingthe Ker- 
lies into a fatal security, that she m^htafteirwards 
deliver Uiem all into his hands. She only condi- 
tioned i&s the safety of Allan— wbmn having once 
delivaped^ she could not think of devoting to de- 
stxuction, Dugald, over whose mental optics a 
kind of moonlight intelligence seemed to beam- 
imagined he had now. discovered the true main, 
spring^wfaich gave impulse to a line of condtict so 

inexplicable as her^s had hitherto been; but as to 

o2 



noAheiiiHtst'lHRrd beenito CKUi^aie it, he was aileDt 
fiirtbe^dme^^iiBdejseoDHted ieyeiy tbuig she.xequir- 
•i^fWf-indi^ed^'haivielfW^ /that onaeiii poswssiitti 
rfdiefflaalb^ifaft ivinM wii]4>iipJthe.tsiigfiKi3r mhw 

'* #Hw9V(«sftritfe'iKeiliaJidtejBt ihiafoidst iiaii»r<* 
Iwfe'ifliiBk. '{[bt whole of thiair powerfid oton 
wif luallflmp^ aiiil.nofitv«d(Qnioc8 -to ent^r^th^ 
omtbrinr^e diidsL*o&idasietiffimii|^*^m smaUfiaitmt 
and in the most profound silence. The.bf^lft^ 
iMtolBiwQieiloadedtwitlitmisdkis eftjeimiy ^descsip- 
tiMi,«*he fumafie waa*Iighted> andihef^iitdh kef- 
ilB8{fiBMU-4fae.ariiala8ts ivons fiflt^mid^b&^lMdts 
pibdJ&iho«ps*«'**tod<tfa)eiiidiide*of!iheir d^f^nsive 
iBMBima lA lheiiiostfQn^nid:sMe of fcopaitttion. 
' • iAthst ifaeeTOat&il««em]|g(Qime^ac»ompanied 
vrbiixa denne (hazeAiadj:jdrnzl]|]g laia.: .this ^iiraa 
JOnkdnasioKtemte^men bjr bolhipHrties^^as^itialt 
hured aBdhitoimdii»llMk|»irpBbrtkn^iiinj^^ 
kjrdlio^thes. lAbest am hour btfareaiidpighi^ ihe 

iMtiappMchlliediuiioiir^ aiid^afiiistiiBfie thegr 
InaadMn^laah'.dffloaiB^AljbhDug^'ihe Ifogipverxmfc- 



gUdedrin in> silence^ and v%aiaa:iii compleiiKiaB 
moiiiv Iia«iogrtbe:fatd.8ttiQdard)ibuit»lmad^^liii^^ 
ec^ smd:app]KAcUed:dieg»te^;idie^d»t«bndg«ivMK 
Tow^o^dj and'th&soaad.afiietRaftuig&etsteprunui 
Heard^iii'ftillHiglittDwavdB the omdB^'^^rMbgami 
rigbt/' said> the figare^ sofHy; ^ l^it tlie^stejb*^ 
Immecliatel3^a.-daaeii of meitiMiartediii^tfroia <tiM 
bottom; wheve.tbey bad:lfaiixottoeftled^.andla mall 
fitfUl stream* of pale lfght> diot ks fboide wpn 
throngh tIie3den8B:atBi08pUere^ ^'Let-sisv rSQUUi 
tD: secure tbe gate^' says JBppie, '^iUroup^ fidlefil 
strives^- and the rest follow mefot: tU&saittoi'pmu 
pose above-^but he urfaeie akeady, and I. mtM 
proceed^tbfli]/^ sapematuraiprvlogaBi^^^ Scattfst 
ing, sbe.adiianQedxapidly uptfaepath^unuriiig;;lia!|^ 
flag as i^e went. JDagaid< attlwtiiiitantisbotiab^ 
lently into* tbe'harbour, aod conniieiioed'Ua: do^ 
barkadon. Uia confederateflf^ lefk at the gate^gaira 
him the preooDcerted signal thatall wMwelli' Ho 
BOW'iBiufid Ilia fiiialiotdeis,—<'to'^ spare no liTiJig 
aonl belonging toitfaeSerlias-^to seizerao- prises 
neiE." And taking: one:* ok two- of hig^confidentiat 
assassiiifi aside,^ he hinted^ in pretty pWdn tenn»| 
4;batrif a^randomblow vms^ dealt to Eppio in tikf 
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strife, it would be a favour conferred on him-^ad^ 
her having ooce betrayed him, pat an end to all 
future confidence, and he was fully aware that the 
orders now issued by him, would for ever extin« 
guifih any remaiuing sparks of filial afiectibn that' 
might still linger in her bosom. He then gave or« 
deirs to advance with rapidity and silence. 
; In the mean time, Eppie approached the upper 
gate, and met the same reception as below ; the 
bridge was lowei^d,.and the sentinel fled. . Scarce- 
ly had she pdst^ her remaining party, %faen she 
saw the head of her father^s colnmn emerging 
&om the defile. She proceeded with a slow mea«- 
suredstep as tfaey.d^oyed into line in the court- 
yard, till she reached the land.gate, when, rdpidh** 
adcendbg the turr^, for the purpose of fixing her 
standard, her ears were astounded with the clank* 
ing of chains, the thundering fall of the portcml- 
lis, the bJast of a trumpet, and the cry of tresU 
chery ! She threw down her standard, anddrawu 
ing her sword, was rushing to join her father, 
when her flighfiwas intercepted by Sir Rboald, 
^ the head of a party of his dom^tics, all coni« 
j^etely armed. *« Yield,'* he cried, ^ and save^your 
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life* Tour whole plot has beea discovered, and 
lam here to save you from the carnage that must 
ensue. — ^Follow me into the castle, and rely oa 
my. promise <)f beitig still treated with honour and 
Efispect*" To this friendly greeting sh6 replied 
by a bfew which felled him to the ground ; , and 
was in i^r turn stretched beside him, by the bat- 
tle-axe of one of his retaiu^rs^ |md both of them 
earned into the castle by a postern^ which w^ 
secured behind them« 

, The defen^ve plan of the KerKes had by tliU 
time fully devd<^d itself, and the unfortunate: 
Graemes became sensible, when too late, of the 
min that had overtaken them : For instead of 
one sentinel, two had been posted at each gaite— 
one fled to decoy them forward, and one remain- 
ed to execute his chiefs orders ; for as soon as 
they had. all passed the harbour*gate, the remain- 
ing sentind dropt the portcullis, and, unhooking 
a link of the chain, threw one end down, 'and rol- 
led the other about the winch ;— he then raised 
the drawbridgei and fled along the top of the wall, 
conceaiing himself in a cleft of the precipice. 
The same todk place above, with this difierence, 



die TOE- 8rAHl>AllB' OIT X^Mm^ML^ 

tinit iiMlfimd^^pe»MI^«]beJM4lol6«9til»XZ^^ ^ 
tor «iitep>the.fkMiit2>;aid^ «hi poBt6attiB'fbtt4Mi0iiHiL 

By dite^timef ibooomlMy .ifioombstt itmiglit^ 
beei|y^,*iteigpd*wtti^.«oi»£^yanli with disadfiili 
flivy. iTh0'Q^tne9, fttrlyiG«ight-it» th&toU, and! 
mffsdi^qi \yf ^mpmr^ tauAe ^a^debpemte effort to' 

ed in ft^tosHsiM^^JiBti defi^ tbakuuliif^islreiigtli*:^ 
In the mean time, the buniinf pitch andiodiikHD: 
desaeiydedi on tiitic ^hidad* ki^fiamin^t tonsnts ; 

and 6arB>ofi icon, iflnlwapidngsb^bemJike^baik-u* 
]& wasiose 'aFthoseL£8DCi)eBs<^.iriiiBh<tbe ]i|^ dbn 
wamiirooiiU*haa«£d]«ete^fio!r}e[iiefi. ThfiLCBBlledlihf^ 
sd£i09Q in: sullen jtnjettfr^ rtowena^innHldBt. A»f 
dim .vapottr^.mt^t wfaioh(it». outline waot Ueoded;;) 
wiiila:it8 batUaments^ like the oratec t)£A yokaw^ 
senLa-fiesy dala^. inlOithe tsfiuitAjumbilifinfia^M 
The tiraAg*i)£the«iJiala0t»Tr>thfihia6'x^tiiej:^^ 
■?"^itlmndeiaiifriyMeiharatkwaii&th» aaa%jpm^ 
de9BQU%an9iileaN).*^dbautft ^ the combaianlat*<* 
the ipsoaoa o&Ae wonnded^ mingledr wiikthe hansh) 
inoBotoiioiis^jH^Qll/of tb^oeeaa^ that jroUdk^bft 



liMi»di«il)ed«pi9li^ <«£Ji^ 

liididcuig«dtai».piii]|hW,^ ihnoiij^Uf. whole' vai^ge^j 

thfi^wiB^sviBWodivg .ttfa oouit>iicaLtihe.$e%«D the^ 
flMBQ,Mfi^e» off .d«9lim^ai^ ' Dvieae diiow«i«d^ on « 
dieic.'de&Dfael^K h^aib. Ifai^it iHfiffi^KaMii^ ^ftfc^'. 

fhe.-pifftiaiUis; i^rietm tx> th«ir sbi^ 3iit .th^r. 
pBBoiwftioii& . already taiaen, fender^ that efo^t 
unavailing, as they wei^ deatiti^' o£^he ^meaofln 
of unituig-^ severed cdi^ifl* At^ Ifust^ theiir mes 
faroBi^l tlieiT' cbmpuQPBsJ^ ia the A^et to thm^ 
aid>i.lld)0 WHmedfid: i«: tiir^wipg a knolM. ippf. 

The Keittes^ ttr^ of^s dtitmit-specmi:^ 
mtffivt^ itbvew open every ,door in the^ca^th^i 
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and rushed oat sword in hand ; but alas ! hesee no. 
tmmpet soanded the note of stan defiaiicey«-««o 
dose^wedged ranks stood with uplifted weapona, 
awaiting the coming onset-^no marmurwasheatd 
in the court,* except the expiring groans of 
wretches in the last throes of mortal agony, ov the 
feeble, half-suppressed voice, that humbly sued 
for mercy. The portcullis was then raised, and' 
they rushed down the path, which they found 
strewed with the mangled remains of the unfortu- 
nate invaders.-^The sentinel returned, and told 
the escape of the Grasmes ov^erthe wall, and the: 
flight of -their ships^ Slowand warily they return- 
ed, and having posted a strong guard at eadi gate, 
aiid disposed of their prisoners in the dungeons of. 
the castle, they repaired to the hall, and in mouni'- 
fal silence awaited the coming day. 

At length the wished.for dawn appeared, the^ 
grey mist began to roll itself up like a curtain — 
distant objects became more and more distinct^ 
till at last the whole landscape of the eastern side 
of the bay, became developed in all its magnificent 
sublimity of outline ; — ^the household watched in 
4nost anxious expectation the soft tread of every 
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Ibotstefi that came «nd went from Sir >BonaId'8 
chamber.^^He was still alive, but all hopes of his 
recovery had -disappeared. To £ppie the blow 
had been instantaneoasly fatal* Allan hnng-overhis 
father's couch with the most agonised solicitude., 
no wound appeated^ yet his helmet was cleft, 
and there was a pressure on the brain which de- 
prived him of sensibility. 

As soon as the morning light had rendered ob- 
jects distinctly visible, they again returned to the 
court, for the purpose of examining more minute- 
ly into the disasters of the night, where they met 
with nothing but objectsof the most revolting 
character. On searching among the slain, they 
found Dugald Graeme,' his head literally dashed to 
pieces with a stone. XJpWardsof two hundred were 
found dead, all of whom were buried in the old 
church-yard of Gruggleton.-— There is one editimt 
of the legeild, which says, that Dugald and Eppie 
Graeme were buried in Kirkclaugh, and what 
seems to give countenance to this latter assertion 
is a stone, which is evidently a sepulchral moncb- 
ment> still standing in the bottom of the ditch. It 
Jias had an inscription cut very deep on it, but 



10 HOW qoke illegible^ Dor cnaiaiBgle letter be 
madti out Some oP die old traditifoiiB of the coiiii-i< 
tt7>lioweveB^iiiaintaia:titi»'a8B6itton,t itmariu 
tbe placft'o^ sepidtam of. the daring fipeeboeter 
and'his'iAsiaeoBiaii ddoghter. 

The tWoH9faip» detached on the p|«vioii9 eveiii. 
ing, obeyed the instractions given them^ with 
such promptitude, that they intercepted' the 
GrBeraes, before they were well clear of the har* 
boar ; and after a ^hort resistance they oflered- t<6i 
caj^iniate; aod.t^ sanpender the fleet and castle^ on 
condition their live& w«re spax^id, and that they 
should be taken -into the koight^s service. These 
terms being -agreed' to, they landed a messenger 
tb coavey the intelligence of the treaty to^tfae 
csfitleyand toreportthat they had sailed lor Kiifa? 
claugb "to carry- its several articles into effidott 
Bfimy an anxious look was cast across tbe bay^ 
and many a dtdbious ooujecture hazarded as to the 
probable'canse of their long delay, still dreading 
some^kitefit' dtiplieity on the part of the drssoieK 
M IM; about midi^ay, the sentind ftom the batt 
'tlements gave the alarm that Kirkclaugh was on 
'^re, and immediately afterwards thdr fleet was 
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seeniemerging fiom the .cloud of saiok^^ Dvhioh 
obsouKed the.^aatem side of^the bay. TIiegf,iBade 
a fonnidable S|ppearance,as4hey afppsoaehed ivitb 
a fiauur.wind, liaviiignot ooly.tbe ^fleetof Sogald 
Graeme, but that of the Featherstones uDdfir their 
Gouvay. They, soon reached the harbour ;;aQd.the 
commander of the expedition .r^fwXeif, .that leav.i^ 

iiy;.the6xsBmes.under:a^a]x|9fiXGq^ a&ivto>gMn 
them.adnuwion, they;a8cendedttO'the oasde^ and. 
QQuldnothe|padmiriQ|^tsBniaziqgfitMi^^^andthe 
immense rioher^^iihich/tviwnty greacBHofiplundei^aDd 
pillage faadamasfled mihin its. waUsi'— that .vehik 
they were bosiedimakiDg tbMe.observation^ Ihey 
became seneible of a denae atifli^g ^vappuari wbioh 
HQUed.in'twhicliDg eddies *pa0t thewiadow^ and 
tainted the atmosphere of thejraem i^dhdce ihey 
stoQd^.Axijr^of ficeacMe, aadthey heavd A^oiacL- 
ling^noisefironLa fiuitatof ouppei; cbambers in whioh . 
thmtreasttre,.andothervaloable8 werekq[ft» .Xhoy 
flew to ^e.^pot, in hopes c^^eitingiiishiBg'it, but 
it had made bo much progxeis Ihat dt defied 
their jitmost *effi»rte toxeachiitirite twhefe^aiv- 
casetbeiagiilledmtbfiame.- 3bey ihcnibetlvHigfat 
them .of the £iy^ piiaonen^ Mrhom^lhey fortu^ 
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nately got all outj and having also embarked tlie 
remainder of the garrison, they carried the lleet^ 
in safety beyond the reach of the fire ; and.||tff % 
ky on their oars to witness the sublime spectaclcr' * 
it afibrded. 

A dolamn'of smdke, like a slender poplar with 
its head bending before the breeze, gradaally inJ 
creased in magnitude, tossing and waving, and^ 
assnftiing a thousand fantastic shapes, like a thun- 
der cloud pregnant with the first rudiments of 
elemental strife--«'brilliant jets of fire flashed over 
the battlements, illuminating by their partial scin« 
ttSaliens, the deuse tmbidmass that obscured the 
sun, and blotted the features from the &ce c^ 
nature*'— A'CrasIf, like the loudest peal of thunder,^ 
fi>llowed by a shower of blazing rafters, sparkling 
like the tail of a rocket in themurky atmosphere,' 
announced that the roof had £&llen in ; after which' 
the conflagration beginning to subside, they made 
the best of their way; So perished Kirkclangh^ 
with all its plunder, and with all it^ crimes, witU^ 
out leaving a single memorial of whsit it once was; 
nor so much as a foundation stone to mark its 
migbty.iohnographic outline. It was farther stated*, , 



HM whea about Io embark on their returd, a straD#> 
ger >m^e his appearance, and begged hard for a 
passage for Cruggleton. He said he was a retain*- 
er of tlie house of Cardoness— that his name was 
Donaldson, and that having formerly been in the 
service of the hiird of Kirkclaugh, he had beea 
selected as bearer of a messa^.to Eppie Grssme 
from Lady Cardoness, the object of which was to 
endeavour to detach her from her present purr 
suits, and to induce her to place herself, under 
the protection of his master, as nearest of kin to 
her deceased mother, and to whom she had become 
a feudal ward, passing over her &ther, whose pa^ 
temal rights had been forfeited by his attainder, 
and unrevoked sentence of outlawry j-— that as, for 
certain reasons, he dared not appear before Du. 
gald, be had lingered about the castle for a day or 
two, in hopes of seeing some person through whom 
he could open a correspondenice with her ; that 
it was with astonishment he learned she was on a 
visit to Cruggleton^ whither it had been his inten- 
tbn to seek her, had not her sudden return, and 
subsequent embarkation, deranged the whole of 
his plans. That the asylum he had to offer was 
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hecontt doubly neoesenrjrtD bn MW,m. ^dSbocmxy 
h^hetnm^e'4ftfC9apioaeBB wilbin^these^fiBWidajr^ 
•whitib teid^Ml t^iniiKler*of M<OiiIlodi of £irL- 
Hflmigb'oiidito^fMiefdiiiXttttDM^iy bafoiimthelfiMt. 

^bd, vSker^ rhfute ^di' move ndiah ^tlvelity ^eua, 
^^rtts *r«tttiniteg <to4tkM(dd. finendfBi^ld, to tdiim 
f&r* 8tipiilttt«d^iiMd<foti ih cmimdq K )He MMmei 
ina nlDrrowpiitt bj>the >]roBiigtb!bi^iof )iiMido» 
ttessy amended 4iya fewiAawan,x>£imhsm Aogua 
iva8 one^ and wtts 4iistaati7fTeobgiii88dtbjNtba latt- 
ter/^bo gaire'th&j«hxrm,~«nd'afikttrAiriHiiit>^^ 
-stoce^idkiwrn'taisda. Swdiii^^ 
mrve ^hterno purpcMe^ ibe eflbaBfl/to ^toiJk^.mom^ 
impormot diM30veneB<rt8pectia|^ iDiigBld'£hP83iii^ 
-tbe partiealsOto^of ^biob^ wcaeiflB Sakloim i^^Tiwt 
in biis' yoiTtb'fae^bad pajdlbis > addraflBcst tirla iMgy 
^'greM^beailty>imd/|idttoia^liriiiiieiita ]»f}th^^^ 
-df ^<Kt, tbe daagbter'of «iohie£afamBie>iiolefg|i 
Hhe* border; btit'dia bting^fuadeiDaii dj^gantent 
il6>iBiodier,^^o««?aa<oiseidfi AefpdmiiU -of 

^•e, w«s itocm'^tffaMri«dairiiMMo.iiim/%a^ Uv^ 
'in great^bappHiMtf fcgiflQineiyqaoBB^fBhe hami ^iSwo 
dhildieil ^«liMOr8CfliG,'fmtcbui|^bid opp9tt^ 
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irlMfi her husbupd ^m absent <m smae fendid cier- 

M Ih^ teljf wA hs^, tw9 M^ntef crarMi %ip to 
«ta«lfe .W«qgip^t#fl(9pe49F Ids finifnds 4W tl|6 
English side of the b^t^ t-'-thftt the'diflOBMiH>h|te 
.bvsbitnd^ bftwig diseovQlRsd. the iDute oflbenu 
iMh«r% mbdo ^pplietttioa to the "mudso of ^ 
-Skii^h wfirches £wr aMstanee to have his fiunily 
m9MB9d^ abd $)io tteaeheiotis iavadec of his .pea^e 
brought tepnniBfameBti'-^thattl^ wardei^ ind^naat 
-at tb$ ovtiif^e^ sept a force to demand the sabi. 
fHissiob of GrsBBiBy and the xestoratioii of the la^y 
andobildien iininjnred ; and in the event of a re- 
fnsftli to lednce the castle bjr foiroe of armfl^ aqd 
t# deUv^ him lip to the vengeaaceof EUiotu 

Qatam,i^fetti&aig en theotrength of the place, 
and the aa^tMce of his kindied, stood on his d^ 
Ibtioe ^-Hspj after a dMpente xeEosbance^ finding 
hiiiM^'Sedocod to the last ttstremi^y he pot the 
kidyandherchikbpea to deaths and setting fioe to 
tho'oastfe^ fdaal^y cut his w^f duon|^ the bc» 
fiiigerBi and effected hiseseapc-^He ivas then 
oiiUawed by bodi kiagdomsi his lands attaintcx^ 
and a piice set on bis head. , 
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- - Heaffcdrwards joined a bandof moss-troopeniw. 
. der^D&^id AnoBtroiig, with whom he leniaiiied 
' far some time ; bat after te^kkiiig a few hM^b^ 

escapes, he finally kft-the borderi aadaixvred at 
''Xirkdaugh^ as has been shewn. 

*'^ Akhongfa Dick's* jonrney in qaest of his re- 

• • • • • 

^ Ward^ tvas thus nnfdttunately traversed, hetierer. 

\theles9 met with one, mochniore consonant ti> the 

' tenor of his former life--ibr he was hanged oiwr 

^ the battlements in the ensuing moiniog« - ' 

" ' Litde remains more to be told* Angus having 

obtained aH necessary information respecting the * 

~ deaths of Dngdd and Eppie Graeme^ retumed to 

OardonesB With the intelligence ; and the lands of 

Kiikckugh 'riBverted back' to the house of the 

«feudal chief.— «Sir Ronald died the third diiy, and 

'was interred beside his Rosabefie; and AUan, 

'(now Sir ABan^) having negbciated a peace with 

thfe Featberstonesf set them at liberty^ and-restor- 

ed their ships : and 'so lasting was the friendship 

thus cemented, that when one of die Jfef^beaP" 

Stotfes^ who joined the Earl of NorthuttiberbMad, 

ixr an insurrection against the Govemment, was 

obliged td fly, he was hospitably received by Sir 
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Alitta-KerHe^ aiDil bad Jbuvb asaigii^, j^^ or 
whidi he .built a ciwtle oa a promontoiy oa rtha 
sea shore, the ruins of which bears .Uiei name o£ 

Castle Felither to this day* . 

Nor were the GrBsmes foigotten : . they, had a 

considei^Ie! tmitory raide over to th^m^ piithft 

outskirts o£ thoidomai^^ on which tJiey wece ea* 

tafaiiahed ; and to do away as &r as tbey pos^bly 

cottU, the odiiQni attached to their name, they 

reyersed it, and called jtheuifselyes Macdi^igabja.; 

which in process of time was i^malgamated wxtJIa 

that of familiea. bearqig a name so^nething sim^jfaiprj 

and on an examination of a map pf the county, 

a place will be found which requires only , thai 

ad<titioa «l a single l^ter, to identify theii: /C^ty- 

of refuse; / 

•. We may be cienawred iQrsiKQe.of oiir.faif imir. 

&» fyt leatiog ow JierQjiii,a state <^ sinj^ .bl^f^H 

edness, when it would haya jidded totbOjiatexevfr 

of our nairative-to havejliaked hia'^ fortune to 

those of some. smiltAg dame^ and given him ai 4Pt; 

z^ chubby sous and daughters to bi^ve ipf^pd^i 

Ills halls. But as we ^a^not find) ii|<W Iw^. 

dary authority, that such was thf. ease, wacaA' 

p2 
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bSiy hBLtajA a coAjectuve, that as we know no* 
fliiiig to Ike tantrtii^i s6me sneb aecident did real- 

Nor have we been mOit foHtc^ate in ouir at- 
ienipis to disbbver, ftom bOfiteii&j^tluy evidence, 
'tAMtibr d¥ not thb Old BOKtiiiatt 0tiU henbani 
tfiS fttDcfi wltb bid Unntial vMi. The last mk 
driunt ^ coiild^th^]^ df hiii #a»> ifaat aBoai six» 
tjr or sS^ttty years dgo^ a Mf df b^ rank^ tt»^ 
f^Dg n^ar t^ dastte tftith^ night-time, was sar^ 
]fih99id tb sie^ th«m briOi^itflljr illUdlinated ; aiid its 
IdlftiAg up, bubeld an diSded figaie ^tttAdhig on. 
«be ^h, add t^Vfaij^ an imamss» fls% i^md hk 
bteJdi. Shife iliaEifioyied f his Iffi h« i^Uffn fao^, 
^ win vtmiMjAf kM itatt k wacrtbe Spectie 
Boatman and the Danish Standard. She having- 
ne^^ htda (dtth» Mglfld, ima terrified at her 
x^^ti^ OA ^^MA 4it^ UMtA isa ita neighs 
BftfnltMttd i&ftti idiM i^g^ / 

Bmu &2S\^ iMikkiAg the ptes^nt snbjett, > 
it &a^ Bb i^j^, Wotir part, to give a brief no^ 
^ bt.iWb Of th6 Hiatal df M<Gidloch, so often 
mlUtlAiifiS: 'm 6m l«£«Ad. In spite of the re- 
¥Hftt3<ttis fi^ ^JUbh ittlAfiy grHtt and ttobl# frmi* 
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lies in Galloway have been either consigned to 
oblivion, or doomed to obscurity, they have still 
maintained their ground, and even at this day, 
rank among the highest of the ancient aristocra* 
cy of the province. 

In the year 1301, when Edward L invaded 
Galloway^ we find Thomas M'CuUoch ('probably 
of Merton), sheriff of the county of Wigtown, 
which proves, that even at that early period, 
they were a family of importance. And though 
they aro now branched out into many a devious 
channel, such as fiarholm Aidwell, Torhouse^ 
Anchingool, Knockbrex &c, yet they all look up 
to the great baronial family of Merton, as their 
ancient feudal head. 
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inoiev or mtftis^ 
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* Atie €i iy ro < hyM » t «i uai^ fMmh i t Hie, 

An* iwe kej of jrop in liis Ipvclie baunde. 
An' at his feet lay ane magicke wande. 
He wavit the-waikli o*er tlM dintewe fMjr, 
An^Miowiyklihe oiiia'fulwv? sue U«awiir )f^/' 

ScHiB. Patrick QuvAiioiiy 
An old Gallovidian Tale. 



Tos bcUef that hidden treiavim were 
mkted to the keeping cf ocrtetfi snheffdiMie ^ 
litay who, for a finited period, contneted to main* 
tub iHriet WBteh and ward' over them, st^^ to 
l^afe fbmied a lefidiag feature io the seperstitiQUS 
aeed of all natioou^ vibo have made ^e sligbiest 
advances in civilization : the monstrous serp^nU 
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of the Gentoos — ^the Peri-axek of the Persians—- 
the Sheck-damas, or spirit of the mines of the 
Scandinayians— in shorty every country in the ha« 
bitable globe, wherein the accumulation of gold 
waa held as an object of desire, seems to have ap« 

pointed their own Tisionary chancellor oyer the 

^^ " » • • ... 

Exchequer of Plutus, from the tenific Genii o£ 
Arabian fiction down to the humble russet-clad 
brownie of our own native glens* 

Many ctrcumstances wonldlead to the conclu- 
sion that this belief arose out of/ or rather became 
the consequence of the lawless state of society 
that prevaited in the early ages of the world. 

That the desire of possesring has been coeval 
with the recognition of exclusive inheritance, as a 
fact that will not be disputed ; and even at the time 
when property was confined to flocks and herds, 
we find thte same seAQsh principle in full opera-* 
tion ; but during the currency of these agesof pas-' 
toral simplicity, when die wants of man weitefewv 
and his supplito ample, the stimaks to unlawful' 
appropriation^ though not altogether unknown,' 
might be considered as only in emUryo; 'Jiae> 
did the evil, though stiii increasing with the in^ 
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oreasifig wants of society, become the demoralis- 
iiig monster it afterwards did, till the intr^idcictiob 
of the precious metals as a circalattng nae^iiitf, 
and equiyalent for all the neeessanes and luxntieto 
of life* This gave a new impulse to the passions^ 
and introduced a n^w era into thc^ history of moral 
delinquency. 

' At a period when the principle of right and 
wrong, instead of being weighed in the great hy- 
drostatic balance of impartial justice, had their 
merits decided by the longest spear, the sharpest 

■ ■ a 

sword, or the heaviest battle-axe^ it might natural- 
Fv have been inferred that man could bav6 bad few 

m 

inducements to become a monopolising animal, and 
when even walls of ir6n and gates of brass could 
secure neither his hoarded pelf from the strolig 
arm of power, nor his person from th(^ dagger of 
the midnight plunderer, it might with equal jUstiofe 
have been assumed that his principal security 
would have arisen from his retaining nothing in 
his possession that could either ^satisfy avarice or 
tempt cupidity; but the veiy reverse has still 
been the case, and the propensity for amassing 
has increased in proportion to the dangers and di^ 
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JlftuUJfl? ti^Uh which it w^siJMrrQunile(]-7*9Dd^yep 
tsi SA^ an extent 4id it at last arfivp^ ^^ tb^ j^ 
.iwRive genius f^ the huipapra^ wi^s el^^LU8t^ ^ 
(fi(Hiimi9g reoesse^^ oofi ex€aTa(ii|gIaybffii|lj^, % 
tim pvptectioQ of thfiU: worshippe4 txepi^ufes ir^^y; 
.QHKie^-^the aid of the powers ofdarknfw wi(s iiji* 
yoked, and their co-operation secured by sp^ qf 
lUiptierable poteaey } the fiepds w^re dragged by 
th^ myifteiioufi a4HU^tiPBs of 4^ wiz^^ard frop^ 
the rQgiiins iji everl^stuag mghtj and fettered .]|iy 
itbp word of power, as u^vfUl^ig centinels over th^ 
49«<aoMs deposit. 

3lich was the belief Qf opr simple foref^hei]fi^ 
a ci^eed which they held in common widi the 
other nationa of Europe ; nor has it entirely ^ioapr 
peered among their piimitiTe descendants^ wl^ o ^n- 
halnt the wild recesses of our native mountain^ hut 
9till m^ttntrinB a piecarious footing amidst a host 
vf minor jijaperstitions of more recent orign. 

The fdlowinglie§e^ hfH^ bei^R selected a^d ar« 
fUnged, bpvfL the recital of ^ okl pas^p who h^ in 
bis posse^on a gre^t#r f^^ss of superstitious aqi^c-' 
d^te th^ui imy oth^F indivi^^^l we have ey^r pet 
with ;and the tale itself^ diyested of its super4%tu«- 
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lal bgepcy^ ive b^oTB to have beea tiue ; nor has 
ks veracity ever beea questiolied by tke kigUy 
iGspectable individual who is liaealiy descended 
&IHP, aiid dill in possession of the property so ac<i 
tfmied^ m^d entaiied oh hun by the Old MnxBR 
er £LtiRro. 

Some time about a hundred yeai:8 ago, iheto 
lived in the pariah of Kirkcowsa^ an honest in« 
dnstiioys miller, who bad a large family to ipain«^ 
taid ; which, from the pressure of the times, and 
the rigour of a severe landlord, bug kept him 
struggling amidst a maae of difficulties, from whicb 
he saw ho method of extricating himself 9 and lat*. 
terly to add to his misfortuiiesy a hoot of conflict- 
ing evils overtook him as if by a simuhaneoua 
compaict, ^is Crops failed ;^-<^liiB cattle dled;«-«« 
petson who owed him a sumi of money became 
bankrupt, and fled to a fpreign hind. His laod« 
lotd, becoming impatient, distrained for the rent^ 
and carried off the little that disease had spavedi* 
In short, such a concatenation of evils^ following 
each other in such rapid suecession, \\x)u2d hav^ 
led ad ordinary observer to infer, that he had 
been sii^led out as a mark f<nr the arraws of Di*- 
vine wrath. 
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. Under^ all theae accomalatbg saflforings, tbe 
fortitude of the.Teteraa nerer foisook hiou No 
impatieiit murmurs, no captions repioiags ever 
escaped bis lip9*-^He could look back witb, gra- 
titude, for tbe mercies be bad eojoyed^ and for* 
ward witb bope tbat tbe scourge wbich cbasteu- 
ed bim^ would not afflict for ever. 

After tbe lapse of a few years, bis affairs be- 
gan {pradually to take a EavoumUe turn ; and. for- 
tune, as if weary of persecuting, bad resoiv^d to 
recompence bim for all bis past sufferings* > His 
&mily successively left bim, and formed establisb- 
ments for . tbemsdves ; and instead of a bnrdeo^ 
became bis support. In process of time, bis landU 
lord was called on to pay tbe arears of tbat debt 
be owed to *^ bane and mortal custom,'^ and waS' 
succeeded by one of a more merciful cbaracter.^ 
He became tranquil ; be < became bappy $ be 
could mark witb transport^ cbastened by ^ grati- 
tude, that the sun shone, that tbe dew fell, . tbat 
tbe flowers bloomed, and that tbe earth gave forth 
its fruits ; the smiles of . peace, and tbe comforts 
of rustic prosperity shed their genial influence 
around bis bmnble cottage ; and happiness, like » 



TRli: MILLElft. OFELDSm. 869 

ckfpaitkig sonbaoD, spread a ray of mellow iadi- 
^mee^ iatnind tke weather«*beateii temples' of ^the 
tAd imller. 

^ : When we stated that all fais fiuiuly. had lefk 
kim, we. simply meant all who hadamved at 
yeafs of maturity. One.son sdll remained at homes 
the child of his old age, ami the atoost excla9ive 
cAjjeot of his afiectioD^ JcJin'was now in his 
twelfth year, beautiful as the Hbori of eas- 
tern superstition, and frolicsome as the kid of 
his native mountains. While he was, as has al«> 
ready been said, the pride of his doating parents, 
he was at the same time the universal favou^ 
rite of the simple inhabitants {£ the lonely glen 
ib which they resided $ and he having bieen from 
his infancy permitted to wander about without 
restraint, his approach was hailed by the juvenile 
inmates of every cottage with shouts of joyful 
welcome, an4 his departure was wept. with, teara 
o^ unfeigned regret. 

This uidimited indulgence in his vagrant pro. 
pensities, was frequently the source of seriooa 
alarni to his fond parents; often liad.the jtoss^ 
f&miiaiusol the glen been called out under a get* 
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BiM 8eaix;h*warnmty and the emtb yotrtii diieflU 
v^iei in sitiiHtmti thst made tke blood vwii 
with horror at his immineiit danger. Ajt 6i» tbtm 
ht was sete oh dfe fince of 4 firi^tfid preblpioe 
is stearcbofahawk^s aeety cimgiog 13i»aliohQii M 
die loek^ wbete oiiib Mae sUdp moat hai^ betft 
&tid to him; at another he iVaa dUcbrvMd siul^ 
pended from the brandh of an oU elol Aat orei^* 
hong a dreadful watey&ll> dpoitidg and gamUiflg 
#Ter the boiling ab]ra% Uke a s^alio w in nud air^ 
nOr would he evev desoerid froin his perilana ae** 
dhity^ till a bill of iDd^mnitjr faakd passed both 
honsssyimdreceiyed the royal assent in dnelbrm* 
. One fine day id snnuner, he Went o6t, as he 
sui^to fiah in iiaib fatum ; but not ooaung hoibe at 
die inne dxpeeted^ some perboa wa9 sent in qeest 
df him, who^ after a long amd fimitless ilearc^^ re* 
ttarncd toith the iidb^i-^tthBt he wis not tx> be 
flamd. This was thesignal> as lusual^ for a gei&e* 
ral turn-out, when all his haunts were q||Aicsd» 
the. pool beneath the caAarabt whs dsagged^ and 
every ether meassre tesoctcd to that, thqr hoped 
m^ht lead to ' a disooteryr, hot no traee of him 
eodd be fmuid, aU tfehBt hgr of hipi had nmr- 
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ly expired, when a joyful cry arose that he 
tseen approaching. His father, whose agonies 
had hitherto disqoalified ^im from taking any 
share in the deliberations of his friends, no soon^ 
er heard that he was returning in ieipparent safe^ 
ty, than his terrors gave way to his passion and 
he snatched up a rod for the purpose of inflicting 
a signal chastisement for his delinquency.; but on 
witnessing the woful condition in which the boy 
was, eyery other feeling was lost in anxiety and 
commiseration. His clothes were sofied iitith 
mire andlitendly reduced to rags, his hands and 
fine features were lacerated to the bone and co-^ 
vered with blood, his head was bat«, and hier 
bright sunny locks were matted and twisted likft 
ropes. In short, 1\Q was in the most miserable 
pligjbt t)iat can well b^ conceived. . 

All hands were immediately set to work ;. and 
whilst one party were busily employed in bathings 
and appljring stjrptics to bis wopnds, and freeing 
him from the fihh, in which bis person was; shroud- 
edy another were overwhelming him with an inun- 
dation of questions, as to where he had been, and" 
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hom he 4}aiii&to be nangled i> such a skookangf 
mMm^y-Mo- fdl of whicb he listened without o& 
i^omg the leart reply^ SMitftaiiiiBgy on the c^^ 
liikjr> Ml iiifiexible sile&ce, which neither the en* 
tMftlite IMT threats of his fMnetits could induce 
htm t» hwsk, tiH, wearied to de&th with their im- 
jportoniiies^ he desired to he put to bed^ and left 
U» Ub Jtipose, which was ^actaatly eomptied 
vMi, after every attempt to eUcit au etplanatioii' 
hodtiiied; 

Id the meantiiDe^ however, a couaeit of hid 
tmofig^ who assembled foy the poipose of soleraet 
iiwestigatioay supplied the plaeeoffhots^ <^ which 
ikAy -were deficieoft^ with- abwodaoce of surmises 
and coajecteses ; fer, whSst o«e party rouodly 
as8mAed> thatia hifr lonely haimtshe had^met-some 
wandering detacfaaaentpf fiiiiries^ who hadattempt-«i 
edto.oaivy'IiiDveff tofmry4etid, and tha^ after 
ib^'giaghiDK 

. ^ ,iliinMM>wk and tiuroii^ britov 

they bid b^5 corfifeUed tq i^Uxgpi^U hm ^^ 
^W ^yipj i^pea coi^wtt^ iji bioad dajr-Ught, 
and ih the face of the l^essed sun, when their 
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power to do mischief i^ very liout^'; . OUiers 
s|if i9>e€l, that as ^e lia4 be^ in^ljiQ bajbit tf ptejr- 
log oflf a number of pf^ic^I, jol^.Qfi fU|k.old^a«' 
D^, wl|p waa repdtod a wiM^ stofh 99 tWf^nU 
lag her favourite q^t^^ ^ttm IWPpft«^W into, b^r 
tofaacco.pipe> and ptbe^, oC Vk siiiulai: oatiifffy for 
the^e^e had isep^tejly hep» h^rf) to vp^.vw« 
geaQce agajj;ift bii^fr7^th»t eh» lis^ lygjtobod W 
op{K>rtiu^ty of sfiziiig ^m in ap u|)gM9^^:ioQ. 
loent, and bad bandit lupoi 01^ to 040 pC fafsr, fi|- 
soiiUars^ fpogi w^iose roHgb; difl^iplJ^^l^W^^ftp- 
ed in such s^ wqfel etat§ of dj^i^iray^ This b«- 
ii^g a|p»ed to on all biu^s .^ the «wfe FP^dwWp 
conjcptuKi ^ cpj«ifiil brpk^e up, .Tfee s^(^ 
ifjiring to tib^ij: le^peptiv^ bftmfis, b^lfl. jmiog 
.^cj^yene wi tjio ^jt^ of fn^il^ifl^t tba(t oboHld 
>(^.a^ardod, ^^^d a^y tbU^ c^s^ Qu|t> .<)p tJiis 
^i«9md ez#mmM<>fi of tjbe I^r tp ioc^^ti^ faer. 
Xte youpg^r partyj still jpauttering threaten ds^ 
Hn^ portentpflfi, \f ^re % pjppiCfedHig to inm&^dir 
|i^ extrem^tiei;^ without %ther ^^» b^ tb^y 
jDpt been ^thhel^ by the ptbers. Tbay deplai»d^ 
however, that^ should any thing like the ^MflV 

.oJF.^ndencp s^I^^r against b% tbpy w:o»U for 

* q2 
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once anticipate the sword of justice, and send 
her in search of the celestial mansions^ on the 
wings ol a flaming tar-barrel. 

Some days elapsed before the hoy was so well 
as to hold converse with his friends, and when he 
did speak, it was only on general subjects : For, 
1U9 soon as his misfortanes were so much as even 
hinted at, every muscle of his countenance seefm- 
ed convulsed with agony, which, after exhibiting 
itself in every shade of mental suffering, subsided 
into a fit of sullen and inflexible taciturnity. 'fflnB 
led to a new 'train ot conjectures on the myste. 
rious accident. For, whilst some asserted that 
he was under the baleful influence of an evil fye, 
others gave it as their decided opinion, that the 
original was still in fttry-laad, while the counter- 
feit in their possessfon, left them as a most un- 
worthy representative of their beautiful favouiite^ 
was perhaps a log of wood, or, what was more 

r 

likely, one of their own unps, wholiad.been tdbs- 
formed into his partial likeness^ by the deluship 
arts of these pigmy dealers in the met^p^- 
ehbsis. 

Acting on this bdief, they would hate pTobeed- 
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ed to immedbite trial by the fiery ordeal, had 
-they not been xestrained by another reflection, 
which was, that although nothing could be more 
passive, under the action of fire, than a billet of 
wood ; yet, on the other hand, it was equally pro- 
bable, that a *^ spirit from the dark abyss^' might 
not possess sufficient philosophy to endure the ex- 
periment without wincing under its infliction.-^ 
Nay, so capricious were they supposed to be, 
that, in their hurry to escape from the atmosphere 
ef the hostile element^ they were in the habit of 
exploding on the spot, with a report like a hand^ 
grenade^ and made no scruple to carry either the 
noof, or side of the house, with them in their re*, 
tteat, without once reflecting on the injury the 
proj^etor might thereby sustain* For these last 
reasons, they were induced topeiinit things to re- 
main as they were for a short time, in the hope 
that sometliing might turn out in the chapter of 
accidents, that would enable them to throw some 
additional light on this most mysterious aflfair. 

A* few days afterwards, when the youth had at- 
tained to such a state of convalescence as to be 
enabled to leave his bed, he begged his father to 
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iodboffMh^r faim ki « dboft Sureik^ and it&vifl^ im^ 
perbeptiUy dfawB IntA ibto a aequestei^ coiti^ 
^f^IieiKleii^ he-, wlthmdch li^ttttidQ, sudsbnie 
^mba^msameol:^ <cdniteeiioed by infenmog hitt^ 
tiMit dtbongh the present was an appdrtnuilf ht 
bad in()i»t aoxio'aaly wished fbr, y^, fhwitbelil 
nikediiattnr^<>f tbe 'comniibiit»itioh he w» per^ 
mitted to make, hb iras aifinud it would afford Ut;; 
tle'saliiBftotion to a parent whom be hxi ao Hiuofa 
leason to honour and respect^ and tftat fa^ flilt no<^ 
tiling ISO peunfid as the circumstance of poasessidg 
a secret^ whidi he dared not communicate eveti Id 
him ;•— ^that SHch, however, was his hard destiny, 
and patient snbibisikion was the only dkettaative 
left him* He solemnly assured him^ that ifae'dread<» 
fal mptcties in his possession^ and to w4iie1i hia 
fortunes were indissolubly linked^ were n^t of llts 
own seekii^, but imposed on him by a ciiain of 
ejwatft, oy^ Which he neither then, nor at liny* sM)* 
sequent period, could ever possess ti^ "^hVM 
contiioly and the key to which oMist former 'te^ 
main locked npin the inneimost recesses of'^Is 
own 'bosom, othen^ise a terrible &te awaiMd hiiu ; 
-T-th«t> in all time cooitng) eVery tfamg oOnnedoe^ 
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Wtdila»c(iim fertitties^ thtt ht daircd GOMAimic^tlM, 
dkduld be 4oiie ilreidlf , latid withcM atty MfKbh^ 
tk»| ; and wh^ iie wis silent on Blajr eiilis^Gttlrtk 
slight appear mystTerious, he begged that tii#)r 
would abstain from barassti^ him Ivith ^udstfa^biy 
^pdilch coaid aDswter tio other ^rpc^e^ than that 
of rendering him miserable, without the posfiiMliu 
ty of eliciting any thing from hiiti on iheise fbibid'i- 
clen 6ubjeet& He expressed his sincere regret^ ^l 
being thus oompeUed^ to dictate lo parents^ whoad 
evay word had Intherto Been a law to him. Bdt 
as BO other idternatiye was left Mm^ he eonsidei^ 
it bis duty to be as explicit, as the nature of bis ih^ 
ligations would permit him. No appaient want of 
filial afieetion on his part would, he truste(^ iddtfi^ 
them to seek farther explanations, litor^eir ll^lffii 
return to the rerolting subject, ¥i4i!cli, ^e^^ 
that momoitj froze the current df ^ife in h& tb» 
iom, and shed a moral mildew oVe^ all the ndCif^ 
^ei^es of Ihs souU His suflbrings heit beoonta 
evident. He seated himseif on a stone, and 
dasping his hands together^ bowed his head on hii) 
knees, and gaVe way to Ibis flings. His lijpd 
moved, but no sound was heard. At last, slowly 
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,raiBibg himselfi he^ in a humed aianner, begged 
Jii^ faither would bear with him a little long^r^ as 
he had still a task to perform in which he pro- 
misedjo be brief, as he felt himself at that mor 
^ment unequal to a protracted narrative. 

He then proceeded to state, that it had been 
.communicated to him, that as sooo as hehad reach- 
ed his sixte^pth year, he would discover a hidden 
treasure, which would eventually lay the founda* 
tion of his future happiness and prosperity, and 
which would forever emancipate him from that 
state of mysfterious thraldom in which he was to 
be hdd during the intervening period ;<— that pre. 
Tious to the arrival of that happy day^ however, 
many dreadful triak awaited him ; that he must 
become not only acquainted with, but a partici- 
pator in, scenes of horror of which human lan- 
guage could never convey an adequate idea, nor 
could human eye behold, unassisted by a superior 
intelligence, without sinking forever under the 
blight of the dreadful vision : — and what must add 
to their appalling terrors, was the cheerless pro- 
flipect, that they must be endured aloue^and with^ 
out amurmur« 
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He- therefore earnestly begged that at those, pe^ 
xiods when he was compelled to absent hiaiaelf^ 
DO attempts should be made^ on the part of hi$; 
friends^ either to detain or watch him^ as^ in either 
case, they must not only prove abortiye in them- 
selves, but would add materially to his sufferings ; 
—that no human power could shorten the time of 
Jbis probation one minut^ but that much might be 
done on their part, by a prudent forbearance, to 
render it more tolerable. He cautioned his father 
against being over communicative amongst his 
{riends, respecting this mysterious subject ; observ- 
ing^ that while with his mother he w*ished him to 
have no reserve, with others he trusted he would 
exercise his own discretion, on a subject where 
discussion could only lead to idle surmise or boot- 
less investigation — and now, appearing to sufier 
under exhaustion of spirit, he es^pressed a wish to 
return home. 

During this interview, the boy seemed to be 
labouring under some mysterious restraint : His 
agitation sometimes amounted to agony, which 
manifested itself by the convulsive shiverings 
which shook his frame— by his eye wildly 'fixed 
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on TScancy, and his voice, which occasionalljr 
sunk to ivfaispers, as if conscious of the pTesence d 
&- third pevson \;vhom be dared not recognise. 
' They returned in silence, each occupied by hiit 
own. bad i?eflections, and from that day forward^ 
the youth's manners and appearance underwent 
such a total change, as in some measure to justify 
flie surmises of his friends, as before stated. All 
that elastic playfulness of chslilicter, that wild ex- 
ttberance of youthful joy, the perpetual smile that 
Wantoned round his mouth, and dimpled hb che^ 
the quips and pranks that not only set the table 
tn a roar, biit often the idllage in an uprosu*, all^ 
sdl were fled, and fled forever ! A pale, sickly 
melancholy had supplanted the roses and lilies o^ 
blooming health, and spread a cast of pensive 
thoughtfulness and chilling reserve over his still 
beautiful features, his steps were slow, solemn, and 
measured; he no longer sought the society of his hi- 
therto favouredassociat^s, but shunned with as much 
kvidity, as he once had courted them; he seemed 
by one vast stride to have overstepped the period 
of adolescence altogether, as his whole thoughts, 

w 

words and actions, were those of a man ripe in 
years, and mature in experience. 
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dile y6ar of -bis pitobation glided Weiitfy ^wajf. 
}l6 had Ml a few instances absented himself, and 
veturned mach in the same state ias at first ; but 
ins parents, having been prepared to <?xpect those 
aberrations, were less affected than thejr otiier- 
wise might hkve been^ and permitted them to 
jpass over as qtiietly as possible. 

The ministcfr of the parish having heard some^ 
• IhiBg of these mjBterious occnrrences, which 
lie, wiA mfich seeming probsabaity, attributed to 
some mental illusion, sent for the mafler, and afitet 
Slaving learned from him ai! that he could res* 
feting them, he earnestfy exhorted him to b^ 
fi^uent in his religious ekercises, to cause hi0 
ton daily to read a portion of the holy scriptures; 
and if rtiR necessary, he suggested the propriety 
of hying him iknder some personal testraint^ tilt 
hie should be weaned from these solitary wander- 
ing propensities^ and visionary hallucinations, 
which were forever sapping the foundations of his 
health and spirits. The miller promised to be 
guided by his counsel, should circumstances in 
fntnre render it uecessary. 

Another year passed away without proddcSng' 
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any occurrence worthy of notice. The boy^s fits 
•of absence were more fi^equeot, aad his bodily saf- 
ierings seemed to increase in proportion. He was 
.sometimes confined a week after one of these ex- 
cursions before he <iould go abroad again, Anor 
^her particular may be noted here^ namely, that 
during the first year he always disappeared early 
in the day, and in most instances returned towards 
evening ; but now he'^seldom left home till twilight, 
^d the night was sometimes far advanced hefoi^ 
he came back. 

At last the third aind final year of his; noviciate 
ccMumenced^ and brought along with it smh an 
accumulation of misery as threatened soon to t|Br- 
minate his misfortunes bv death. . His whole 
manner and appearance underwent a dreadful 
change. His visage, from being pale, became 
l^aggard^and ghastly*— his eyes wild and sisaing^ 
his step quick and irregular ; often starling and 
looking around with cautious dread, as if he ex- 
pected at every comer to encounter a lurking 
foe. He also absented himself more frequentl}'^, 
and always in the night-time. Seldonpi a week 
^ow elapsed, without his spending a night from 
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faoiiie^ and when he retornedyit wasr in such a state 
of exhaustion^ that he required' help to undress 
himself. 

His friends began now iir earnest to be alarm- 
ed for his life, and urged his father, by every ar- 
^ gument their fears could suggest, to interpose his 
authority, and detain him at home, by concUiatioh 
jf possible, but should he^ become refractory, to^ 
have recourse to coercion. To this he at last gave 
a reluctant consent, itrso far as parental authority 
might be extended without violence, declaring at 
the same time, that he would' never lend his sanc^ 
tiou to stronger measures than might be obtained; 
by exhortation or command; He therefore took 
an early opportunity of laying the sum of this 
conference before his son, and' earnestly begged 
tliat he would tiiake an effort to break the fetters 
in which he was bound, and become once mere 
amenable to the laws which knit society together— 
laws, which formed the most essential link in the 
chain of social order, and' which he had violated^ 
by withdrawing himself 'from his species, and 
forming a connexion with a race bf beings over 
whom their moral infliience coidd not be extended. 
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He therefore Qommsuided hiipa, oi^ hif^ filial aJU 
le^ifuice, to re&aip. favsa a|ifeq|ti||g. faioasi^lf i^tb- 
out his special permission^ and to implore the fyltr 
gyyfsneaa of Qpd for former desdiotioQ^j $mi| for 
assistiMice in eo^Uiiig him to hx^^ the ufihldlow- 
ed compact into v^hicb he bad beqa ipf^vertently 
dr^wn* • • 

The bcHT listened' to this addi^ess with teaisa 
^tresjiming from his eyes, and 9p^ld only reply \jif 
9 mpiumf nt sha]^e of the hieadjt and. a wild ej;c]A-> 
matipfl of, <^Q ^ fath^y r^emb^ wh^ I told y^Uy 
and ^Q. not kill me oatiight !^ 

Hi9 frieodsi stU! bent on extremkies, WS^ ^P 
fathi^r to try ^mother ft^peridfent <wi.l|jfP> ^thf^ 
kniQw the you^h h^ a deq) ^pse of hj^ religioiw 
iuti«,.tl„y thought, by «n««u>g him i, thp «», 
lema exercises of devotioj;^, ^bpitf 't^P tip^e Iif^ 
usually disappearpdi they wQfild detain bim» by 
protraipting it till the faf^l kotVf vfas past^ ^jkX { 

th^t mc^s,.sev^r t|iQ ujy^iq hqi^^ wh|pji, iij| fbf H 

simplicity of theip hw% tbj^y hpl?PWA W «w?l8 
manner linked his d^l^y- widi th;^ t»f aa^e $)gei^ 

» # ■ 

of the world of spirit)?, ^fc^iifg^^ tb}^ hpfife J^ 
s^n as the eveflkig; ^lo^ ii^ ||i(5 JfpjjflfibftW w«f 
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aaeinbled for familjr woiahipy ki wUcIi the y oittii 
joined:ivith aa ardour of feelings which seemed 
<to juBlify theiir most sangume hopes ; but ia gsi. 
ikastutyvAea ail eyes wre fixed on him, he gafe 
.B fljuldeii start and q^og from his seat. Those 
that were nearest attempted to lay hold on hkir^ 
I bat with a single bound, he eluded their gi^p, and 
«diB2^peared in a moment. 
. On anotfaor octaMon^ (for his neoturaal wans- 
derisgi wove now constant and unremitting}, his 
iiiienda were resolved to be move on their guard ; . 
-and when called together for t}ie purpose of ofl^- 
iagup the evening SatH&e^, they jsecured the 
jdoor by locking it, and canying away the key. 
^he boy boieame sensible of di^r intentions, and. 
instantly took the alarm. His #hole manner be- 
came agitated ;->^h6treifiibled as in anr ague fit ;r- 
Imgedropsof cold sweat bedewed his temj^es, 
iand^ &llmg oa his Igiees, he implored merey i& 
tile most pathetic terms ; assuring them, that they 
might kail,^ but could not detun^ him, and declar- 
ing that he could not join in the service of tfaie 
«ireni»g, till restored fully to^ his- liberty. 

lis bther seemed moved by his agony, and 
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made an effort to rise, for the purpose of anlodc- 
ijig the door, but was .restrained bjr his. other 
friends, who exhorted him to be firm for his son's 
sake, as now was the time to free him &om the 
thraldopi in which he was held by some imp of 
darkness, who had inveigtod him into some unho- 
. ly compact, which was alike subversive of. hb 
health and peace of mind in this world, and his 
hopes of hapfttness ia the next. * Silenced, though 
not convinced by their reasoning, he was about to 
resume his seat, when the boy started up, and 
.uttering the most piercing screams, called out,<-«- 
^* Oh ! they come, they come 1 For my.8akeifor 
vour own sakes, for God's sake detain me not a 



moupk^nt longer — a single moment may be fatal to 
.us all. !'' When* claspiqg his hands, and casting 
. np his eyes, with a IocJl of unutterable despair, he 
exclaimed, '^ O, have mercy heaven, or^I am lest 
forever." At that ins|;ant they became,8en8ib|e %Ji 
a low moaning sound, like the noise of a distant 
waterfall, which seemed rapidly to approach, 
and with increasing intonation. The evening 
was calm, not a breath 8%hed through the wiou- 
dpws of the flexiUe popW, nor awolsLe the moun. 
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i.^u feth from its tWilight repose into a graceful 
^DuflexioDy yet as the voice drew heater^ it bor6 
some resemblance to the howl of a mighty tem« 
pest, combined with the rush of a descending c^ 
taract ; the cottage was shaken to its foundation; 
tmd heaved as if tossed on the billows of an iearth- 
qnake-^every cheek was blanched "with terror^ 
and tSie youth, falling on his knees, cried, with a 
voice of piercing agony, '* Oh, save my father ! 
he ii^ innocent." 

' The old man now rose, with dignity in his man- 
ner, and demanding the key, opened the door, 
and said, *' Go, my unhappy son, and fulfil your 
destinies, whatever they may be ; only, before jroa 
depart, implore the protection of Almighty God." 
The bbjK, With an impressive solemnity of man* 
ner, ^raspc^ his hand, and exclaimed, '^ May 
God btesd you, my fatherj and protect me," and 
dartikig out, idisappeared atmidst the gloom. 

• r 

A Single week of the probationary period was 
dnly now tb- run— one week more, an4 John will 
haveattdned his sixteenth year,- vvhen health; li- 
l>erl:ir and opulence, his promised rfewarSs, are 
to be realised s and yet, hear as the day- 6f his 

R 
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emaQcipatioa was^ his ghastly coantenanoe and 
«iQaciated figure, afforded Uttle room for hope to 
jis3t on, that he shoold ever eojoy any of these 
prospective blessings. His oonstitatio^n, long on 
the decliae^ seined of late to be rapidly giving 
ivay under the pressure of his bodily and mental 
8ii£feruigs« He was now so weak that he requir-. 
(pd assistance, both in rising and lying down ^-^-a 
feverish thirst consumed his vitals, and a hectic 
bloom threw a shade of unearthly beauty over 
his sunken features and cadaverous skin ^-^ndeed, 
so fai: as short-sighted man could set a date to 
mortal existence, his earthly pilgrinmge seemed, 
drawing near its termjpation. 

|t appeared surprising to his frbnds, diat con«. 

oidering the state of helpless deUlity in wUph h<| 

lingered throughout the early pai^ of the day,^ 

he should have been enabled to have left hia 

home as the shades of evening closed in, and to 

haive wandered none knew wh?ie, during the drea* 

ry watck of a bleak December ni|^t,. exposed to 

the chilling blasts and hissing tempest of a wintry 

8ky» without sinking under the e^ort :-J>ut strange^^ 

ap it might appear,^ still, as the evening ndvanoedj^^ 
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he seemed to be inspired with fresh ardour^ and 
flitted about the house with the noiseless step of 
aa animated shadow. As thd time of his depar- 
ture drew near, he became restless and imeasy^ 
frequently going to the door, and looking out as 
if in expectation of something he wished, yet 
dreaded to see^^ till at last he finadly disappeared, 
but so quietly that a considerable time often dapb- 
sed before his absence was discoyered. 

The eventful morning at last dawned, that was 
to wind up the destinies, and terminate the suf- 
ferings of the miller's once beautiful son* The 
boy had been just put to bed, and some simple 
restorative administered to him, when he sunk 
into a. slumber ; but so restless and disturbed did 
be appear during its continuance, that his mother 
was more than once on the point of wakening 
bind. He tossed his arms about with violent ges- 
turesy sometimes .his hands were spread and held 
up, ' as in the act of supplication, and the next 
moment they were firmly clenched and placed in' 
the attitude of defiance—Jtis features at the same 
time^. changing with the rapidity of thought, to 

the expression of the most opposite passions. At 

R 2 
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last athroeof keener agony awoke bim;-— he start- 
ed up^ and seeing his mother seated beside him, 
told her that he could not rest, and begged 
she would call his father, as he wished to s^end 
as much of the day as vi^a permitted him, in ex- 
ercises of devotion* This was cheerfully com<- 
jplied with^ and it p^sed over in alternate sop. 
j^cations at the throne of grace, and praises ^^ 
fered up fit>m hearts oyerflowing with gratitude 
for past mercies, and ifflplorisg with humble con- 
fidence, the protection of Him^ who ^* rides the 
whirlwind, and rules the storm.'' 

The short winter day began now to cloise in, 
with all the indicatiobs of aaaf^woaching tempest ; 
the wind swept in hollow gust^ down the glen, 
emitting a siiUen murmUr as it raved through thb 
leafless forest ;^^uge maflses t)f vapodr^ dark and 
lowering, were borne before it. Onwards they 
came, in dreadful succession) Voknni^ lifter Vo* 
lume, tumbling and rolling Hke the siw^ke of ii vd^ 
cano, and assuming the mosfc fantastic shapes as 
they whirled in rapid alternatioik around the brow 
of a neighbouring mountain. Peals of dietant 
Ihunder reverba^ted in trembling echoes fit>m 
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hill to hill; Bl^ty mingled with hail^«aiB# with 
bttlec fury^ borne on befoie the resistless bhsl« 
Th^^fwrit of the storm, had whetted his mows^ 
and seiomed to be appioaching in ^U his tesrefs*^ 
Th& bojr had adsen^ and appeared more coBeotoil 
tbm he had for some time been* H« spoke ofthe^ 
'pmk of the approaiJiing evening with a degne 
of freedom he had never hitherto done^ and of tliQi 
tempest that darkened its features^ as of something 
he. had not only foreseen, but as a necessary in* 
iMarument^ ,i» the handsiof an invisSile ag«iti fi)r 
lH*ingijsg abftiil Us uldmate suGcess* 

He cautioned them against being too much a^ 
larmed on his account^ as he trusted, that witk 
whatever dread it might inspire ^others, it would' 
pass harmless over his own head. 

He hinted at the possibility of his not return- 
ing that night ; and should that be the case, he as?- 
sured them it should rather be received as a projaff- 
that his sufferings bad met the promised reward, 
tban the source, of idle terror. He next laid a so*, 
lemn injunctioa on them, that they should not 
leave the house till the sun rose, when they were 
to search for him down the glen, where, in all 
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probability, be would be found, and in such s 
iwtuation as to lequiie their aid* He ssud he was 
well aware that his &iends would not retire to' 
rest that night, but would spend die greater part 
of it in prayer. He begged that his fother would 
be earnest in his supplications in his behalf $ and 
that he^ Telying with full confidence in the divine 
protection, left them with an assurance that their' 
next meeting should be under hapjpier circumstan*^ 
ces, and that the next morning sun that shone on 
him, should witness his final emancipation from- 
the state of moral subjugation in which he had so 
long been held, aind would openup a vista of pro- 
spective happiness in wlHch they should'all parti- 
cipate^ unimpaired by any of these mysterious 
' wanderings, which had rendered his few past years 
so miserable. He again strictly cautioned them 
against being induced to venture out, or to permit 
any circumstance, how apparently alarming soever 
it BNgbt be, to decoy them over the threshold 
that night for a single moment, as, by doing so, 
they ni^ould compromise their own safety, with- 
oitt^the possibility of serving him. 
His friends were rejoiced to witness his altered 
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manner and cheerful conntenance ; but his father, 
who saw deeper^ soon discovered that his firinnesa 
^aa aH assumed, in wliich idea he was confirmed ^ 
by bis fluctuating features and shivering frame, 
which seemed to shrink from the perils be was 
that night dodmed to encomiter. As the storm iu« 
creased his terrors appeared to keep pace with it. 
He cast many a look of dismay to the door ; and 
at lai^t, clasping his hands in agOny, he cried, in a 
subdued voice, *^ May God protect you all, and 
grant we may once more meet in safety>'''«-so 
saying be mshed out of the bouse. 

His departure deemed to be the isigiial for the 
princeof the powers of the air to unchain his subor- 
dinate spirits^ and to pour out the vials of infernal 
wrath on the heads of a gtdlty world* The tempest 
increased with tenfold fury, bearing every thing 
before it in its resistless career ;«— the thunder beir 
lowed with unlremitting succession ; the lightning 
flashed in awful corruscations ; the mingled hail^ 
sleet, and rain descended in torrents ; the bi^k 
was swollen to a river, and rushed past with the 
nois&of a cataract ; — order and organisation seemed 
fast sinking under their last final struggle, and the 
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prediction, of the poet appealed al^out to be yeri« 
fie^, tl|at ''<^^apa was cgmi^ ?^^^\ 

Thi? dreadful tunupil coi^tinaed till midntg^ 
n^j^ rather ipcr^ai^ A^ n^y stjc, iu}defiii^blQ liorrr 
ror wapx^teij iaje^blp chanv^ters gn every, 
coiintenaf)C(^ under this.niill^A Jiu^nble. roof ; tl^ey. 
wiahed for^ yet trfonblied at the appr^pb of mprn-^ 
ipg— every eye wasfiUc^d with tears, and eyeiy ' 
heart oppressed .with, the darkest fqi;ebpding£i« At 
last a flasl^. of lightnjag^ so int^s^y ,yivi4 that it 
filledjth^ wh9le,hQU5e..with its radia^ce^ y^9^ sup- , 
ceeded by a peal, sq astonishing, that the fouuda-^ 
tion? of, thg e^rtb s(^med to yij^rat^^to it3 centre, 
and of such continuanfje^th^ it might well have , 
been mistaken for thp last agoniped groan, of ^x- 
piring nature. As soon as it subsided, the p^m^;r 
exclaimed^ ^ Thank God the bolt is now fallen, a^^' 
the storm will soon pass away.'^ 

The event justified hisprediction, for soon af- 
ter, the thunders began to die away in distant jn\u^^ 

4 

murs, the yoice of the tempest washu^ed ipto ^ 
silence, and the contending elements, as if ex-_ 
h^ust^ by their late dreadful conflict,. sunK. into^ 
repose. 
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Day now dawned^ and by the thnie the i^oi^^t 
ip^ a^iidce.vvaA oyer, the sun, had ris^n^yFhen,aIl 
ro3h^.Qut*:rT-B)it. whstt a 8^ex\^ of d.e$p)atio|i me^ 
thpey^i Tre«% shiy^^.byligbjlpj|?goroi(ei*uj^ 

edbythe fiuy»o^ the blasts lay sqatteied acquj^4 
ia every direptiqn ;.h<ws^, 4^nuded of[ tl^dpr cqv]^ 
i^gSy^^d Ipft t^i^,hufliy^ iapiatea ei^ppsiedl to.tlje 
f^cy otthe elefpents; hpge masses of rofcl; had d^ 
tgjsb^d theiQselyi^s froni the oiomitsda, and tumb-; 
linj^ 4own, oj^a^^ti^ th® c^aimel of th& riyulet 
ihat flowed by, tvhicb^ tbop^tithadi^Q^sflbs^df; 
ed ivithin it^ bank^, still contiiiae4,tp hraw^ afi^ 
iniiciqqr with, impatient velocity* A dex^se co... 
ronet . o£ dtfsj^y yapo«)r ];ested on thp moantain^B, 
brow ; bnt sp. still and motionless did it appear^ 
an4 its figi^re, wap d^fii)^ l)y suph.s^^ sha^esa, 
of outUi\e5 ^h^t ijb, ^jB)tmjght hftiVQ, iM^mii^lsdb^ 
forjw aijti^nt fprtfci^ jy^p^, tjro^s.apd battter. 
m^nt^ virere gilded by. the beams of the x^fig siu|«^ 
The search now com^ieaced. acqordif^g to the. 
iosti^ctiona they had ii^ceiyed, and th^y proc^-^, 
ed down the glen by the side of the burn^ follow* 
ing all its sixmosities^ and exaqo^ning every ph^:e■. 
with the minutest -scrutkiy, Jbut no trac^ of the 
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boy could be found. At last, when tbey were on 
the point of abandoning th^ search in that di« 
xection^ his father, who was stiQ foremost, inE^rm- 
ed them that he bad discovered the fresh print of 
bis feet* This gave a new stimulus to their *eflR>rts, 
and on following a little farther down, they came 
to a laige oak treey which grew on the very bride 
of the stream, and which had been struck with 
Hj^tning and clef); in two, the one half falUng 
across the bum, and the other threatening to fol- 
low on the very fost blast of wind. A considerable 
portion of the bank had 'been forced into the 
stream by the electric fluid, which left a deep ex* 
cavation from the edge of the water to the dis- 
tance of some hundred yards backwards. At the 
bottom of this chasm the youth was discovered 
seated on a stone, but in such a state of exhaus- 
tion, that he appeared to be deprived of both 
speech and motion ; he seemed however to be con- 
scious Of their approach, as a faint smile played 
upon his lips, but all muscukr action was 
suspended. They raised him in their armst and 
were about to remove him, when he made an ef- 
fort with his hand, and pointed to the opposite 
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bmk* Th€ir eyes followed the direction of his^ 
Soger, and they discovered a large copper ves-*' 
sel, of very antique workmanship^ deeply embed- 
ded in the earth.— A very little labour freed it 
bcm the place where, in all probability, it had 
reposed for ages; and whatever were its con- 
tentfl, it reqniied two of the stoutest men present 
to remove it from its place of concealment. John 
was carried home Cqor was the precious vessel 
foigotten,) where, by care and proper tieatment, 
he was seen restored to his wonted health,' nor 
did he ever afterwards manifest the slightest de« 
sire to return to bis nocturnal wanderings. 

No peraon (that* is to say, the world;) ever 
knew, what the mighty vase contained ; but th^re 
are certain analogies, from which something may 
be gathered, such as, that sibout a year or two af- 
terwards, an extensive landed proprietor in a 
neighbouring parish, whose circumstances having 
got into a state of embarrassment, was reduced - 
to the necessity of disposing of four farms by pub* 
lie sale. 

One fine morning, in June, the miller's old * 
Bucephalus was led to the door, accompanied 



268 THS MILLSH OF ELDRIG. 

by a beautifiil Galloway poney for his favouidte 
aoQ« They mounted, bein^ equipped as if for a. 
long jourii^, and their departure gaire rise to 
iiaich speculation in the neighbouriioody both as- 
to itsl distance and object. In a few weeks^ 
however, they returned firom£4inburgh» the mil- 
ler having effected the purchase of the above pro*< 
perty ; and he was hailed by the joyful acclama'^ 
tions of lus rustic. neigbbouiB ^s *^ Laird of Craig« 
ancogle." 

He lived, many years aftmr these events had 
paasedfliwiiy ; nor would he ever leave the null, 
nor abandon his humble proG^on ;--^and when at 
last he was gathered, to his fethers, it was fcmad 
that the -rights of primogeniture had been set a^ 
side in favour of hb youngest son; nor did the 
^urrangement give rise to the slightest feeling o£ 
discontent in the UocJoms of his elder brethren*^**. 
They all Uved in the greatest harmony together^ 
and ever experienced from John the kindest at* . 
tention. 

Although his health was now fully established, 
yet his spirits never rose ta their former tone. 
He was ever pleasant-^sometimes cheerfal^«-bat 
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never joyous ; on the contrary, a shade of pensive 
melancholy mingled itself with every thing he 
did or said. In process of time, however, he cast 
the eyes of affection on a blooming maiden, the 
daughter of a neighbouring gentleman^ who, after 
a year's probation, suffered herself at last to be 
led to the altar, and by her he had a numerous 
family, whosedescendants inherit the property, so 
obtained, to this day. 
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" Soon at I tread the rududad vale^ . 
Wild ftncy feels the clasping mail ; 
The rancour of a thousand years* 
Glows in my breast ; again I bum 
To seoithe bannered ponp. oC war reti}n^> 
And mark beneath the moon, the sil?er Ught of spears.*' 

Letdxv. 



That many desperate conflicts took p]Ace among 
the nobility of Scotland^ during the period when 
the feudalsystem was in full vigQur, is a fact well 
established. 

But with whatever degree of rancour these feuds 
were maintained^ still the extent of the means of 
the contending parties, being confined in most 
cases to their own immediate vassals and friends, 

s 
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they were of too little importance to become ob- 
jects of natioDAl interest, and were therefore 8uf« 
fered to sink into oblivion, with the exception of 
a few which have either been recorded by history 
or handed down by tradition ; and thongh the fol- 
lowing is only of the latter description, yet it 
eatrjes.aloog with it. too many &pt^^(^ cir^mm- 
stances^ not to have truth for its ahcbof tb rest on. 
That the ^dow^ though still progressive march 
of civilization^ bcffly ilBltaliid pDlhi^al^ cmlimenc- 
ed in the East, abd has for more than Ihtese thou- 
sand years/been ali9j^,imp^i;f^ibly,p$i:^^ 
westward, isBfiMt«i^>|iwtiBlii)y4jie imiled tes« 
timonies of pluldsopfaers and histoiians, both an- 
tient and modesA. And this 4ittiversal hypothesis 
may be applied with equal justice to some indivi- 
dual states, and to^ notre xVith greater propriety 
than Scotland. For while the residence of the 
Court, and the iiitett^otoe with the cotrtincait 
from our eastern shores, gave opportunities for 
a gkkftiai imptoveiUeiit in our national habits and 
mdnn^riB, the whole of the west, and southern dis- 
tticts of the kingdom> lay buried ill mord than 
£,gypti^ dinkness. 
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Irt<»ttIdr6a<bD)y ah oimeeessiiiijr/iirMte 
t6 fiftftr iirtoi^ iiimiitBiiBTestigfMtieii^f Ibe pasvA- 
ihgtwUxma of tfaoao badsianNia i^g^ wlieu tmif 
loud was %M9tx&gb, witrj. oa»tkrmf<NFUroiB p^ 
risoned by his adherents^. aodrtreiif'SOtf %d«|Pt 
of llie soil*^wh6teL ihe ckfof^ ne^fter CBtwod'tlie 
dotnaxn of Us ncii^Mioitr^ faaturitiit anss ss; Uls 
iiaiids, and^fbr pm^MMS'of hoatiUty^ and i^rfadflB 
avant-coamn \rere the aivrord aiitl4fae^fiiSibiaiid. . 

I>nruig this oiflkr oF'tlttiiga^ thtl aocwliaual 
fey^ent otjaggnemoa and Teiribution «hf>oldrkimB 
been mamtaiittd, is nvhat migiit miwnlfy'ikft 
beOft eKfMtct^; nor tfa0 aoyclasBiof societjfflk 
t49gothi9P.€ftsei»p|ed fromtnilttaiyseiwice^ as.'tt'ihrlHi 
B^thftdg unQomiDon to fii^ tho saered ^ighiMioi 
of the churab kiy aaide. tlio njlre. and thci' alote 
for. tbe heb^el and breaat^plftie ; abd sxoideitikt 
strife of c(MtloadiQg.&Qtioii% miagfe.tfae oliisk'of 
arms with tfa« respoases of^fae alttfr^ 

There are manj traditio^M stSl to be met ivi£b 

in Gallowayv that tell pfrbattles foOght^ aad.-oastled 

sacked apd horoti by claefs whose rerynamea 

are;fo4?gotj or- but dabiously, recorded^ Fromrebt 

* of these we have selected the following narrative, 

s? 
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-Which, supported as it 16 l^y a chain of circnm. 
^taatial evidence, leads the enquiring anfiquary to 
the conclusion, that it has been on a more exten- 
«ive scale than those that decided the fete of a 

Ibaiony ahnost ever were. 

• Sometime, about the year ltSr5,.King Robert] 
;Bruoe sent his brother Edward to dislodge the 
Englbh garrisons from the sei^eral strong-holds 
they stitt were possessed of in Galloway. 

Edward, accompanied by the Earl of Douglas, 
entered the principalUy by -Dumfries, and after 
leducbg every place that held out against hio^ ] 
«t last invested Cruiye Castle^ a place of consider- 
able strength on thjs banks of the Cree, about three 
miks above the village of Newton-Stewart, better 
known in. later times by the name of Castle- 
Stewart. This being a place situated in a stroftg^ 
position,and having a numerous garrison, held out 
against the efforts of ihe assailants, with a decree 
of vigour altogether unexpected, and consequent- 
ly improvid^ fbi\. What induced the beisi^eci 
to make a more determined resistance than other- 
wise they might have 4>ne, was a promise of im- 
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^mediate relief, held oat by Thomas * Bishop of 
Whitfaorn^ who was eneaa^ped in Sorby v^ 
fifteen tfaoasand men. Although little credit is 
to i>e attached to this statement in the traditiooy 
OS it is extremdy improbable that an anny of such 
magnitude, and in possession of the granary of 
the province, should have looked tamely on, and 
seen their strong-holds faBiDg away in succession 
to a force that did not exceed one thousand men— 
however, such is the tradition, and we give it with- 
out farther comment. The reVerend bishop, how* 
"ever, was no tyro in military tactics : for he form« 
ed a plan, in the execution of which, had he sue* 
ceeded, he would have placed the two chiefs, in a 
situation of imminent peril, and either have com- 
pelled them to give battle against an overwhelm- 
ing snperiority of numbexs, or else have adopted 
the equally dangerous measure of haz^ing a re- 
treat, through a country in possession of the ece« 
my, and completely cut off from their resources. 
In carrying his plan into efiect, he struck his 
camp, and advanced to Wigtown, for the appa- 

*He swore fealty to Edward in 1296. Keith's catalogue of 
Sieottisb Bishops, page 244. -« Murray's Lttersry Hiitofy of 
Oallowayi page 66. 
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feiffljr avoWed piipooe of fighfiug Braise «id 
w^Mng tbe skge, b«t InnriBg ;pnvaitelyfn»iind 
l^ides 'who were acqtnitated mth the iow feeds 'df 
tile nhwTyMs iDteiitmi*wiia .tofnaslo.tbe taut 
aid^^ at theplfleeWkevetfae village of Cfeetovm 
ifo\^ standEi, before tlw |»iace Tias: awara, ani 
by this oiaiKfiavir^ (fhvow faiaudf 'faetfmt biia 
and hk vesoatced ia ins icar^ wfaecoby ke nHBit 
either have feagbt tbe Biskop on his own iema^ 
cfr else 'hate attempted a retreat throagh iiat 
tipper 'diatrict of the ooinity^ into Caniek^ die 
greater put of which line of march ^ivas.indiB 
hands of Ae ISag^sb. These would baire beea 
li eheioe of evih eqaaUy tinaous in thebr teoii 
dency^ had they not been fereseen, and provided 
against. For Brace, who had the best inibmiatiea 

* of the Bidhop^i motions, no sooner learned) dnt 
he'wasadntiieiDg, than, cenvertiag the siege intb 
a^hxdsade^ undetHthe coDMnandofDooglaB, be se* 
teeted %^ hnndned of his'best troofM^ and mareh^ 
edfie«<AMvaid,-«»nGt for the porpoaeof giving bat* 

• tie, bat to watch his advnsary's motions, aod to 
act as circnmstances might reqaire. The Bisbopi 

^ either inet aware ef the appcoaeh of Bnice, or 
vwhat is more probable, despising his trifling force. 



ivhich the other could either abide or decline jjf; 
i>lW#»%¥M W4gtPIFflj:*ei8^^ W*e 

Tiod^.tifnsi^il^cjir^iBd ty ibP:^»%, :4«4' Jh 

and «seip8ttlf#Wy .pK9*»^Vf, jet, at J6|ie^ ppno^rf^- 
hided to^ tradition tsays it was an almq^ f JQJyBM!!!^ 
bl^m«i:aa3. I^hroof^ thi9 Jay .tj^e^oi^lj^ xx^ to 
|he low fords qf the riy^. A sifii^^tj^f^B?^ iji^gp- 
s^ts it witl^iu 9}ipift two lyiles of WjgfPWk 
wbiQh hm^ fc<>in tl^e c}^i|iBii|app^ f)])fid(»litp Jfi 
the j«g^m4* ¥5q>ur^^u degyep of cf^k^ity it np;^ 
oth^wi^ wp^ld .^^ye d^f, bcang jqio^a by ,tjbp 
i^me of th^ V :]^sly)p's Bu*^" tp ^hi^, ^yf. 

Thepei^Qnwfwth^bgginnipg.pf ,w?"^* ;4ffl«- 
cesaion of heavy raiBs;h^ siiiBollesL ,€?¥piy pijl^ 
^res^m into a river ; and ^o bis pi^gress jL|j^^giigsl|;i 
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the moiass^ tlie Bidbop had to stragglewith £fi. 
cnlties against whibh he was altogether unprovidl 
ed. 

To bring along with him any beast of burden 
he found impossible ; consequently^ the whole of 
his camp-equipage andprovisiotts were abandon- 
ed^ except what ' his men could cany on their 
backs. Resolved, 'however, - to surmount eveiy 
obstacle, and not* to forego a plan from which he 
anticipated such brilliant results, he continued tb 
plunge and fioufader on till he came to the afore^ 
•said bum; but here he was brought to' a dead 
halt : the stream bad overflowed its banks, and was 
impassable. 

* Unprovided witti every thing, even- timber to^ 
liave constructed arafl^his eyes were opened- tcr 
*his true situation. Gladly would he have retmced^ 
hia steps, and have abandoned^ his project altoge^' 
iher. But that was now no longer in' his power :' ' 
TPov Bruce, ever on the watch ibr an advantage, • 
no sooner saw his army £edriy in the morass, than' 
he followed up his rear, and fetching a circuit 
round the hill on which Wigtown stands, present- * 
ed' hiffiself before die English camp. The bag- 
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gi^ gaard^ left by tbe Bishop, being superior in 

nsmbeffs to Prince Edward^ marched boldly out 

and ofiered him battle, which he did not decline^ 

JL short but farious contest ensued, which ended 

in the total rout of the guard, who fled in on the 

^fnain^bodjr, leaying the whole camp at the mercy 

rof the victors, which they instantly set on fire. 

A small knoll, aboiit half a mile.beyond W^c^w-n, 

«till bears the name of the *^ Skirmish Knowe,'* 

.i^d the field pa which the camp stood, the^< Burnt 

rJBrae.'* 

The first notice the Blshopfaad of the action^ 
-was the smoke and -flames rising in dArk spiktd 
eddies far above the town, and the disorder!^ 
flight of tbe .guard, followed by the victors, who 
ivere cuttbg th^n dff in detail He ordered hki 
xea»diviMn tofiace about, and cover their re- 
treat. This they did with as much ala<5rity as 
they could, but such was the insecurity of their 
footing, and the treacherous- nature of the quurshy 
which would not admit ofa single yard of devia- 
tion^ from the narrow path with impunity, that 
before they eould reach the solid ground, the fu- 
gitives were driven in on their front with fury. 



ttS tirH BAT¥tE 09 CAtftlNlf€H*Y. 

ieiMkriq^ th0'wlMl» all tiitttricbUe mikte^of ^q. 

ikhed ntt the trwamp 9 taul Hid net ^ SiiiM^ 
aiti^«yi tO'thik -rtiitf^^irith the ilNinMd)r> iieti. 
tftble ihstniotiM mast hiireiovei^tidieblbebi^ villi ^ 

Braoe-£d ^HOt net sttilibd t¥il}i .ttik iffMM 
8iieee«r» but ctfltaifig kUbtolC Of tfce lad fa i i i aa eB 
be had thef^ bbMiMd^ lbMl'^ib9Mtti^Bitf ^tfe 
onfy pil8» ititd the mbrads, THidM, potltbi^blifsmidl 
fbroe 4o the bert- e^VMtdge, ifor both gORMtthg 'It 
and preventing surprise, he sat down qu!(Btl|Fle 
await the ksae of tbe^Siahc^^ tenierity. 

1)16 otitis eonlintied mthoat'«tty abMimtii^ 
'tbe iftte^of foevteem A^iB t I'hel^glish «HMqp 
weit-ia maist ili$kaaeeir 'S^M^ttfy |:tfee-aedp.;% 
water, wilhoat even to rnxHh t»'^a fBtdlr:i>f lAf^ 
giemd to?Uedown'oi^^^diittkttte«<lf Mltmhouk 
the 60idui% MMtiMuid ri^tis ef .iiie«eB8on,wMi 
thm seafrbj gtoek'of prorvigions M^y dwindiiiig 
aiwaj, atid no pMMpeot 4»f ^ etipp]>f<«ii4Vt&f^ wk 
pofisfible 'river in (beir front, fittiritie etaritfgtheffl 
in the face, di^slse vagifig in tbeir'oanp,if ^eamp 
it might bex^Hed'^.^lw^S'fttiafx^Ky) confiifeieiMni 
^deippair. 
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Man jr 'ikBfNsraite, but toefibetssd ftttejupis Wffrtf 
-made to mgam the firm giN)tiiid4he)rii^li|k ; tmt 
^nee, ^tliough Ikr inforidriii niHnlters^ liHua^ii^if^ 
ihel&m m pofiBCMiioii df «»dimtdgf^ i#ifi6k intith 
tiban ooant^rbedSkoted kifia pliyeical ^^parit^ -^ 
ifts tf oops, betfig pfeilt^I$r^ sitpplied -wftk -tooi, 
and all iHMkr^steUer^ vr^ro ih the b^at^tiiRib 
Btate of disct{>UDe^ bigh m efmf», vs^ "ea^fdk 
an opportunity «f tetdiating the ivrdngs ^Hejr 'Ud 
tolfered ;-^nor did the natnte of the froiiiiAtidmit 
of a display of the BiBbep's^ra^la^y talents, ^i 
he coald eoly send,- a^long the dshttow ind |Nreea^ 
rioiui path^ -cOliimn ttft^ eolaniii^ eonlan^died^iMheir 
Sront) and^xbausled byfheureflRbirts'tocbBie'iiMi^ 
contact mth their enemies;-— >these werefHsin'vitffi. 
«My idrii^ii^'baek hefdvetheji^oiM^raM&^roand 
On whieh'tb^ o<HiM'de^loy intoHne, and tStat ifa 
tno9t4o8ta«cQS ivkh great loss, t$Rftt4sist> de8pi9i^ 
ing of soccess, they desisted from "any Krtlrcfr 
attempts that way. 

At last, however, the rains abated — thefioods 
fell— the sttn shone fortk— the iatal burn was 
passed—- and they approached the fords of the 
river 5 which being still swollen by the recefit 
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inaodatlon, wa& deobtred by the guides to he as 
jtt impassable. However^ as no alternative up^ 
jpeared to them so dreadful as remaining where 
they were, they determined on making theat*- 
tempt. Many were carried away by the force 
of the xttfT^nt before they reached the opposite 
4Eibore^ and even those that got over were in such 
a state of exhaustion, that they must have fidlen 
«n easy prey to a ^ery feeble enemy.* 

The moment Prince £dwat-d discovered that 
•the Bishop meant to attempt the sriver, he des^ 
jMttched ^ mesaeng^T to the Earl, direeting him 
to raise the siege, and join him at Creetown, as 
lie was determined to bring the English to battle 
at all hazards. 

The Teverend genera] had by this time abaur 
ydoned all idea of offensive operations, and intent 
on saving the remains of his army, meditated a 
i^treat to Kiikcudbright, (it being still in pos^ 
session of the English,) andirom thejace home 
by 



* Many curious relicts of this ill-fated march kave been 
'found from time to time in the bed of the river, such as pieces 
- tf armouri ipear-heads— a brass sword Sic, 
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Of this intention Bruce seemed to have been 
fully VLWBxe, ss, before the former^^had got a milef 
in advance, the latter had crossed over^ and ivas 
in fall march after him^ slaying without mercy 
all that fell into his hands. Being fully *detemiin--. 
edto bring on a general engagement^ he^ over- 
took the rear at a place called Garrocfaer, about 
two miles beyond Greetown^ on which he com- 
menced a most furious assault. Thte Bishop main^ 
tained a kind of Parthian retreat for about a mile 
farther, when finding every attempt to escapes 
without fighting impossible, and having now at-:^ 
tained ground that woidd enable him to bring hifl-> 
whole forces into-action^ he &ced abbut, andput^ 
ting his army in array of b^ttle^ firmly awaited^ 
the onset* A few minutes placed the hostile lines 
in front of each^other^ andaterriUe encounter 
ensued^ which' soon- strewed- the field with the; 
wounded and dying. But here this temerity of' 
Bruce had almost led to results, fatal to his cause^ . 
for while he was pressing with* his wholci force 
the centre of the English lines, the Bishop or« 
dered his two wings to close in on him, turn 
his flanks, and attack his rear. A thick haze. 



J 
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hyrjpg.comfi x>ny, which, concealed, the: copBlteiduig 
anoies ikpm eicb other, e^^ccfft. where ukf fi/Qlmd 
<^otaott tbfi, evoluti^wi waa perfpnaod «ni^ the 
Qbacttfi^^of th^ cloudy mantle ia.iidiichth^y.weie 
sbroodod^ nor was the chaogei of j)Qemoi».di4CQyar^ 
ed by Bnic^ till its e^ts wece felt. Tbia^vfM 
th,e moment when the gpodneniu^.^ftfa^ Piinoe 
seemed, to have. deserted him« , Pris^ed on all sides 
by snch an overwhelming atqpieiiofityi hi^ vanks 
yrvre rapidly thinning ai;ound Jiimj lUK^ althoi^ 
he effected all that d^pei:ate valpor coald a^ieve, 
yetyiQ]to];yspemed;Pn the evf^ <tf. d^scvlipgi his 
8ti^i4^5i ap4,Wfs,hpye)r^ oyer th%«ttred.head 
of jliiisfpipild^J^teradyttrg^ when^all at^noedAre 
s^p st^chasbont on tbp i%h( of the Bisb«f»1s 
linesi tlvit ihe vaoUed co^f^yo; of heaven echoed 
baiQk th^e, portentous . acc)am^t|on« Pon^ias . was 
^y^l^^i^d Uke the bh(st of t^de^rt^ wal>fam»* 
io^ e;vp;i;y thing .b^piie him iq his Jf^sistl^s 0arsev« 
Termor and. dismay seized; the hf^of >Sk]gbad^ 
MfbO|.a^ke ignprai^t o£ the mupnher-oiB, pe^tion lof 
the fresh assail^ts, began to waver in-tbwsranks. ^ 
"^h^ Bishop became sensible that^ worn out 1>3b. 
^tsease^ and unnerved by famine, th(^ could \ noi . 
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fii«i^i^ ihe-qoB^t muck loffgaTf whatever 4|iw 
nun^BKiajitfi^pwaBity miglitJbe. Kot a. m^taeiit 
w^ifl^la^ 1^« B» sdected a clywe^ h^ of 
tf|9^Ki9|t^p)[acii^ hiaiBel£at thieir.faead, ^,(Hr<r 
d€^)»ir«>M^^;^ ^ fioo^dfdg co^erpig ki tbif - 
H^^OQer,,tI|9 raur of liis Taf^vushe^ army • Tb^ 
Scpttufb l^adeSBy e^rage^ito fieetl^jpi^y Bnat^ 
^ ai^ it were^ fiqoi.thekr'ViejPjr .g!FfM|)^ re^^uj^cfd 

action. Bat the Bishop, like a watchful^^^nal,. 
«^€^,QB :t}ie : alert| aod i^^eofiogi to ; I^e caught 
^B^wsmSF feoinfithe,,dftBge^ tll^t 6i^r4H;iu4ed 
hii% : pii^f^jl;^^ a>lbijpa^|dft)»i^ firoot' m oE^ a^ a^ 
aeW;aMl^4t wacFgiiyei^ ai^ «min>»|pnghfa .troops, „ 
bq$h >jr Ihs exbarUUidiis . 4ui4 exa^^, mc^ 

4|*a#MhejbjBtGptfi., In tbis>n«nQeF|'thetiile43f battle 
v^ledf) on; it pfv»t the £irin£^ oC Cambi^ot aiid: 
<Cl»igk|K9d^ aa4 1 f^pmaohed the: sea^at. Eiiml^. 
mofe, a- eenaderaU^'Sirefaii, t^^ highp^oipir 
011$^ baiilLs^r iBteia^e&t^ the line of siarc^. Ilie 
Siilbop saw,, at one glaooe, the perils to beeor*. 
eoualei^ < in pase^g, and the advoiitages to be 
reftped if voujce safely ov^« He made the best 
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Hiraogement his tmfortanate eircamstances woidd 
admit of. He strengthened his rear-gnard, aheady 
Worn out with fatigue, and thinned by successive 
attacks. He issued his final orders to his army 
to pass^ with as much rapidity and in as good or- 
der as they could| and to form on the opposite 
bank^ for the purpose of covering his retreat. He 
then faced -about^ and awaited the coming of the 
chiefs, who were hanging like a thunder cloud on 
bis rear. 

It would be- an idle waste of time to occupy it 

IB « fanciful description of a battle^ whose very 

existence rests on traditionary evidence, and a 

.few monumental remains :-*-it is only necessary to 

add, that the Bishop, like a skilful gen»:al, did 

every thing in his power to animate the-courage <tf 

his ^spending aniiy^ but all in vain :<— the onset of 

' the Scots was irresistible. At last^ putting himsetf 

• at the head of that portion of his rear-guard which 

-still remained unbroken, he led them on to a final 

efibrt, where, meeting with Douglas in the strife, 

he was by him felled to the ground. The -route 

now became general,— it was no Ipnger a contest, 

but a carnage $ and withsuch .vigour was the pur** 



I 



THE BATTLE OF CAIRN HOLY. 289 

suit foDowed up, that it is said rery few of this 
mighty aimy ever reached Kirkcudbright. The 
Bishop was interred near where he fell^ on the 
top of a smaU knoll in front of the farm house ; 
the grave is hewn out of the solid rock to a con* 
siderable depth, and its aperture is covered with a 
fiat stone of more than two tons weight, and has 
given name to the farm on which it stands, (Cairn- 
holy) ; and another farm about a mile farther up 
the glen, still bears the name of '^ Claughred/' 
(Cleugh-raid,) it being in the line of the contend- 
ing armies. One edition of the legend calls him 
Prior instead of Bishop ; but as Whithorn was a 
Bishoprick, and the seat of the Bishops of Gal- 
loway, we have given the latter the preference ; 
and that he fell in an attempt to cover the retreat 
of his fugitive army, is rendered almost certain 
from the following circumstaDces. 

On the north side of the ravine where the des- 
perate stand was made, there have been found few 
places of sepulture, with the exception of that of 
the Bishop himself ^ while on the south side, for 
almost a mile in extent, and varying in breadth 
from a quarter to half a mile, nothing was to be 
met with but graves. 
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About thirty years ago, the teosuat ou the 
farm of Barholm, in carrying a 9eries of judicious 
improvements into efiect^ had the progress of the 
plow arrested every minute by the intervention of 
a grave — and was at ]^t compelled to abandon 
his operations, till the stones wherewith they had 
been rudely constructed w^ere raised and carried 
away. These graves were of various structures 
and dimensions, some of the bodies having been 
interred in a recumbent, and others in a sitting 
posture. In some instances they had been lined 
and covered with flag-atones, apd in these an \an, 
rudely formed of baked and u^glazed clay, was oc- 
casionally found, containing a blackish, saponaciou3 
earth. But even so little tenacity did these urns 
possess, that after a short exposure to the atmos- 
phere, they uniformly crumbled into dust. 

Where the ^bodies had been interred in a sitting 
posture^ the graves were always lined on the sides 
and ends, by walls of rude masonry, without any 
cement, and the floor, though composed only of- 
earth, was nevertheless 'beaten into a consistence 
so hard and smooth, that it resisted for sometime 
the efforts of the. pick-axe to make any impression 
on it. 
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Of the number of graves no possible estimate 
can be formed^ as it was only in places capable 
of improvement wherein they were disturbed. 

It may be stated, however, that the quantity of 
stones taken out, were more than suijicient to 
build from two to three hundred roods of dykes, 
by which the fields were subdivided. 

Another circumstance may be mentioned here, 
of rather a singular character, which is, that no 
order nor arrangement seemed to have been at- 
tended to in the direction of the body to any par- 
ticular point of the compass ; on the contrary, 
every thing appears to have depended on the na- 
ture of the soil, or caprice of the pioneers, as it. 
was nothing uncommon to find it at right, an- 
gles, and in every other intermediate line of 
direction. 

One thing alone appears to h^ve been systeraa-. 
tically adhered to— all the graves, on which con- 
siderable labour has been bestowed, particularly 
those where the body had been placed in a sitting 
posture, occupied the tops of dry knolls, while 
those of a humble class were grouped together 
promiscuously in swamps and boggy ground. 
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The complete state of dtsorgfinisatioii in which 
the tenants of these humble mansions were found 
to be, would almost lead to the conclusion, that 
they belonged to a period more remote than that 
referred to in our legend^ as not a single fragment 
of bone would endure to be handled, but crumb- 
led into dust on the slightest touch. This may, 
however, in some measure he accounted for, 
when we take into consideration the shallowness 
of the graves, which, in no instance, were more 
than a foot from the surface, and the soft spongy 
natare of the soil having such a tendency to 
animal decomposition. These things being duly 
reflected on, the difficulty will, we trust, in a 
great measure disappear. 

Still, however, there is. one objection of too for- 
midable a character to be passed over in silence, 
and as its admission would unhinge the credibility 
of our legend, it shall be our endeavour in this 
place to obviate it. It has been asserted by many, 
and among these some whose antiquarian re- 
searches entitle them to respect, that this was the 
burial place of *< King Galdus,'' or « Aldus 
MacGaldus,'' a sovereign who made some noise in 
the fabulous era of our history, and who, it 
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is alleged, fell in a bloody battle fought agaiostlhfi 
iPiets. Bvit against this we would object the post- 
humous ubiquity of ^' King Galdus/^ whose place 
of 'set^otbui^ has been, with an equal show of pro- 
bability; claimed by the antiquari^a of the county 
of Wigtown^ who assert^ that he was buried at 
the Standing Stones of Tor-house, m the parish of 
Wigtown )* while others, with equal pertinacity, 
affirm th^it he w$s superhttmed in a caira on the 
farm of Glenquicken, in the parish of Kirkmar 
breck. We, leaning with a considerable bias to 
the latter opinion, would refer the reader, to our 
letter on that subject, as quoted by Mr Chambers 
in the last volume of << Caledonia.'^ 

In so.far as relates to the tomb in question, 
therefore, we flatter ouibelf that the legend here 
given contains a more probable, and at the same 
tlae more consj^^nt narrative of t}ie events which 
led to the defeat and death of the gadlant, though 
nnfortunate Thodias, tba^ any that has hitherto 
appeared ; as even the name^ whicjh. the place still 
bears, could refer only to' a person in holy orders ^ 
and on a' candid. review of the facts we have stat-4 



* Murray> Literary History of GoUoway, p. SSI* 
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' edy we do not Jiesitate a momeat yi ftsagning to 
-faiia the un^aestionable occupancy of the disputed 
mansoleum, Jr 

Such is the tramtion of the Battle of Cairnholy ; 
and sach was the fate of the last English army 
that ever had an establishment in the province. 
Eor though it might, at some after periodsj^ have 
suffered from partisd invasion, or piratical incur- 
sions by sea, yet we do not find that they were 
ever again in possesion of any of its strengths, 
or hdd permanent sway over any part of the 
country. 

That history should have been silent on an 
event of such importance, is to be attributed sole* 
iy to the state of literature at that time, and to 
the ^little interest excited by actions of such fre- 
(|ueit|: occurrence. But the numerous • localities 

connected with it ; the Uoody tracks wfaiebniaik^ 

* 1^ 
as it were^ the footsteps of the << Destroying An- 

'gel*^ through the whole line of march ; the ex« 

t^nt of the field of battle, and number of the slain. 

€n the final struggle, all bear evidence that it haa 

been ^ a scale of sufficient magnitude to have de«: 

cided Jj|ie &te of the province. 
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